
 

 

CITY OF GROTON  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

January 6, 2014 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Jervis called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairperson:  Deputy Mayor Jervis 
 

Members:    Dempsey, Gerrish, Hedrick, Ilvento, and Sheffield  
 
Staff:    Director of Finance Hillsberg 

Director of Utilities Yatcko 
Manager-Water / PAF Stevens 
Chief Plant Operator Cini 
City Clerk Patrick 
 

 Due to the absence of Chairperson Galbraith, Member Jervis acted as Chairperson. 
 

2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  
Gerrish / Ilvento that the minutes of the regular meeting of December 2, 2013 be approved. So voted 
unanimously. 
 

3. REVIEW OF DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Regarding Report Item No. 6, in response to Member Dempsey’s questions, Manger Water / PAF 
Stevens reported that the Facilities Plan was budgeted at an estimated $60,000 and was completed for 
approximately $47,000.  The Facilities Plan goes over the whole plan, helps to forecast items that need 
to be improved and provides cost estimates.  The $60,000 was from the Capital Reserve Account from 
the previous year’s budget.    
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
As part of the Thames Street Sewer Lining Project and as reported on December 2, 2013, Manager – 
Water / PAF Stevens gave a brief Power Point presentation of the infiltration/inflow study for the 
Eastern Point area.  The current proposed area is about 5500 linear feet.  Flow data was collected 
through manholes during storm events and Eastern Point has twice as much infiltration compared to the 
entire system.  It is imperative that the sewer lining be done since as the efficiency ratio in the plant 
declines, it is an energy waste and employee safety is an issue.  Management is requesting to move 
forward with the lining after winter.  The lining provides integral strength and prevents leaks, but it 
also increases potential strength as well. Management added that manhole covers have been replaced in 
some of the low lying areas with lighter ones.  Many of the pipes at Eastern Point have reached the 
limit because of the conditions and the new lining would be expected to last about forty years.   
 
Chief Plant Operator Cini reported there has been an additional 200-300,000 gallons coming into the 
plant because of the recent rain and snow events.  As shown on the nitrogen monitoring chart, the limit 
has been exceeded twice for the year due to storms.  He also explained the State’s nitrogen credit 
program and commented that since the numbers are driven by flow, the sale of credits would be down. 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
Starred Report Item *1, Consideration and Action to approve the contract for the period January 1, 
2014 through December 31, 2014 with the State of Connecticut, Department of Energy & 



 

 

Environmental Protection (DEEP), and execute such other documents as may be required for funding 
under the Clean Vessel Act to operate and maintain one (1) Marine Sewage Disposal Facility in the 
City of Groton and furthermore, that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur and that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the 
agreement and the City Clerk to affix the City Seal thereto. 
 
Chief Plant Operator Cini answered questions and gave an overall background on the Marine Sewage 
Disposal Facility.  The boating season runs from Memorial Day weekend to just past Labor Day and 
the dock is removed by the second week in October.  The State of Connecticut pays 80% of the City’s 
costs.  The benefits to providing this service include keeping the Thames River and Long Island Sound 
clean, and the City is able to accommodate the Project Oceanology summer camp program.  The 
disposal service has been provided since 2000.  More gallons of waste are disposed at the dock than 
just from recreational vessels coming in since the State’s marine pump off boat is serviced as well.   

 
Hedrick / Gerrish that that the City of Groton Water Pollution Control Authority approve the contract 
for the period January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 with the State of Connecticut, Department 
of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP), and execute such other documents as may be required 
for funding under the Clean Vessel Act to operate and maintain one (1) Marine Sewage Disposal 
Facility in the City of Groton and furthermore, that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur and that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the 
agreement and the City Clerk to affix the City Seal thereto.  So voted unanimously. 
 
Starred Report Item *2, Consideration and Action to authorize Management to extend its existing 
Sludge Management Contract for sludge disposal with Synagro Northeast, LLC of Watertown 
Connecticut for another three year period, beginning July 1, 2014 and expiring June 30, 2017, subject 
to the rates established on July 1, 2013, remaining in effect until June 30, 2015, at which time pricing 
adjustments will resume during the 2014 Annual Average CPI as the base index as per Article III of the 
Sludge Management Contract, and furthermore that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur, and Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the contract. 
 
Chief Plant Operator Cini discussed the City’s positive relationship with Synago, which has been 
ongoing for more than twenty years.  Synagro has been very accommodating and there has never been 
an issue.  The cost for services per year is approximately $90,000 and before the installation of the 
rotary drum thickener the annual costs was nearly $225,000.   
 
Hedrick / Ilvento  that the City of Groton Water Pollution Control Authority extend its existing Sludge 
Management Contract for sludge disposal with Synagro Northeast, LLC of Watertown Connecticut for 
another three year period, beginning July 1, 2014 and expiring June 30, 2017, subject to the rates 
established on July 1, 2013, remaining in effect until June 30, 2015, at which time pricing adjustments 
will resume during the 2014 Annual Average CPI as the base index as per Article III of the Sludge 
Management Contract, and furthermore that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur, and Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the contract. 
So voted unanimously. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, at 7:45 p.m., Ilvento / Sheffield that this meeting adjourn. So voted 
unanimously. 

 
 Attest: 
 
 Richard M. Stevens 
 Manager-Water / PAF  


