
 

 

CITY OF GROTON  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

October 7, 2013 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairperson:  Mayor Marian K. Galbraith 
 

Members:    Dempsey, Gerrish, Hedrick, Ilvento, Jervis and Sheffield  
 
Excused:    Director of Finance Hillsberg 
     Director of Utilities Yatcko 
 
Staff:    Manager-Water / PAF Stevens 

Chief Plant Operator Cini 
City Clerk Patrick 

 
2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  

Ilvento / Hedrick that the minutes of the regular meeting of September 3, 2013 be approved. So voted 
unanimously. 
 

3. REVIEW OF DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Regarding Report Item No. 3, Chief Plant Operator Cini addressed questions from Member Dempsey 
regarding the level control problem at the Twin Hills Pump Station.  It was a consolidated level 
controller failure due to electronics inside the motor board, which was replaced.  The float level 
problem at Eastern Point Pump Station was related to a mercury switch.  It was a quick, inexpensive 
fix.   
 
Regarding Report Item No. 4, Manager-Water Stevens reported that the PAF Engine-Generator is in 
compliance with the State of Connecticut, Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) 
revoking the Notice of Violation No. 17028 dated December 4, 2012.     
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
As reported on September 3, 2013, in preparation for the bond fund, scheduled tours of the plant have 
been set for October 19, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. and the last tour will be held at 11:30 a.m.  The tours will 
enable the public to see the proposed repairs.  A video has been produced for those who are unable to 
attend a tour and will be available on the city website. 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 Manager-Water Stevens addressed The Day article published October 8, 2013 regarding medicines and 

chemicals that go through wastewater treatment plants.  Manager-Water Stevens advised that the clean 
water going to the City of Groton customers from the Water Treatment Plant have none of the 
chemicals that were reported in the article.  There was a limited amount of caffeine found in the raw 
water, but none in the finished.  There were no traces of the chemical triclosan or blood pressure 
medications found in the city’s water.  He also commented that the Water Treatment Plant is not 
designed to remove these products and the work that will be done to the aging infrastructure will not 
improve that fact.  There is no level of concern in what is seen right now.  The focus of the testing at 
the Water Treatment Plant is public health and the perimeters that are tested for, which are quite 
extensive.  



 

 

 
 Member Hedrick commented that filter medias removing chemicals could easily allow other 

membranes to follow out and the process can end up being cost prohibitive.   
 
 Chief Plant Operator Cini suggested designing a handout for customers to affirm proper disposal of 

personal care products and descriptions.  Mayor Galbraith agreed that this is a teachable moment.  Staff 
may want to remind the public that in terms of properly disposing prescription drugs, the city has a 
place at the police department where prescription drugs will be disposed of safely.  It was also noted 
that disposable wipes also block up the pumps, which is a big issue.  However, the origin of some of 
these issues is unknown.  

 
 Member Hedrick commented that if we continue to educate the public there will continue to be less and 

less found in the water.   
 
 Depending on when the samples were taken by The Day, Member Gerrish commented that it is not fair 

to compare the city’s results with other towns.    
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 7:35 p.m., Ilvento / Dempsey that this meeting adjourn. So voted 
unanimously. 

 
 Attest: 
 
 Richard M. Stevens 
 Manager—Water 


