
CITY OF GROTON UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

December 21, 2016 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson Galbraith called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Chairperson Mayor Marian K. Galbraith 

 
Commissioners: Edward E. DeMuzzio, Paul A. Duarte 
 
Staff present:  Director of Utilities Ronald A. Gaudet 

General Manager-Information Technology Susan G. Blanchette-Gergen 
General Manager-Customer Service Tina M. Daniels 
General Manager-Key Accounts Leonard J. Mediavilla 
Manager-Engineering Brian J. Roche 
Manager-Water/PAF Richard M. Stevens 
Manager-Operations Randall S. Surprenant 
General Foreman George R. Scully 
Accounting Manager-Janet B. Pawlikowski 
Energy Engineer-Hollis C. McKee 
Utility Analytics Specialist Aaron K. Brooks 
Executive Administrator Deborah J. Damm 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of November 16, 2016. Motion carried. 
 

3. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Commissioner DeMuzzio moved, Commissioner Duarte seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report for the month ending November 30, 2016. Motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Duarte inquired if there were any statutory requirements to approve the October 2016 
Treasurer’s Report, which was unavailable at the November meeting. Executive Administrator Damm will 
look into the issue.  
 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Groton Utilities received the following communication: 
 

• Letter dated November 3, 2016 from Sofia Sees Hope, thanking Groton Utilities for sponsoring the 
Dinner in the Dark event held on October 22, 2016. 

• Letter dated November 30, 2016 from Safe Futures, thanking Groton Utilities for its donation to 
support Prevention Education programming at West Side Middle School. 

• Letter dated December 12, 2016 from the Mystic Woman’s Club informing Groton Utilities that the 
net proceeds from Groton Utilities’ 2016 poinsettia plant order was $253.50, which will be included 
in Groton Utilities’ heating relief matching grant program coordinated by the Town of Groton 
Human Services. 

  
5. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Michael Boucher, 16 Hillside Avenue, Groton: Mr. Boucher asked why the Michael Patrick v. City of 
Groton case was on the agenda for Groton Utilities’ Utilities Commission. Chairperson Galbraith responded 
that part of the funding was coming from Groton Utilities. 
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6. CONNECTICUT MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC ENERGY COOPERATIVE (CMEEC) BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS REPORT 
Commission DeMuzzio reported on the November annual CMEEC and TRANSCO meetings. The Board 
approved the budgets and officers for 2017. Commissioner DeMuzzio was appointed to the budget finance 
committee, the risk management committee, and the compensation committee, as well as being reappointed 
Secretary. Director Gaudet was appointed to the governance committee and the risk management 
committee. General Manager Collard was appointed to the audit committee. 
 
At the December meeting, the Board reviewed the normal monthly summary. CMEEC is in good shape in 
regards to rates and are just below budget. The Board continues to look for dashboard information for its 
investment policy. The Board reviewed the market analysis and the trend in reduction of usage, and the risk 
management committee will meet in January to better improve the model for the hedging policy. 
 
The ad hoc retreat committee made its recommendation, with the Board approving three (3) of its four (4) 
recommendations, including limiting the location of retreats to New England, New York and New Jersey, 
the length of workshops, posting of the proposed agenda prior to the workshop and minutes following such, 
and attendance at retreats to include Board members, staff, presenters and facilitators. The fourth 
recommendation requires more research from the ad hoc committee. 
 
The Board met in Executive Session to discuss the Town of Wallingford litigation. 
 
Director Gaudet reported on CMEEC’s comparison between Connecticut municipal electric utilities rates 
and those of independent owned utilities within the state, pointing out that if non-MEU customers were put 
on the MEU rates, the savings to customers would be just under $2.4 billion. 
 
Chairperson Galbraith asked Executive Administrator Damm how often the Utilities Commission renew, 
review, or reappoint its representatives to CMEEC. Executive Administrator Damm responded that there are 
currently no term limits for representatives to CMEEC. 
 
Chairperson Galbraith informed the Commission that it is her intention to bring to the Commission a 
schedule of when the Commission should be looking at appointing / reappointing its representatives to 
CMEEC. Commission DeMuzzio requested some discussion at the January meeting on the proposed 
schedule as he feels input from the current board members and delegates would be valuable due to the 
education necessary to be a productive board member. Chairperson Galbraith responded that discussion 
would be fine, and she believes the Commission should have a way to determine from time to time whether 
it is properly being represented and if it wishes to continue with the representation it has and there is 
currently no formal structure for that right now. 
 
Director Gaudet pointed out each member utility has two (2) board members and two (2) alternates. Both 
Groton and Bozrah Light and Power could have four (4) members each, and could create a good amount of 
representation. Chairperson Galbraith replied it would also allow for some succession. 
 

7. REGIONAL WATER UPDATE 
Manager Stevens reported the Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) has finalized the draft 
Exclusive Service Areas (ESA) documents. The Town of Ledyard is looking for some exchange with the 
Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority regarding their ESA. 
 

8. MONTHLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Accounting Manager Pawlikowski presented the following financial highlights: 
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Electric: 
• Overall electric revenues for November are 2.3% less than budget, which was driven by the one (1) 

Industrial - Non-Manufacturing customer that was 13% less than budget. For the fiscal year-to-date, 
overall electric revenues are 1.3% less than budget, driven by the one (1) Non-Manufacturing customer. 
All other class of service revenues were positive to budget year to date. 

• Operation and Maintenance (O&M) expenses for November are almost 20% below budget. For the 
fiscal year-to-date, O&M expenses are overall almost 13% below budget. 

• Overall Net Income from operations for November is almost 71% more than budget, mostly related to 
lower than budget expenses for the month. Net performance after the effects of TVC are almost two 
times budget. Fiscal year-to-date Net Income from performance after the effects of TVC is almost 23% 
more than budget, driven by lower than budget revenues that were offset by lower than budget expenses. 

• Days’ cash on hand is 50 days. 
• Power purchased from solar customers for the month was 197,000 kWh. For the fiscal year-to-date, 1.3 

million kWh were purchased from solar customers, compared to 241,000 kWh the previous year. 
• Regarding Eversource’s announcement of its standard offer and its relation to GU customer bills, the 

average customer bill of 700 kWh is 14% less than Eversource. Effective January 1, 2017, with the 
increase in Eversource’s standard offer, GU bills will be 20% less than Eversource. 
 

Water: 
• Water Division cash due from Electric is $3.8 million compared to last year balance at $4.6 million. 
• Days’ cash on hand for the water division is 209 days. Combined Electric and Water Divisions days’ 

cash on hand is 78 days. 
• Total Revenues overall for November are 1.1% less than budget, mainly driven by the Residential class 

that is 2.6% more than budget, which offset Commercial Revenues that were 2.4% below budget. For 
the fiscal year-to-date, total revenues are overall more than 2.0% greater than the budget. 

• Operation and Maintenance expenses for November are 21.5% less than budget. The fiscal year-to-date 
O&M expenses are almost 17% less than budget. 

• For the month of November, net earnings are almost 5 times more than the budget. For the fiscal year-
to-date, net earnings are 83.6% more than budget, the result of higher than budget revenues combined 
with lower than budgeted operating expenses. 
 

9. PROJECTS / INITIATIVES UPDATE 
Manager Stevens gave an update on the pumping system at Smith Lake. The unit was put online December 
8th, and will be utilized until January 8, 2017. Approximately 6 million gallons of water will be pumped to 
the Poheganut Reservoir. Groton Utilities is currently at 83% impoundage. Management and staff will be 
looking at engineering a permanent solution for budget purposes for fiscal year 2018. 
 
As part of the Water Treatment Plant Upgrade project, as reported last month, all bids came in higher than 
the predicted engineering probable costs. The design team met to review options and alternatives to the 
proposed project. Staff has been meeting with representatives from the State to discuss options. The State is 
requesting a legal opinion from Groton Utilities attorneys on whether Groton Utilities could negotiate with 
the current low bidder or have to rebid the project, an anticipated timeframe for the project, a narrative of 
any proposed changes to ensure any changes would not affect the water treatment process and a letter to the 
State requesting any potential grant funding. 
 
Director Gaudet reported there is currently no funding source available, and the State is putting projects in 
line by priority should funding become available. Chairperson Galbraith reported on discussions with 
Groton Utilities’ lobbyists, who will be meeting with the Governor’s Office. The legislature has allowed for 
a certain amount of funding, but that doesn’t necessarily mean the monies will be bonded. The Southeastern 
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Council of Governments has put this on its legislative agenda to ask our delegation to be in complete 
support of getting this funding released and getting the bonded finalized. 
 
Manager Stevens stated the State has made a recommendation that Groton Utilities retain another 
engineering firm to vet the bid price. Value engineering was done at 30%, 60% and 90%. Management is 
currently soliciting options. 
 
General Manager Daniels gave an update on the process for collections of nonpayment. Groton Utilities’ 
collection attorney is currently working on four (4) active judgements, with four (4) others in progress and 
another judgement against an apartment complex that is continually three (3) to four (4) months in arrears. 
 
As part of the Customer Service and Project Management Office Renovations project, requests for proposals 
were solicited in August. A pre-bid meeting and mandatory site visits were held. Seven (7) vendors attended 
the site visits, and two (2) bids were received. The project team is reviewing the bids and it is anticipated an 
action item to award the bid will be presented to the Commission at its January 2017 meeting.  
 
General Manager Blanchette-Gergen gave an update on the public Wifi project, and noted it appears to be a 
huge success, with bandwidth exceeding the City’s network utilization. The project has been deployed at the 
Municipal Building and Operations Building main office buildings. 
 
As part of the video conference pilot project, demos have been reviewed and it is anticipated an action item 
will be presented to the Commission at its January meeting. The project will allow for video conference 
between the Municipal building, Operations complex, and Bozrah offices. 
 
Interviews have been held for the IT Support I and Support II positions and it is anticipated offer letters will 
be drafted soon. 
 
As part of the Groton Long Point Police Department collaboration project, discussions are being held with 
Groton Long Point PD, who will require approval from their respective board before bringing a proposed 
agreement to the Commission to approval. 
 
Manager Roche reported the Newtown Road reconstruction project has been completed.  
 
Two (2) breakers have been replaced at Buddington Substation. The project was held up due to transmission 
work being done by Eversource. 
 
Commissioner DeMuzzio noted the large number of outages caused by squirrels. Manager Roche responded 
squirrels are having a very negative impact on the number of outages. Animal guards and zappers have been 
installed. Manager Surprenant noted the increase of squirrel outages in areas where trees are being cleared 
for solar farms. 
 
General Manager Mediavilla reported on the finalization of the Navy Utility Energy Services Contract 
(UESC). Funding has been wired to Groton Utilities and will be reserved for implementation for an upgrade 
to the accounting / billing software. Director Gaudet noted the two (2) year contract will save the Navy 
approximately $1 million annually in energy costs. General Manager Mediavilla stated while it will reduce 
revenue to Groton Utilities, the conservation measures will help ensure the Submarine base remains 
operational and in the area. 
 

10. OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business to discuss. 
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11. NEW BUSINESS 
Agenda Item 11A: GUC-16-12-23: Consideration of and action to retain the lobbying services of Medici, 
LLC, 1 Gold Street, Hartford, Connecticut for lobbying services pertaining to electric, water, or any other 
utility matters as necessary in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($100,000.00) to be paid from the Professional Services – Lobbying account in the Electric and Water 
Division budgets 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio  seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission retain the lobbying services of Medici, LLC, 1 Gold Street, Hartford, Connecticut for lobbying 
services pertaining to electric, water, or any other utility matters as necessary in an amount not to exceed 
One Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($100,000.00) to be paid from the Professional Services – 
Lobbying account in the Electric and Water Division budgets. 
 
Chairperson Galbraith stated there appears to be a misconception that this is paid for by taxpayer dollars, 
and it is not. The City retains a lobbying firm due to having a municipal utility and there are many 
considerations that take place in Hartford concerning utilities and it is important that the legislation 
continues to see the distinction between an independently owned utility and a municipal utility. It was also 
noted that Medici is very responsive to the needs of Groton Utilities and does a great job of keeping 
Management informed of potential legislation. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11B: GUC-16-12-24: Consideration of and action to transfer funds from the Restricted Cash - 
Profession Services account to the Professional Services – Legal account for the Settlement Agreement 
regarding the matter of Michael Patrick V. City of Groton, Docket No. CV-14-5005870S 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission transfer funds from the Restricted Cash - Profession Services account to the Professional 
Services – Legal account for the Settlement Agreement regarding the matter of Michael Patrick V. City of 
Groton, Docket No. CV-14-5005870S 
 
Chairperson Galbraith reported this agreement was settled out of court, with the bulk of the settlement 
coming from the City’s insurance carrier, Connecticut Interlocal Risk Management Agency (CIRMA), with 
the City portion being split between the City’s General Fund and Groton Utilities. Commissioner DeMuzzio 
asked if the settlement amount was confidential, and Chairperson Galbraith responded it was not, however 
personnel issues should not be discussed in open meetings and the Commission was welcome to view the 
settlement documents. Groton Utilities portion is $25,000. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11C: GUC-16-12-25: Consideration of and action to waive the Request for Quotations 
requirement of Policy No. 1004, Policy and Procedures Governing the Purchasing Practices of Groton 
Utilities, and authorize Management to issue a purchase order to Sensus Metering Systems, 450 North 
Gallatin Ave, Uniontown, Pennsylvania for the purchase of Sensus Form 2S residential meters and Form 2S 
remote disconnect meters in the amount of Thirty-One Thousand, One Hundred Four Dollars and No Cents 
($31,104.00) to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2017 Non-Bonded Capital budget, 
and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio  seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission waive the Request for Quotations requirement of Policy No. 1004, Policy and Procedures 
Governing the Purchasing Practices of Groton Utilities, and authorize Management to issue a purchase order 
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to Sensus Metering Systems, 450 North Gallatin Ave, Uniontown, Pennsylvania for the purchase of Sensus 
Form 2S residential meters and Form 2S remote disconnect meters in the amount of Thirty-One Thousand, 
One Hundred Four Dollars and No Cents ($31,104.00) to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal 
year 2017 Non-Bonded Capital budget, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur.  
 
Manager Surprenant stated this was an approved fiscal year non-bonded capital project. Management is 
requesting permission to waive the Request for Quotations requirement to purchase Sensus Form 2S meters. 
The current Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) is entirely Sensus equipment, including radio 
receivers, gateways, remote network interface (RNI) and is designed, manufactured and serviced by Sensus. 
 
The meter and the meter radio cards supplied by Sensus are designed and manufactured to Sensus 
specifications to work with the Sensus radio infrastructure already installed in the Groton Utilities territory. 

 
Configuration files have already been created for these electronic, microprocessor based meters. If another 
vendor/supplier were to be utilized, the meters would need to be verified, delaying shipment of the entire 
order, potentially adding an additional four (4) to eight (8) weeks to the process. 

 
The current Sensus product line and Sensus meters have proven to have minimal issues upon installation 
and deployment since the first deployment of roughly 15,000 meters since 2008. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11D: GUC-16-12-26: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to contribute up 
to One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($150,000.00) to the Neighborhood Assistance Act 
Program in return for matching tax credits, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio  seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to contribute up to One Hundred Fifty Thousand and No Cents 
($150,000.00) to the Neighborhood Assistance Act Program in return for matching tax credits, and that the 
City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11E: GUC-16-12-27: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to proceed with 
the interconnection of three (3) Solar City Corporation ground base solar sites, and that the City Council be 
apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner DeMuzzio moved, Commissioner Duarte seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to proceed with the interconnection of three (3) Solar City Corporation 
ground base solar sites, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it 
concur. 
 
Manager Roche handed out maps of the current and proposed solar installations and gave an overview of the 
project. Director Gaudet stated the customer pays for improvements to Groton Utilities infrastructure to 
allow for the interconnection. 
 
Motion carried. 

 
Agenda Item 11F: GUC-16-12-28: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to issue a 
purchase order to Utility Power Supply Company, Inc. (UPSC), 5 Eastview Drive, Farmington, Connecticut 
for pole-top primary metering units for the Polaris Park, Trident Park, and Pelican Park Solar Projects in the 
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amount of Forty-Seven Thousand, Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($47,950.00) with payment 
received from Solar City Corporation, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to issue a purchase order to Utility Power Supply Company, Inc. 
(UPSC), 5 Eastview Drive, Farmington, Connecticut for pole-top primary metering units for the Polaris 
Park, Trident Park, and Pelican Park Solar Projects in the amount of Forty-Seven Thousand, Nine Hundred 
Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($47,950.00) with payment received from Solar City Corporation, and that the 
City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. 
 
Motion carried. 

 
Agenda Item 11G: GUC-16-12-29: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to issue a 
purchase order to Harris Computer Systems, Inc. 62133 Collections Center Drive, Chicago, Illinois for 
annual maintenance and support of the NorthStar billing system and add-on modules used for Groton 
Utilities/ Bozrah Light and Power Company electric and water utility billing in the amount of Seventy-One 
Thousand, Eight Hundred Twenty-Eight Dollars and Fifty-Six Cents ($71,828.56) to be paid from funds 
available in the approved fiscal year 2017 Information Technology budget and that the City Council be 
apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to issue a purchase order to Harris Computer Systems, Inc. 62133 
Collections Center Drive, Chicago, Illinois for annual maintenance and support of the NorthStar billing 
system and add-on modules used for Groton Utilities/ Bozrah Light and Power Company electric and water 
utility billing in the amount of Seventy-One Thousand, Eight Hundred Twenty-Eight Dollars and Fifty-Six 
Cents ($71,828.56) to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2017 Information 
Technology budget and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it 
concur. 
 
General Manager Blanchette-Gergen reported this is an approved fiscal year 2017 budgeted item and is sole 
sourced. This year there is a 5% increase over last year, which is in line with industry standards. There is 
also an increase that was included in the budget process, for the addition of a customer connect module to 
replace the current customer portal. The total is less than budgeted. Chairperson Galbraith asked if this 
system also covers the billing for the Town of Ledyard. General Manager Blanchette-Gergen responded that 
it did not. 
 
Commission DeMuzzio asked if Bozrah was billed for their portion. General Manager Blanchette-Gergen 
responded the IT budget includes reimbursement from Bozrah for both the financial package and utility 
billing package. 
 
Commission Duarte asked if NorthStar would still be the software when the anticipated change over in 
accounting software is implemented. General Manager Blanchette-Gergen reported currently both systems 
are separate and have been separate since 2004 when contracts were signed with Springbrook for the City 
and Utility financials and with Harris for the utility billing portion. Looking forward, there are now firms 
that can provide a combined solution that has strong utility financials as well as utility billing. Twelve years 
(12) ago when the original purchase was made, we were unable to find a vendor that could meet our needs 
for a combined product. There is the potential going forward that there could be a combined product or it 
could continue to be a split system. There is an interface that feeds data between the systems on a monthly 
basis. 
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Two (2) years ago, the family that owned Springbrook software formed a partnership with Accela, a firm 
based in California, who is very big in the municipal accounting area. Since that time, the Springbrook 
software has been absorbed into the Accela community and any of the items we would be looking for as 
enhancements or improvements for the utilities portions are not currently being developed and are on 
standby. The firm is moving more towards their focus of municipal accounting, which follows a certain set 
of rules, where utility accounting follows FERC rules. Our current combined system allows us to perform 
both within a single system.  
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11H: GUC-16-12-30: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to approve the 
purchase of a Model 4150 Automated Test Platform for the Electric Meter Department from WECO, 333 
Crosspark Drive, Pearl, Mississippi in the amount of Forty-Seven Thousand, Nine Hundred Three Dollars 
and No Cents ($47,903.00) from the approved fiscal year 2017 Electric Division Non-Bonded Capital 
budget and fiscal year 2017 Net Operating Cash, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with 
the recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio  seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to approve the purchase of a Model 4150 Automated Test Platform for 
the Electric Meter Department from WECO, 333 Crosspark Drive, Pearl, Mississippi in the amount of 
Forty-Seven Thousand, Nine Hundred Three Dollars and No Cents ($47,903.00) from the approved fiscal 
year 2017 Electric Division Non-Bonded Capital budget and fiscal year 2017 Net Operating Cash, and that 
the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. 
 
Management budgeted for a new test platform and solicited quotes from Radian Weco, Power and Energy 
Measurement Solutions. Based on an evaluation of the quotes received, Management recommended a 
purchase order be issued to Weco for the purchase of model No. 4150. 
 
Due to cost overruns of estimated costs used to prepare the budget, this purchase will exceed the approved 
fiscal year 2017 Non-Bonded Capital budget of $80,000 for test equipment by approximately $24,000.00 
Management requests authorize to approve the purchase with the remaining balance paid form funds 
available from the fiscal year 2017 Net Operating Cash. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11I: GUC-16-12-31: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to amend 
Purchase Order 66273 issued to RLC Engineering, 267 Whitten Road, Hallowell, Maine for a total amount 
of Fifty Thousand, Three Hundred Three Dollars and Seventy Cents ($50,303.70) for additional ISO-NE 
required system engineering analysis performed by RLC Engineering for the interconnection of the Pfizer 
fuel cell to Groton Utilities distribution, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner DeMuzzio moved, Commissioner Duarte seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to amend Purchase Order 66273 issued to RLC Engineering, 267 
Whitten Road, Hallowell, Maine for a total amount of Fifty Thousand, Three Hundred Three Dollars and 
Seventy Cents ($50,303.70) to be paid for by Pfizer, Inc. for additional ISO-NE required system engineering 
analysis performed by RLC Engineering for the interconnection of the Pfizer fuel cell to Groton Utilities 
distribution, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. 
 
Manager Roche reported ISO-New England required additional studies and analysis and all cost will be 
reimbursed by Pfizer. 
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The Commission discussed the fuel cell interconnection and the partnership with CMEEC regarding the 
installation. There is no commercial impact to Groton Utilities.  
 
Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11J: GUC-16-12-32: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to support the 
Town of Groton 2017 Pre-Fireworks Celebration in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($10,000.00) to be paid for from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2017 Electric and Water 
Division budgets, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it 
concur 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission authorize Management to support the Town of Groton 2017 Pre-Fireworks Celebration in the 
amount of Ten Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($10,000.00) to be paid for from funds available in the 
approved fiscal year 2017 Electric and Water Division Economic Development budgets, and that the City 
Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. 
 
Chairperson Galbraith asked what part of the budget the funding would come from. Director Gaudet replied 
the approved Economic Development funds. Chairperson Galbraith asked what the total cost for the event 
was and what part is the Town funding. Director Gaudet stated the $10,000 included rental fees for the park 
and portable bathrooms. Chairperson Galbraith stated she feels the event should be advertised as a Groton 
Utilities event as opposed to a Town event sponsored by Groton Utilities. Director Gaudet with contact the 
Town to discuss. 
 
Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio seconded that Agenda Item 11J be tabled until 
further information is provided. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda Item 11K: GUC-16-12-33: Consideration of and action to authorize Management to re-purchase a 
2004 Freightliner, with Altec AM55” aerial boom in the amount of the trade-in value of Twenty-Five 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($25,000.00) to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 
2017 Vehicle Replacement Fund, and that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 
recommendation that it concur 
 
Commissioner DeMuzzio moved, Commissioner Duarte seconded that the City of Groton Utilities 
Commission to authorize Management to re-purchase a 2004 Freightliner, with Altec AM55” aerial boom in 
the amount of the trade-in value of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($25,000.00) to be paid 
from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2017 Vehicle Replacement Fund, and that the City Council 
be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur. 
 
General Foreman Scully reported the Electric Division recently purchased a new bucket truck to replace 
bucket truck 72E, a 2004 Freightliner, with an Altec AM55’ aerial boom, 40,000 miles and 8,324 hours on 
it. Besides being twelve (12) years old, this truck is in fairly good shape. The vehicle was scheduled to be 
traded in for an amount of $25,000.00. 
 
Prior to the last three (3) years, the Electric Division has always had one (1) backup bucket truck. Currently 
there is no backup. Due to recent maintenance on the other bucket trucks, causing them to be out of service 
for extended periods of time, Management feels it is would be beneficial to have a backup bucket truck once 
again. 
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Repurchasing this vehicle would be the least expensive way to have backup vehicle, and operations 
personnel familiar with this truck. 
 
The approved fiscal year 2017 Electric Division budget has a Vehicle Replacement fund of $150,000.00. 
The purchase of three (3) vehicles this year totals $112,509.00, leaving a budget amount of $37,491.00. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner DeMuzzio expressed concerns regarding the implications of solar and fuel cell 
interconnections on Groton Utilities revenues and suggested planning a strategic planning meeting to 
discuss the various options going forward. Director Gaudet suggested possibly discussing the cost of service 
study at the same time. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, at 12:47 p.m., Commissioner Duarte moved, Commissioner DeMuzzio 
seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 
 Attest: 
 
 Paul Duarte 
 Clerk 
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