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SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 2019 
 

 GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX 

 6:30 PM 

   Town of Groton Mayor Granatosky called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Town of Groton: Chair Patrice Granatosky, Councilors David Atwater, Aundre 

Bumgardner, Rachel Franco, Conrad Heede, Lian Obrey (arrived at 6:35 p.m.), Rita Schmidt and Joe 

Zeppieri 

Town Manager John Burt 

Excused:  Councilor Juliette Parker  

City of Groton: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford, Councilors Lisa McCabe, 

Reginald Stanford, Gweneviere Depot  

Excused: Councilors Minerva Ortiz and Rashaad Carter 

 

II. ITEMS 

 

1. SCRRRA Recycling Presentation 
 

David Aldridge, Executive Director, and Rebecca Chapman, Outreach Coordinator, for SCRRRA 

presented before the Council. 

 

Mr. Aldridge provided background information on the authority being formed in 1987 to finance a 

waste energy facility located in Preston, Connecticut. He mentioned that 12 towns make up the 

Southeastern Connecticut Resource Recovery Resources Authority (SCRRRA). The operation burns 

700 tons daily, 263,000 tons a year and provides enough energy through a steam turbine to power ten 

thousand homes. Since its inception, the authority has expanded operations to manage recycling as 

well. Mr. Aldridge noted the current tip fee is $58.00 a ton, being the least expensive in the State. The 

authority subsidizes a third of the Town’s costs. 

Mr. Aldridge reviewed the waste management hierarchy, the state of solid waste disposals systems and 

the state of recycling markets today. He mentioned in a reaction to a crisis market, paper mills have 

been reopened in the south and a paper mill has been announced to open in Albany, New York in the 

near future. In addition, nine plastics plants have been announced as well. He explained the outlook is 

good and anticipates the market will rebound. 

He reviewed why people recycle and the impact of solid waste in our oceans. It was noted that 5 to 14 

million tons of plastics end up in the oceans and contaminate our food source. In addition, it was 

mentioned that 50% of plastics in the environment were manufactured in the last 15 years. He stated 

 a change in behavior is needed.  
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Mr. Aldridge explained in August the State will begin a single use plastic bag ban and will begin 

charging a .10 cent tax at point of sale. The State is expecting $30 million in revenue in the next two 

years due to this fee. Following the two year ban with tax assessed at point-of-sale, the bags will be 

banned outright. 

Mr. Aldridge reviewed a graph from 1970 to present on the U.S. Beverage Sales, Recycling & 

Wasting, and reviewed the curbside recycling impact. He explained that Connecticut passed the 

Comprehensive Materials Management Strategy in 2016 (CMMS) to challenge municipalities to 

increase the recycling diversion rate to 60% by 2024. He went on to review acceptable recycling 

materials and the recycling chain. He then reviewed Transfer Station recycling and disposal options 

for the items not collected at the curb, including statewide programs. The operational update for the 

Town of Groton FY 2019 was reviewed noting the number of units and tons of recycled items 

processed through SCRRRA and the savings benefit to the Town. Mr. Aldridge mentioned that 

SCRRRA also provides a number of hazardous waste events to area Towns. 

Ms. Chapman explained that SCRRRA also provides events for municipalities, Boards of Educations 

and Fire Departments to rid of their hazardous waste material at no cost. She mentioned this could be a 

cost savings of thousands of dollars to the entities if they take advantage of it. Ms. Chapman stated 

that the education about these events needs to be shared. 

Mr. Aldridge spoke on composting food scraps and foresees a larger program in the future to do so. He 

also noted that area residents and businesses need to be educated on the services that are provided free 

of charge. He stated that SCRRRA has an advertisement flyer they distribute, a SCRRRA application 

for smartphones and a website with all the information one would need to dispose of waste properly. 

In addition, it was noted that the Town of Groton Transfer Station will host the next Hazardous Waste 

Day on July 13th. 

Ms. Chapman explained that the website and smartphone app gives several options for disposal and it 

is altered to each individual Town and what their transfer station accepts. The database was described 

as large in size and very comprehensive. In addition, Ms. Chapman explained there was a location on 

the website and application to note suggestions for SCRRRA’s review. 

Discussion began on greenhouse emissions, why SCRRRA allows paper but not shredded paper, the 

proper location to dispose of plastic bags and the location to purchase compose bins.  

Mr. Aldridge responded that the plant in Preston has a very low greenhouse emission at a fraction of 

the required regulations.  SCRRRA does not take shredded paper as it becomes airborne and 

contaminates the other recycling processes. Ms. Chapman did mention that shredded paper can be 

brought to the Hazardous Waste Day to be disposed of at the paper shredding station. It was noted that 

plastic bags can be returned to the store in which they came from for proper disposal. Mr. Aldridge 

then explained that New London Board of Education sends their food scraps to a local pig farm in 

Waterford. He was describing that he would like to see a free scrap composting operation in the future 

in which schools, prisons, hotels and other large organizations could contribute their scraps to be 

turned into compost. This operation could cut the cost of 30% to 40% of organic materials going to 

waste. He explained the location of such an operation needing to be in an agricultural setting next to a 

highway. He also stated household compost bins can be purchased from SCRRRA at their offices at 7 

Hurlbutt Road in Gales Ferry. 

Discussion began on the sorting of glass, bottles and paper some time ago and why that process is no 

longer followed. Mr. Aldridge stated it was burdensome on residents. He explained once again that the 

residents need to be educated on the proper recycling method or proper option to discard an item.  

Mr. Aldridge stated that SCRRRA will be running an “one item” ad to educate residents on the correct  
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disposal method of that one item whether it is to recycle, dispose of the item in the trash or another 

method. 

 

Mayor Hedrick mentioned that prices have gone up and the challenge is educating what item goes 

where and what is accepted. He explained that the information needs to be simplified. 

 

Mr. Aldridge explained that he brings programs before young students and has created a new high 

school sustainability curriculum program for Stonington. If Stonington approves the curriculum, Mr. 

Aldridge will approach Groton next. 

Discussion began about an open forum possibly at Fitch High School in the near future. It was noted 

that the difficulty with an open forum is the people that already recycle will be present, and not the 

audience you want to capture. Mr. Aldridge stated although this may be the case, he is willing to 

conduct a forum at any time. 

Councilor Heede inquired what plastic items Mr. Aldridge would like to target to be eliminated. He 

responded plastic bags being the biggest issue; plastic straws as they are an issue for marine debris, 

and then Styrofoam. 

Mayor Granatosky mentioned that she was interested in the program for high school students. Mr. 

Aldridge gave a more detailed description of the curriculum. 

 

Mayor Granatosky thanked Mr. Aldridge and Ms. Chapman for their presentation. 

 
 
 

  
The Committee of the Whole recessed for a break at 7:49 p.m. 
 
The Committee of the Whole reconvened at 7:55 p.m. 

 

  
 

 

2. Waste Water Treatment Public Education  

Mayor Hedrick provided information to the Councils and the public on the items that are not allowed 

in drains. Some of the items were chemicals, disposals, medications and slick substances such as oils, 

fats and greases. All of these items compromise the drain system and the water treatment process. He 

mentioned these items cannot be removed through the biodegradable process and can get in our food 

sources. 

Mayor Hedrick provided an interactive presentation with jars of water each containing one of these 

items; cotton swabs, toilet paper, cotton balls, cotton pads, dental floss, paper towels, wipes, and 

kitty litter. A diaper was also part of the presentation where water was poured into it.  After the 

containers were shaken by the Councilors, the items were removed. The only item that broke down 

was the toilet paper. The diaper swelled and the gel inside of the diaper did not break down.  Mayor 

Hedrick emphasized that although flushable wipes are flushable; they are not biodegradable.  All of 

these items besides toilet paper would clog a system and cost a large amount of money to the resident 

and the Town to repair. He explained that the City and Town residents need to be educated on this  

issue noting the only items that should go in the drain is toilet paper and human waste. 
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Discussion began about garbage disposals. Mayor Hedrick explained that if residents do use the 

garbage disposal, they should run the water before, during and after to clear the drain. He still 

strongly suggested residents compost their food scraps for gardening instead. 

Mayor Hedrick thanked the Councilors and Mayor Granatosky for the opportunity. 

Mayor Granatosky thanked Mayor Hedrick. 

 

Town Manager Burt provided a quick update on the Groton Sail memorial location. He explained 

that the House bill passed the House for the sale of the right-a-way but it was not taken up with the 

Senate. Mr. Burt stated that the Department of Transportation (DOT) is working with the Town still 

on the Groton Sail location and is meeting with DOT on Friday morning. He will send out an update 

after the meeting. 

 

There was discussion on the City’s feelings about the new location of the Sail memorial as it would 

no longer be in the City limits. Mayor Hedrick noted the location of the Groton Sail has evolved and 

City Councilors realize that the Site Selection Committee chose the new location. The City Council 

and Mayor agree with the new location. 

 

Councilor Obrey explained that she did not want to have any animosity between the City and Town 

as they have been working well together. Mayor Hedrick agreed that the relationship has been good 

between the Town and the City. He noted that he meets with Mayor Granatosky and Town Manager 

Burt on a regular basis and encourages Department Heads in the City to reach out to their 

counterparts in the Town for collaborative efforts. In addition, he mentioned that he plans to continue 

nurturing the relationship between the Town and City. 

 

III. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

  

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Mayor Beckford moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to adjourn. 

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


