
CITY OF GROTON 
SPECIAL FREEMAN’S MEETING 

MINUTES 
DECEMBER 19, 2011 

             
           MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         7:00 PM 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order and presided.  There were twenty three (23) electors 
present. One (1) additional elector arrived after the first vote was taken. 
 
Clerk Patrick read the warning to electors and the call of the meeting. 
 
“RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE APPROPRIATION OF $200,000.00 (TWO 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) FOR ROOF 
REPLACEMENT AT THE COLONEL LEDYARD BUILDING TO BE PAID 
FROM UNDESIGNATED SURPLUS FUNDS” 
 

1. To receive a communication from the Mayor and Council with respect to a proposed 
resolution entitled “Appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and 
No Cents) for roof replacement at the Colonel Ledyard Building to be paid from 
Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
2. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled “Appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two 

Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents) for roof replacement at the Colonel Ledyard 
Building to be paid from Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
“RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE APPROPRIATION OF $200,000.00 (TWO 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO THE RESERVE FUND 
FOR CAPITAL AND NONRECURRING EXPENDITURES TO BE PAID FROM 
UNDESIGNATED SURPLUS FUNDS” 

 
3. To receive a communication from the Mayor and Council with respect to a proposed 

resolution entitled “Appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and 
No Cents) to the Reserve Fund for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures to be paid 
from Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
4. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled “Appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two 

Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to the Reserve Fund for Capital and 
Nonrecurring Expenditures to be paid from Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
5. To take action on any other business which may legally come before said meeting 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens of the City of 
Groton approve the subject resolutions. 

 
Mayor Galbraith read the following: 
 
R-11-12-89 RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO 
CENTS) FOR ROOF REPLACEMENT AT THE COLONEL 
LEDYARD BUILDING TO BE PAID FROM UNDESIGNATED 
SURPLUS FUNDS” 

 
   Section 1.  The sum of $200,000 is appropriated from the City’s undesignated fund 

balance surplus for the engineering, design and construction of roof replacement at Colonel 
Ledyard School, and for administrative, legal and financing costs related thereto.  

 
 Section 2.  The City hereby expresses its official intent pursuant to §1.150-2 of the Federal 
Income Tax Regulations, Title 26 (the "Regulations"), to reimburse expenditures paid sixty days 
prior to and anytime after the date of passage of this resolution in the maximum amount and for the 
capital project defined in Section 1 with the proceeds of bonds, notes, or other obligations ("Bonds") 
authorized to be issued by the City.  The Bonds shall be issued to reimburse such expenditures not 
later than 18 months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the substantial completion of the 
project, or such later date the Regulations may authorize.  The City hereby certifies that the 
intention to reimburse as expressed herein is based upon its reasonable expectations as of this date.  
The Director of Finance or his designee is authorized to pay project expenses in accordance 
herewith pending the issuance of reimbursement bonds. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens Approve the 
Appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents) for roof 
replacement at the Colonel Ledyard Building to be paid from Undesignated Surplus Funds.  
 
Mayor Galbraith asked for a motion from the floor. 
 
Keith Hedrick, 156 Shennecossett Parkway moved David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue seconded a 
motion to approve. 
Mayor Galbraith presented a power point showing the damage and deterioration of the roof at 
Colonel Ledyard Building and went over the options for replacing the roof.  She said the trussed 
shingled roof was the most cost efficient option and it would allow for additional work to be 
done on the HVAC system at a later date. She explained where the funding would come from. 
There being no questions from the floor Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote by show of hands. 
Mayor Galbraith and City Clerk Patrick counted. 
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VOTE:  
FOR      AGAINST        ABSTENTIONS 
2               0                       1  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith read the following: 
 
R-11-12-90 RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE APPROPRIATION OF $200,000.00 

(TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO THE 
RESERVE FUND FOR CAPITAL AND NONRECURRING 
EXPENDITURES TO BE PAID FROM UNDESIGNATED SURPLUS 
FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes §7-360 allows for the creation of a reserve fund for 
capital and nonrecurring expenditures upon the recommendation and approval of the budget-
making authority and the approval of the legislative body of any municipality; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the budget-making authority and approval by the 
legislative body, there may be paid into such reserve fund (a) amounts authorized to be 
transferred thereto from the general fund cash surplus available at the end of any fiscal year, (b) 
amounts raised by the annual levy of a tax not exceeding four mills for the benefit of such fund, 
and for no other purpose, such tax to be levied and collected in the same manner and at the same 
time as the regular annual taxes of the municipality or (c) surplus cash funds already held in 
reserve and available for capital or nonrecurring expenditures; and 
 
WHEREAS, the sum of $200,000 is appropriated from the City’s undesignated fund balance 
surplus for the creation of a Reserve Fund for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures 
 
WHEREAS, this resolution shall be effective upon the final reading and passage of “An 
Ordinance to establish a Reserve Fund for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures”; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens approve the 
appropriation of $200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to the Reserve 
Fund for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures. 
 
David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue moved Keith Hedrick, 156 Shennecossett Parkway seconded a 
motion to approve. 
 
Mayor Galbraith explained how surplus funds were carried over at the end of the fiscal year.  She 
said the City attorney had suggested creating a Reserve Fund in order to have a dedicated fund 
for future expenses that are not budgeted and recurring.  
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Joyce Hedrick, 156 Shennecossett Parkway asked for clarification that this is a new account and 
what this fund would be used for. 
Mayor Galbraith said yes, it is a new account it would be for non recurring expenses that come 
up unexpectedly. 
Ms. Hedrick asked for an example of what would be paid for from this fund. 
Mayor Galbraith said the retaining wall at the PAF would be a good example. 
There being no further questions from the floor Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote by show of 
hands. 
Mayor Galbraith and City Clerk Patrick counted. 
 
VOTE: 
 FOR       AGAINST ABSTENTIONS 
24               0                            0 
 

II. ADJOURNMENT  
David Hale, 13 Meech Avenue moved David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue seconded a motion to 
adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


