
CITY OF GROTON 
SPECIAL FREEMAN’S MEETING 

MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 1, 2010 

             
           MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         7:00 PM 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order and presided.  The City Clerk said there were 26 
electors present. 
 
The City Clerk read the call of the meeting and the warning to electors. 
 
“RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY APPROVE AN 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
108 THAMES STREET, 0 BROAD STREET AND 2 LATHAM STREET IN GROTON IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $349,000.00 (THREE HUNDRED FORTY-NINE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM UNDESIGNATED 
SURPLUS FUNDS” 
 

1. To receive a communication from the Mayor and Council with respect to a proposed 
resolution entitled “An Ordinance authorizing the purchase of real property located at 108 
Thames Street, 0 Broad Street and 2 Latham Street in Groton in an amount not to exceed 
$349,000.00 (Three Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to be paid 
from Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
2. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled “An Ordinance authorizing the purchase of 

real property located at 108 Thames Street, 0 Broad Street and 2 Latham Street in Groton 
in an amount not to exceed $349,000.00 (Three Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents) to be paid from Undesignated Surplus Funds”. 

 
3. To take action on any other business which may legally come before said meeting. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens of the City of 
Groton approve the subject resolution. 
 
Mayor Popp read the resolution before them. 
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R-10-11-74 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 108 THAMES STREET, 0 BROAD 
STREET AND 2 LATHAM STREET IN GROTON IN AN AMOUNT NOT 
TO EXCEED $349,000.00 (THREE HUNDRED FORTY-NINE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM UNDESIGNATED 
SURPLUS FUNDS” 

 
WHEREAS, the property located at 108 Thames Street, Groton, Connecticut (“Mother Bailey 
House”) is a historical home with significant  historical value to the City of Groton, Groton Bank 
area and the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the purchase of the property located at 0 Broad Street, Groton, Connecticut, a 
vacant parcel of land directly adjacent to the “Mother Bailey House”, allows the City of Groton 
to protect the historic resource that is the “Mother Bailey House” and to control the development 
of that parcel; and  
 
WHEREAS, the purchase of the property located at 2 Latham Street, Groton, Connecticut is 
appropriate for infill development to benefit the neighborhood and Thames Street area; and  
 
WHEREAS, this purchase of this real estate was referred to the City of Groton Planning and 
Zoning Commission in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes § 8-24 for consideration 
and was approved at its regular meeting held on October 19, 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Ordinance was published in The Day, a newspaper having general circulation 
in the City of Groton on October 8, 2010 and October 9, 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Freemen approved this Ordinance at a Special City (Freeman’s) meeting 
held on November 1, 2010 at the City of Groton Municipal Building; and  
 
WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council finally approve “An 
Ordinance Authorizing the purchase of real property located at 108 Thames Street, 0 Broad 
Street and 2 Latham Street in Groton, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed $349,000.00 
(Three Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from Undesignated 
Surplus Funds”. 
 
He then asked for a motion. 
 
Shirley Dunbar-Rose, 75 Baker Avenue moved Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road 
seconded a motion to approve R-10-11-74.   
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Mayor Popp went over some specifics of the properties and their appraised value. He went over 
some possible plans for the properties and said he hoped they could work with historical groups 
to assist with the restoration.  
 
Andrew Parrella, 790 Eastern Point Road said while he supports the purchase of historical sites 
and open space he feels that in this economic climate the funds might be better spent. He 
suggested tabling the purchase for the present time and revisiting once the Fire Department 
staffing issues are resolved. He suggested that grants be pursued for the purchase and restoration 
that may be required for the properties. 
 
Shirley Dunbar-Rose, 75 Baker Avenue said she disagrees with Mr. Parrella and spoke in favor 
of the purchase. She said the opportunity to purchase the properties could pass us by if not acted 
upon now. She asked the electors present to support the purchase. 
 
Leslie Evans, 45 Latham Street said she is the Director of the Avery Copp House and has fielded 
many inquiries from visitors regarding the Mother Bailey House. She said many people ask 
where they can find it and others have asked why it sits in such a state of neglect. She agrees 
with Ms. Dunbar-Rose that the time to act is now before it is too late.  
 
Tom Althius, 5 Meridian Street said he is President of the Groton Bank Historical Association 
and supports the purchase of these properties.  He gave an overview of the historical significance 
of the Mother Bailey House and provided a synopsis of the history of the property.  That 
synopsis is attached.  
 
Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road said that the 2001 Plan of Conservation and 
Development allows for development of historical properties and a link to an historical corridor 
along Thames Street. She urged all those present to vote in favor of the purchase. 
 
Bryon Niemann, 76 Allen Street said he is familiar with the properties in question.  He said he 
has thought that the Latham Street property would be ideal for municipal parking for visitors.  
He said he has questions on the costs associated with refurbishing the Mother Bailey House.   
 
Shirley Dunbar-Rose, 75 Baker Avenue said she has felt for many years that something should 
have been done to restore the house. 
 
Tom Althius, 5 Meridian Street added that the Mother Bailey House is on the National Historical 
Registry.  
 
Mayor Popp said the City can well afford the purchase price.  He said the City’s surplus fund at 
more than 20% is well above what is required.  He said they did have a structural engineer look 
at the property and have his recommendations to adequately shore up the house.  He said they are 
hopeful that grant money through historical organizations can be procured the fund the interior   
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restoration, he said there had been some restoration done in the 1970’s. He said that he hoped 
this would open the door to the possibility of other historical properties being made available. He 
said it is fairly sound despite the age of the structure. 
 
Andrew Parrella, 790 Eastern Point Road said he has concerns about funding however he can 
support it if grants are going to be available. 
 
There was continued discussion regarding Thames Street and the progress made on the plans for 
reconstruction of the deteriorating roadway.  
 
Mayor Popp asked for a voice vote. 
 
IN FAVOR  OPPOSED  ABSTENTIONS 
26   0   0 
Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business Mayor Popp asked for a motion for adjournment. 
 

II. ADJOURNMENT  
 

 
David Hale, 13 Meech Avenue moved David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue seconded a motion to 
adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


