
CITY OF GROTON 

EASTERN POINT HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2021 

  

In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and 

Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of 

Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public 

meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  
  

  HYBRID MEETING 

   4:30 PM 

 

Member Bernadette Kunkemoeller read the notice of the meeting. 

 

 New business includes Application 228 (Welchel) and application 229 (Hill for the City of Groton).  

 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Cheryl Auerbach, Marcia Gipstein, Mark Granatosky, Bernadette Kunkemoeller, 

Mark Whalen, chairperson;  

 Alternate: Eric Jay 

            Absent: none 

Also present: Joe Summers, Building and Zoning Official, City of Groton (staff 

Hybrid meeting as some participants were present via Zoom 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mark Whalen at 4:31 pm. 

Mark reminded commission that Eric Jay would participate in discussion and ask questions 

but would not vote as 5 regular commissioners were present. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of April 1, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes   

 

Motion: made by Mark Whalen to postpone approval of minutes of 4/1/21 as they were not 

included in all the packets   

Second: by Mark Granatosky  

Decision:  5 – 0 to postpone until next meeting when all have had a chance to review. 

 

III. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 None  

 

II. NEW BUSINESS 

  

Application #228, Sarah Welchel, 9 N Prospect St, replacement of 6 windows in kitchen 

area. 

PIN 3168707590988E 

 

Sarah Welchel changed her application to include all windows in house (40) as suggested 

by the chair to eliminate the need to come before the commission again.  All work would 

need to be completed within 2 years or she would need to apply again. 

Window contractor was present via Zoom to answer any technical questions. 

Wood windows would be replaced with wood composite not vinyl. 

Windows would have same visual design.  Beginning with 6 windows in kitchen area.  

Pictures of current windows and replacement windows were presented. 

 



Invisible screen as detailed in purchase order.  Aluminum storm windows currently on 

outside of windows would be eliminated. 

 

Discussion: cleaner look, better looking, more energy efficient, excellent presentation 

package, no need to come before commission again as replacements were done in stages 

over the next 2 years as long as the other windows were changed in the same manner 

keeping design and eliminating the outside storm windows. 

 
Motion: to approved Mark Whalen   

 Second: Marcia Gipstein   

    Decision: 5 - 0 

 

Application #229, Mary Hill for City of Groton, 0 Shore Avenue, install carved sign 

19.968” x 47.99” to the north of Griswold Point 

PIN 168707590988E 

 

Mary Hill presented a one sided sign that had been modified to be smaller than that 

originally presented, now 20 inches x 48 inches , placed 3 feet above grade to the bottom 

of the sign, on 2 4 x 4 inch posts to  be located in the middle of the property on a flat 

piece of elevated land, with swan design similar to other coastal access areas of the city. 

She was responsible for presentation as her department maintained the property in terms 

of mowing, snow removal from sidewalks and trash cans and “mutt mitt”.  Sign size is 

similar in size to the one at Washington Park now but the design is reflective of the one at 

Eastern Point Beach. 

 

Discussion: distraction to open space, not historic looking, not mandated by State. 

 Mary stated they will install mandated Coastal Access sign on existing “Mutt Mitt” which 

is attractive and similar to those located throughout the city.  Neighbors do not want as 

indicated by letters from last presentation in opposition to sign.  It is a new sign not a 

replacement as had been the one approved at Eastern Point Beach. No support from 

public.  Mark Whalen asked if anyone present in person or via Zoom would like to 

comment. Sarah Welchel indicated her related concern about traffic especially one way 

roads. There were no other comments.  

  Further concerns expressed by commissioners:  promote attractive nuisance; that 

standards of Commission if stricter must be adhered to, sign was not proportional to 

small piece of property, handbook indicates that signs should be consolidated (as is the 

case of the coastal access sign being placed on existing mutt mitt post) and that 

unnecessary sign clutter should be avoided. Concerns that other signs might become 

necessary indicating prohibitions such as no swimming, no erection of tents, parking etc 
 

Motion:  to deny sign approval in keeping with integrity of the historic district Mark 

Whalen  

 Second: Marcia Gipstein 

    Decision   5 – 0 denied 

 

III. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:36 p.m. 

 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

         Bernadette Kunkemoeller, Secretary 


