
 

EASTERN POINT HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2020 

  

 

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:00 PM 

 

 

I.     ROLL CALL 

Present: Marcia Gipstein, Bernadette Kunkemoeller, Cheryl Auerbach, Mark Granatosky. 

Absent: Mark Whalen 

Also present: Staff, Carlton Smith, Mary Hill Director of Parks and Recreation 

  

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of Meeting Minutes October 3, 2019 regular meeting. 

 

Motion: Mark Granatosky  

Second: Bernadette Kunkemoeller 

Notes added for clarification on railing being less than 30 inches. Motion to approve minutes  

as amended.  

Decision: All approved. Marcia Gipstein abstained as she was absent.  

 

III. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 John B. Davis, 198 Shore Ave.  

             Short term rental trend in Historic District.  Seems houses are being bought for  

 rentals/businesses. John asks commission to consider as an agenda item and if the  

 Commission would issue a statement of opinion.  

   

IV.       PUBLIC HEARINGS 

            None. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

 None. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS  

 Election of Officers: slate of officers: as Mark Whalen chair, as Cheryl Auerbach 

vice chair,  Bernadette Kunkemoeller as secretary. 
 

Motion:  Marcia Gipstein 

Second:  Mark Granatosky  

Decision:  All approved. 

 

 



 

 

 Application # 222, Applicant: Mary Hill as agent for City of Groton, property address 

3 Beach Pond Road.  Install new lifeguard chairs (3).  PIN # 168707588308E 

 

The old chairs were not safe: 7 foot jump to the ground and it was difficult to exit while keeping eyes 

on the water, the old chairs were metal and wood.  They have already been removed. The new chairs 

are similar to chairs from the past but with one person seat, incudes umbrella mount and ring buoy 

holder. The CIRMA 2014 assessment noted the life guard chairs are too high.  They were not in 

compliance with OSHA standards.  The new height would be no higher than 72 inches and there will 

be three seasonally permanent chairs. It is a safety requirement for waterfront. We have to work with 

the insurance company.  The material is white recycled plastic with no maintenance except power 

washing.  The chairs weigh 200 – 215 pounds and will be anchored into the ground. The life guards 

have been asking for these for a number of years. 

Mary Dunn from the State Culture and Tourism urged that we look at it favorably because of the 

safety issue.  It has come up in other shoreline Historical Districts.  

 

 

Motion: Marcia Gipstein to approve application for new chairs as described above 

Second: Bernadette Kunkemoeller 

 

Approved: Marcia Gipstein, Bernadette Kunkemoeller, Cheryl Auerbach 

Mark Granatosky disapproved 

 

Pre-application:  There was a question whether it should it come before the Commission?  
 

Vehicle car charging stations for electric cars at the beach parking lot 

 

Commission felt it should come before commission as a normal application.    

 

Staff will contact Attorney as to whether there can be a discussion at the Historic District 

Commission about short term rentals.  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion to adjourn:  Marcia Gipstein                 

Second: Mark Granatosky 

Adjourned 8:03 

 

 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Bernadette Kunkemoeller, Secretary 
 


