
EASTERN POINT HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

                                                          SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, December 3, 2015 

  

 

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 6:00 PM 

 

 

I.     ROLL CALL 

Present: Mark Whalen, Cheryl Auerbach, Mark Granatosky, 

Bernadette Kunkemoeller, Lawrence Taylor 

 Absent: Marcia Gipstein 

             Alternate: Tom Lewis 

 Also present: Staff, Carlton Smith  

  

 Special meeting called to order at 6:02    

 

II. NEW BUSINESS  

City Attorney Studer to review regulations relating to docks.  

 

He will present his interpretation of what  the regulations mean to the EPHDC. 

Waterward of the mean high tide line.  No answer directly in case law. 

Harbor Management Commission established by Groton in 2006.  Expectation is that the 

HMC should work with the sister agencies within the city. 

 

Municipality and its commissions have  limited jurisdiction in an area that has been  the 

State’s jurisdiction—the water beyond the mean high tide. 

 

DEP on the state level  is now looking into its regulations with regard to Historic District 

Commissions. 

 

Mean high water  is the standard.  It is the mean high tide that occurs most frequently.  

Mean high tide is elevation benchmark . MHW is new standard waterside,  it is state’s 

jurisdiction; landside is city’s jurisdiction. 

 

Questions from the commissioners were answered by Attorney Studer. 

 

City might not have had authority to define Historic District beyond the MHW or mean 

high tide when EPHC was defined.  Attorney opinion. 

 

Offered audience chance to speak 

Peggy Adams, 30 Central Avenue, Groton. Presented the letter with  her concerns 

regarding the project.  

Boat lift, no permit posted, lighting pollution, noise pollution, impact on neighbors. 

 



Don Doyle, 31 Hillside Avenue, Groton, CT 

Utilities underground  currently, lighting and lift 

Historic lights in the area 

Concern about height of pilings 

 

Eric Jay, 30 Hillside asked about the height of the pilings. 

Even if the dock is higher than the mean high tide mark it is still not regulated. 

 

Jean Doyle, 31 Hillside Avenue concerns about view, displeasure of neighbors. 

 

Peggy Adams asked if there was any recourse for those in oppositions to the project.  

Only suggestion was to look at approvals from DEP and Harbor Commission; permits 

were issued in 2013 

 

COP to replace existing dock does not even go before the Harbor Commission 

 

A new dock decision belongs to Harbor Management Commission.  Harbor Management 

Commission will in the future  refer to the Historic District Commission if a new dock 

extends into the land of the Historic District. 

 

Mark Whalen stated that the HDC attempts to best guide homeowners with sensitivity to 

Historical District. 

 

Lawrence Taylor asked if a communal letter could be sent to the property owner 

expressing concern and asking to be sensitive to the neighborhood. 

Mark Whalen stated   we can not respond as a commission only as individuals. 

 

The full information from the city attorney is on file with the Zoning department within 

the packet 15 Shore Avenue . The discussion for the special meeting in regards to dock 

construction at 145 Shore Avenue and it being beyond the mean tide high water line and 

therefore out of EPHDC jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

III. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion to adjourn: Mark Whalen              

Second: Cheryl Auerbach 

Adjourned 6:53 

 

 

 

        ______________________ 

        Secretary 

 

 


