
CITY OF GROTON 
COSTA PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2009 

            
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
                                                                                                            7:00 p.m.  
 
 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: A. J. Callahan, Denise Descheneaux, Paul Duarte, Celeste Duffy, Richard Kosta, 
Dave Rice, Phil Tuthill and City Planner Barbara Goodrich and Mayor Dennis Popp.  
Not in attendance: Al Chapman, Barbara Dutton, Pete Grills, David Hale, Judi Page, 
Robert Stefanik and Jim Streeter.  
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
None. 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS  
 None. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   
 Planner Barbara Goodrich distributed a summary of the input compiled at the January 

13th public forum. 
Discussion of the summary of the input compiled at the January 13th public forum and 
suggestions for the committee’s next steps. General discussion followed on the possibility 
of installing a barge at the property.  It was the consensus of the committee to phase the 
redevelopment of the Costa property.  The first phase would concentrate on the 
waterfront side of the property.  The priorities would be the repair and reuse of the docks, 
the repair of the seawall, the demolition or removal of all buildings and the possible 
construction of a boardwalk or walkway along the seawall. 

 
 Paul Duarte moved Denise Descheneaux seconded a motion to hire Coastline 

Construction and Development to do an assessment of the pier and apply to DEP for a 
Certificate Of Permission.  Motion carried. 

 
 Celeste Duffy moved Dave Rice seconded a motion to have the Highway Department 

proceed to stabilize or repair the seawall and have Karl Acimovic, an engineer with 
Groton Utilities, work with Highway to review the plans. 

 Motion carried. 
 

Discussed the possibility of offering the “Duplex” to interested parties willing to move 
the structure.  The Planner will research the legal process for declaring the  “Duplex” 
surplus through City procedures to make it available for this purpose. General discussion 



followed on the possibility of tearing down the refrigeration building.  Mayor Popp will 
talk to Highway Department Foreman regarding the demolition. 
 

V.  POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 None. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT  

Celeste Duffy moved Richard Kosta seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Tuthill adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Next regular meeting will be March 10, 2009. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________ 
Celeste Duffy, Acting Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


