
THE CITY OF GROTON  

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 
  

Council Chambers 

Virtual Meeting 

 5:00 PM 
 

Pursuant to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During 

Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 

2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public 

at this time.  The public may listen to this meeting in real time by calling 860-440-9974.   

 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Richard Palmieri, Anthony Chirillo, Karen Valente and Scott Hoyt. 

Richard Mears (on zoom), 

Excused: Kim Estep  

Staff present: B&Z Official Carlton Smith, Mayor’s Office Admin Jill Rusk and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick  

      Call to order 5:16 pm 

   

II. MINUTES APPROVAL 

Motion to accept minutes of July 6, 2020 meeting. 

 

Motion: Valente 

Second: Hoyt  

Decision: Approved  

 

Mayor Hedrick presented a certificate of Achievement to Commissioner Scott Hoyt for 

completing the CT DEEP online Municipal Inland Wetlands Agency Comprehensive 

Training Program. 

Mayor Hedrick thanked all the members of the commission for what they do to serve the 

community. 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

None. 

 

IV. AS INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

 

REFERRAL  
 

A. REPORT ON STATUS OF CITY WETLANDS 

B. COMMUNICATIONS 

CT DEEP, UConn-Avery Point, New Volume of Water Discharge 



Mr. Smith said he received notification that the UConn-Avery 

Point marine Science Center has a grant that will allow them to 

expand their studies and it would cause an increased volume of 

water discharge.  He said CT DEEP has given a tentative approval 

and has asked all commissions to weigh in. 

Anthony Chirillo noted there were houses across from the campus 

that are being demolished and the commission wasn’t notified. Mr. 

Smith said it is state property and the City has no jurisdiction.   

There was discussion of trees being removed from the fairway of 

the golf course. 

Mr. Smith said the golf course is town property. 

Karen Valente said she wanted to follow up on the town draft 

Open Space Conservation Plan.  She said her research didn’t find 

that it was mandated by the state and her online search yielded 6 or 

7 towns that have them.    

Chairperson Palmieri said he had no comments and suggested the 

commissioners review the request and they can discuss again. 

 

C. MEETINGS 

D. AIR MANAGEMENT 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS  

MMR, LLC, Attn: Birgit Stevenson 128-138 Meridian Street, Completion of 17 new 

townhouses, asphalt driveways and associated infrastructure and site improvements 

 

Clint Brown, Loureiro Engineering Associates gave an overview of the project at Park Place 

that has been completed.  He said they now wish to complete the remaining 17 townhouse 

style units with a garage underneath each unit. He noted they reworked the drainage to 

conform to current standards, most of the direct wetlands activity completed and an upland 

review is being done. He said they only comment received at this time is from the Fire 

Marshall that the turning radius should be expanded from 40’ to 45’ so the fire apparatus can 

turn around without having to backup.   

Building & Zoning Official Carlton Smith went over the map of the cul de sac, boardwalk 

and pathway. 

Chairperson Palmieri asked about the elevation changes or erosion measures. 

Mr. Brown said the grading and erosion control is shown on note sheet #2. 

There was discussion on grading for the project, the walking path, the bridge to be built over 

the wetland, and the materials that would be used to conform to current standards. 

 

Motion to accept Application, MMR, LLC to construct 17 new townhouses with asphalt 

driveways, parking area and associated infrastructure, property located at: 128-138 Meridian 

Street, Groton Ct  06340, as a significant activity.  

 

 Motion: Anthony Chirillo 

  Second: Rick Mears 



  Karen Valente suggested they add the modification of the plan to include the expansion of  

  the radius change as requested by the Fire Marshall.   

  Anthony Chirillo asked if there is a need for a re-characterization of the wetlands since 2013. 

  There was no others who spoke to do it 

 

   Motion with modification: Karen Valente 

 Second: Anthony Chirillo 

 Decision: Motion approved 5-0-0 with modification. 

 

Motion to move applicant MMR, LLC to construct 17 new townhouses with asphalt 

driveways, parking area and associated infrastructure, property located at: 128-138 Meridian 

Street, Groton Ct, to go to public hearing dated November 3, 2020 or later per Governors 

order and call for a third party review by CLA Engineers to be paid by the applicant not to 

exceed $1000.00 to the City of Groton per section 19.5 of the City of Groton Regulations for 

Preservation of Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 

 

Motion: Anthony Chirillo  

Second:  Karen Valente    

Decision: Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

 Chairperson Palmieri asked if they could do a site walk. 

Mr. Smith said they can do a site walk individually or with 1 other person.  Any more than 

that would constitute a meeting and would have to be publicly noticed.  He said the area is 

overgrown. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

Revised Plans, Igor Boris, 47 Beach Pond Road, Construct an attached garage. Shoreline 

reconstruction 

Mr. Boris said after they first presented his plan the City had comments and revised plans 

that addressed all concerns were submitted for tonight’s proceedings.   

Mr. Smith said there was an upland review and he asked for a 3rd party review.  He said 

CLA Engineering had reviewed the revised plans and have signed off on them. 

 

Make a motion to approve Application, 20-06-01 Thames Street Properties, LLC * 

Applicant:, Igor and Suzanne Boris, of 404 Thames Street 4th Floor Groton, CT, proposing 

to conduct the following activities within 200 feet of the inland wetland (pond), a garage 48 

feet from the pond, place boulders along the property line 25 feet from pond and a concrete 

paver walkway 37 feet from pond, per improvement  drawings and supporting documents, 

dated May 12, 2020, and revised June 28, 2020 and July 6, 2020, property located at 47 

Beach Pond Road Groton, Ct  06340  

 

 

1) Standard condition of the Inland Wetlands Regulation  

2) All technical items in the field will be addressed by staff 

  

 



              Motion: Karen Valente  

  Second: Rick Mears 

        Decision: Motion carried 5-0-0 

 

VII.     AS CONSERVATION COMMISSION   

 

A. WATER QUALITY 

 

B. AIR QUALITY 

 

C. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

D. OTHER ITEMS 

 

 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT   

 Motion: Karen Valente 

 Second: Scott Hoyt 

Motion to adjourn approved at  5:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

       __________________________ 

       Debra Patrick, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 


