
THE CITY OF GROTON  

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2020 
  

Council Chambers 

Virtual Meeting 

 7:30 PM 
 

Pursuant to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During 

Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 

2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public 

at this time.  The public may listen to this meeting in real time by calling 860-440-9974.   

 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Richard Palmieri, Anthony Chirillo, Karen Valente, Kim Estep (Zoom) and  

Richard Mears (Zoom), 

Excused: Scott Hoyt   

Staff present: B&Z Official Carlton Smith, Mayor’s Office Admin Jill Rusk and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick 

Staff on Zoom:Groton Utilities representatives Mike Webber and Ray Valentini and 

Public Works Director Tim Umrysz  

Guest: Kristen Solloway, Fuss & O’Neill on Zoom 

      Call to order 7:32 pm 

   

II. MINUTES APPROVAL 

Motion to accept minutes of September 1, 2020 meeting. 

 

Motion: Anthony Chirillo  

Second: Karen Valente  

Decision: Carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

None. 

 

IV. AS INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

 

REFERRAL  
 

A. REPORT ON STATUS OF CITY WETLANDS 

B. COMMUNICATIONS 

C. MEETINGS 

D. AIR MANAGEMENT 

 

 



 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS  

City of Groton, 295 Meridian Street/AKA 259 Meridian Street 

Mike Webber, Groton Utilities, went over the scope of the project noting the precautions      

that would be taken with silt fencing and hay bales.  He went over the removal plans of the 

old tank and the installation of the new tank. 

Chairperson Palmieri asked if there were any questions. 

K. Valente asked how they would address the concerns of Parks & Recreation. 

Mr. Webber said they will work with the Public Works Department for storage alternatives. 

 

Make a motion to accept Application, City of Groton, Department of Utilities to replace 

existing underground fuel storage tank (2000) gallons and install new (2000) gallon above 

ground fuel storage tank: property located at: 295 Meridian Street  Groton Ct 06340,AKA 

259 Meridian Street and move application to be voted on the next regular meeting of the 

Inland Wetlands/ Conservation Commission meeting on November 3, 2020  

 

With Conditions 

 

1) Temporary soil stockpile area encroaches on ballfield 5 and impedes park access roads 

will need alternative location 

The changes need to be into the City of Groton Clerk’s Office 2 weeks prior (October 20) to 

the November 3 meeting.  

 

 Motion: Anthony Chirillo 

  Second: Karen Valente 

Decision: Carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 City of Groton, 500 Eastern Point Road 

Mike Webber, Groton Utilities, went over the scope of the project noting the precautions        

that would be taken with silt fencing and hay bales.  He went over the procedures for 

installation of the new tank.  He said they will leave the old tank there and inspect for any 

spills and refill with flowable fill and cover it.  

A. Chirillo asked where the wetlands are in relation to the pump station. 

Mr. Webber said they are across the railroad tracks by Pfizer about 85ft from the excavation. 

 

Make a motion to accept Application, City of Groton, Department of Utilities to  expose 

existing underground fuel storage tank (1500) gallons and refill tank with flowable fill and 

install new (2000) gallon above ground fuel storage tank: property located at: 500 Eastern 

Point Road Groton Ct 06340, and move application to be voted on the next regular meeting 

of the Inland Wetlands/ Conservation Commission meeting on November 3, 2020 

Conditions 

Note 1 change No new Penetrations other “Then” to THAN 

Note 19 at the end of sentence add “BY THE END OF EACH DAY”  

 



The changes need to be into the City of Groton Clerk’s Office 2 weeks prior (October 20) to 

the November 3 meeting.  

 

 Motion: Karen Valente 

   Second: Richard Mears 

Decision: Carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Pfizer, 445 Eastern Point Road, Phase 2 Steam Line  

Kristen Solloway, VP Fuss & O’Neill went over the scope of the project noting there 

would be no impact to wetlands and no run off. She went over the precautions of using 

silt fencing and hay bales and that there will be a small stockpile outside the upland 

review area, .56 acres. 

 

Make a motion to accept Application, Pfizer, Applicant:, Fuss & O’Neill for Pfizer Inc., 

445 Eastern Point Road, for installation of new elevated steam pipes and condensate 

return piping, site steam system, supporting structures and foundations, and excavation 

for transition to underground routing south of building 220, running to the east above 

ground of Bldg. 200 and terminating below ground south of Bldg. 290 at : 445 Eastern 

Point Road, and move application to be voted on at a regular scheduled meeting of the 

Inland Wetlands/ Conservation Commission on November 3, 2020  

 

 Motion: Anthony Chirillo 

  Second: Richard Mears 

Decision: Carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

City of Groton Public Works Department, 295 Meridian Street 

Tim Umrysz, Public Works Director went over the scope of the project noting the 

precautions they will take in the catch basin and using silt fencing and hay bales.  He said 

the current tank is inspected yearly and there have been no issues. 

Mr. Smith went over the area where the wetlands are shown on the map and the 

precautions that will be taken. 

A. Chirillo asked if there are any other changes other than the highlighted areas. 

Mr. Umrysz said no. 

Mr. Smith asked what the timeline is for the work to be completed. 

Mr. Umrysz said about 3 days. 

 

Make a motion to accept Application, City of Groton Public Works Department to 

remove existing oil water separator and replace with precast 2000 gallon capacity unit: 

property located at:  295 Meridian Street Groton Ct 06340, and move application to be 

voted on the next regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands/ Conservation Commission 

meeting on November 3, 2020 

 

Motion: Karen Valente 

Second:  Kim Estep 

Decision: Carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 



 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 MMR, LLC, Attn: Birgit Stevenson 128-138 Meridian Street, Completion of 17 new   

 townhouses, asphalt driveways and associated infrastructure and site improvements 

 

Mr. Smith said the public hearing is set for November 3, 2020 to hear this.  He said the 

payment for 3rd party review has been received but the revised plans have not come in yet 

and they need time to review them and report on their findings in order for the public 

hearing to proceed. 

Chair Palmieri asked if Mr. Brown is aware of the timeline. 

Mr. Smith said he has contacted Mr. Brown to let him know when the plans must be in. 

There was discussion on how the November 3rd meeting would proceed. 

Mr. Smith said a number of Park Place owners have contacted the City with questions 

regarding the project.  

               

VII.     AS CONSERVATION COMMISSION   

 

A. WATER QUALITY 

 

B. AIR QUALITY 

 

C. COMMUNICATIONS 

Chair Palmieri said Clerk Patrick gave him a copy of the ECCD 

Outlook publication but there is only 1 and the members on Zoom 

won’t have an opportunity to review it. 

Mr. Smith said it can be scanned in and emailed to the members. 

 

Staff report: Mr. Smith announced he will retire at the end of 

October and this will be his last meeting. He said Mayor Hedrick 

will assist as needed. 

There was discussion for the commission members to take him and 

his wife out for a meal prior to his leaving to thank him for all he 

has done for the commission and the residents. 

Chair Palmieri said on behalf of the member that they are 

appreciative of all the effort Mr. Smith has put forth on behalf of 

the commission. 

D. OTHER ITEMS 

 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT   

 Motion: Karen Valente 

 Second: Anthony Chirillo 

Motion to adjourn approved at 8:09 p.m. 

 

 

__________________________ 

       Debra Patrick, City Clerk 


