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I. CALL TO ORDER   

Mayor Granatosky called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

        Mayor Granatosky noted all Town Councilors were present with the exception of Councilor Melendez. 

         

        Mayor Hedrick noted all City Councilors were present with the exception of councilor Depot and Councilor  

        Ortiz. 

 

Also present was Town Manager John Burt 

 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. THAMES STREET REPAIRS  

City Mayor Keith Hedrick explained that a heavy rain event washed out the retaining wall on Thames 

Street and created a need for this repair.  The City has been working with engineers to obtain a quote.  

The total amount for the project is $316,481.50.  The city has remaining highway funds in the amount 

of $193,512.00 from last year’s budget that it will be applying to this project. Electric Boat has agreed 

to pay $53,000.00 to remedy this repair since it affects the retaining wall on the property line.  The 

City is now requesting the remaining funds of $69,969.50 from the Town to fund the project.  The 

work will be started in the next few weeks and will take approximately two months to complete. 

 

Town Manager Burt noted this is less than the original amount that was mentioned to the Council as a 

pending project.  He informed the Council that contingency money could be used for funding. 

 

City mayor Hedrick noted that all costs have been included in this estimate and Electric Boat would 

be invoiced at the end of the project. 

 

Discussion began about possible overages, requesting funding from legislators and the percentage 

Electric Boat should be contributing.  City Mayor Hedrick explained that if there were overages, the 

city would be coming back to the Council; if there should be a surplus, the money will be applied to 

the current budget and a request to the Legislators has been made in the recent past.  Also he noted 

that Electric Boat’s contribution has been reviewed by the engineers, staff and the Mayor which all 

agreed it was an appropriate amount. 
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Discussion continued on the replacement of the fencing on the retaining wall and the drainage issues 

in the area. Mayor Hedrick explained that a portion of the fencing will be imbedded into the retaining 

wall.  He informed the Councils that the drainage issues in the area have been addressed and 

remedied, although he cannot guarantee that another weather event could cause an issue.  He 

explained the City is looking at plans to reduce impervious surfaces as well as changing over to gravel 

to absorb the rain water. 

 

2. SHORT TERM RENTALS 

Mayor Granatosky explained the Town council Committee of the Whole had a meeting recently in  

which it reviewed Short Term Rentals (STRS).  The surrounding Town/City mayors then came  

together and discussed what issues they have had in their Towns/Cities and what they planned to  

remedy the issue.  She noted the meeting was very productive. She informed the Council that she will  

provide the meeting information on the STRS at a future meeting.  Mayor Granatosky mentioned that  

the Town planned to have a working group that could review and  discuss the issue at length.  It was  

noted that citizens will be allowed to sit on the working committee to ensure a balance. 

 

Mayor Hedrick mentioned he will also be on the Town’s STR working group committee and will ask 

other City Councilors if they would like to be involved. He mentioned the City has formed their own 

working group and will be having a public information session to discuss this issue with the public to 

make sure everyone is informed. Mayor Hedrick then plans to take that information from the citizens 

and create a solution, if there is to be a corrective action. 

 

Mayor Granatosky noted that the Town has more STR properties than other surrounding Towns/Cities 

and each municipality has different issues concerning these properties.  She noted the Town of 

Ledyard wrote an ordinance acting on only 10 complaints from the public. 

 

Mayor Granatosky mentioned that both Councilors Bordelon and Franco are interested in working on 

the committee. Although the City is working on their own resolution, it is the hope that the Town and 

City work together on this issue. 

 

Mayor Hedrick noted Ledyard’s drafted ordinance still needs to brought before the Council for 

approval. He explained that STRS are a very complicated issue and one resolution may not fit each 

Town/ City. 

 

Councilor Bordelon requested that Mumford Cove be included in the discussion.  

 

3. SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE MANAGER  

Town Manager John Burt explained that it was the consensus of the Council there was a need for 

Sustainability and Climate Resilience Manager and requested the research of a shared position with 

another municipality. Originally, the Town of Stonington had some interest in a shared position but 

since that time the City of Groton showed interest is sharing a position as well. This appears to be the 

best solution as the Town may have to fund some of the projects in the future for the City. The Town 

and City are looking to share the position 50/50 but are still looking at the details. 
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Mayor Hedrick noted that the City is moving forward with a resiliency study that will be grant funded  

and also has cadets from the Coast Guard Academy looking to work on four projects for their 

junior/senior school projects. Mayor Hedrick mentioned the Town and City will work together looking 

at projects that will affect the entire Town and City. 

 

It was the consensus of the Council to continue negotiations on the shared position with the City of 

Groton. 

 

4. HIGHWAY FUNDS COMMITTEE  

Mayor Granatosky requested volunteers to participate on the Highway Funds Committee. Town 

Councilors Zeppieri, Bordelon and Heede agreed to be on the Committee. 

 

Mayor Hedrick noted City Councilors Depot, Beckford and Sanford will sit on the committee as well. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

         The meeting was adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


