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I. CALL TO ORDER 

Deputy Mayor Beckford called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

          Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford, Councilors Rashaad Carter, Lisa McCabe, Reginald 

            Stanford, Gweneviere Depot, Minerva Ortiz and City Clerk Debra Patrick 

 Excused: Mayor Keith Hedrick  

 
 Beach & Parks Committee Chairperson Alfred Restivo, William Borysewicz, Cynthia Garvey, Gail Kelly, Lori  
 McClain and Parks and Recreation Director Mary Hill   

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. 2020 EASTERN POINT BEACH RULES & REGULATIONS  

Deputy Mayor Beckford asked Mr. Restivo if there was a recommendation from the Beach & Parks 

Committee. 

Mr. Restivo said the recommendation from the Beach & Parks Committee is Option #5, close the gate 

at 8:00 p.m.   No charge for City residents after 6:00 p.m., ½ price to no-City residents after 6:00 p.m. 

He gave some background on the members of the committee and their various ways they have been 

and continue to be involved in the community.  He said the committee did its due diligence in 

deliberating and making their recommendations.  He noted some issues that had been brought to the 

attention of the Director Mary Hill and the committee when there was no staff at the gate after 6:00 

p.m.  They brought in beach patrol monitors and in 2017 instituted the later gate hours to address the 

lack of adherence to the rules in place. He said having personnel on duty allows them to enforce the 

rules and to ensure the maintenance can be done. He said he has heard from residents that they are 

happy with the extended hours and it is a family friendly environment. 

Ms. Kelly said she agrees with much of what Mr. Restivo said but she has heard from people that are 

unhappy with the later gate hours.  She said she is not in favor of the later gate hours. 

Ms. McClain said her experience in the City ranges from working with the homeless, schools and 

churches.  She has never gotten a complaint about the later gate hours.  She has heard from seniors 

who are pleased with the lower cost for their parking pass. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford said after the meeting they could take a moment to do further introductions.  

He thanked the B&P Committee members for their commitment of time and assured them their advice 

is taken seriously. 

Councilor Depot said she has received complaints even though others haven’t.  She agrees the beach 

must be maintained but budgeted funds pay for it, not the gate fees.  She said they should change the  
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behavior of those not following the rules, not exclude people.   

Deputy Mayor Beckford said they are discussing Option #5. 

Councilor McCabe said Option #5 is very close to Option #2 that was discussed previously.  She said 

being open until 8:00 isn’t the issue, allowing City residents in for free is what they want. 

Councilor Stanford said Option #5 is the most feasible option.  He asked why we have a gate person if 

there are no lifeguards. 

There was discussion that the lifeguards have always left by 6:00 p.m. and signs are out that there are 

no lifeguards on duty and the gate person and beach monitors are there to ensure the rules are 

enforced. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford asked if there was a motion. 

 

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move the 2020 Eastern Point Beach 

Rules & Regulations to the March 2. 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

2. 2020 RECREATION DEPARTMENT USER FEES   

Deputy Mayor Beckford said they would need a motion for this as well. 

 

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move 2020 Recreation Department 

User Fees to the March 2, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Borysewicz noted some other local beaches close down completely at 5:00 p.m. and New London 

does ½ price admission after 5:00 p.m. While he is agreeable to Option #5 it is apparent other beaches 

are either closing down at 5:00 p.m. or continuing to do what we have been doing by charging half 

price.  When he worked the gate in college City residents could get in for free until 11:00 p.m. with 

ID.  

Councilor Depot said it concerned her that other beaches are getting away with it, we shouldn’t be 

trying that.  She said beach funding doesn’t just come from the parking fees. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT   

         Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Deputy Mayor Beckford adjourned the meeting at 5:24 p.m. 
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