
 

     

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Special 
Committee of the Whole 

Minutes 
 

Monday, April 13, 2020 

City Municipal Building 
295 Meridian Street 
Groton, CT 06340 

 
Council Chambers/ 

Online Meeting 
 

6:00 PM 

 
 

 

Pursuant to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During 

Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, 

suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this 

time.  Public Meetings will be televised in real time on Groton Municipal Television Channel 2 and online. 

 

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present in the room: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Finance Director Ron Yuhas  

and City Clerk Debra Patrick.  

Present remotely: Councilors Lisa McCabe, Reginald Stanford, Gweneviere Depot, and Rashaad 

Carter (at 6:01). 

Excused: Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford and Councilor Minerva Ortiz. 

 

Mayor Hedrick read a proclamation honoring Groton Utilities Water Division employee Rocco 

Nasiatka on his 50 years of service to Groton Utilities and the City of Groton. 

Mayor Hedrick thanked Mr. Nasiatka for his years of service and leadership at the Water Treatment 

Plant and wished him all the best. 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE  

Mayor Hedrick said in the municipal building we are working with skeleton crews and the building 

is closed to the public. All departments are available by phone or email if there are concerns or 

questions.  The Fire, Police and Public Works Departments are fully staffed and continuing to serve 

our residents. 

He said there is a plan in collaboration with the Town of Groton and Physicians One Urgent care to 

have a drive thru testing next Sunday.  There will be 200 test appointments available and 

participants should call their primary physician to get authorization or go through the Physicians 

One Urgent Care screening process for a test.  More information will be available on the City of 

Groton Government Facebook page or in The Day. 

He said DEMHS, LLHD and our legislators are working to get Electric Boat rapid tests for their 

employees.  

The City is working with the Town of Groton and the State with regard to Executive Orders 7S and 

7W on tax deferment.  This is expected to be voted upon by April 26th. 

The City of Groton beach and parks are open and the rules still apply, dogs should be on a leash 

and are not allowed on the sand or in the water.  All trash should be disposed of properly in the 

receptacles provided. While there people should continue to practice good social distancing. He 

stressed the importance of washing your hands with soap and water, using hand sanitizer, cleaning 

surfaces with bleach wipes, the proper disposal of gloves and wearing a mask when out.   
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He read a public notice for the Public Hearing on the budget to he held Monday, April 20th at 6:00 

p.m.  This notice appears on the City of Groton website cityofgroton.com   

in the Public Notices folder on the home page.  The public hearing will be televised and all public 

comments should be sent or emailed to the Mayor’s office by 12:00 noon April 20th. 

 

II. REFERRALS 

  REFERRAL ITEM #767 BUILDING AND ZONING VEHICLE PURCHASE   

  Carlton Smith, Building Official requested approval to purchase a new vehicle to replace a 2007  

Chevy Colbalt. He said the costs for repairs to the struts was going to cost approximately $1,600.00                                      

and the current value of the vehicle on Kelly Blue Book is approximately $1,600.00. The cost for 

the new vehicle is $24,740.00 for a 2020 Ford Escape as the replacement. 

  Councilor Carter asked if new vehicles were purchased last month. 

  Mayor Hedrick said those were for Groton Utilities. 

  Finance Director Yuhas said there were vehicle purchased for the Fire, Building and Public Works 

  Departments in December. 

  Councilor Carter asked who this new vehicle was for. 

  Mayor Hedrick said it is for the Building Inspector Walter Woycik. 

  Councilor McCabe asked what the vehicle is used for. 

  Mr. Smith said to drive to and from inspections, classes and other functions that support the  

  building department. 

  There was discussion on the merits of trying to buy vehicles in bulk and when it is feasible to fund  

  vehicles for future purchases. 

 

  Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item #767 to the    

  April 20, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM #690 CITY BUDGET PRESENTATIONS 

  Mayor Hedrick read the budget message that will be in the proposed budget.  He noted where    

  reductions were made and that the current mill rate of 4.30 would remain the same.  He said the  

  budget books would go out to the Councilors this week and the review of the budget would begin      

  next week.  He noted our reserve balance is healthy at 23%, the recommendation of the bond  

  council is to have a reserve between 20%-25%.   

 

  REFERRAL ITEM #698 CAFR OVERVIEW/AUDITOR PRESENTATION  

  Finance Director Yuhas said Scott Bassett, Partner at RSM would usually come to the Council and   

  give this overview but under current circumstances that isn’t possible. He noted the opening   

  statements in the report by the auditor that there were no concerns. He gave an overview of the  

  financials and various fund balances including the general fund, proprietary funds and trust funds. 

  He said there were no recommendations by management of RSM. 
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  REFERRAL ITEM #766 ACTUARIAL COST ESTIMATE–2020 COLA FOR PRE-2017  

  RETIREES 

  Finance Director Yuhas said this first goes to the Retirement Board and went over the formula used 

  by the actuary to determine the increase.  He noted the costs for the increase are funded based on  

  the assumption by the actuary.  He said this has been approved by the Retirement Board.  

 

  Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move Referral Item #766 to the 

  April 20, 2020 Mayor and Council Meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Councilor Depot moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to CGS 1-200 (6)(E), 1-210(9); to discuss union negotiations to include the Council and  

HR Director Linda Avedisian by phone.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in the Mayor’s office at 6:34 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 6:46 p.m. 

 

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move the acceptance of 

AFSCME 1303-135 contract to the April 20, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 6:49 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


