
 

     

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 
 

Committee of the Whole 
Minutes 

 
Monday, February 24, 2020 

City Municipal Building 
295 Meridian Street 
Groton, CT 06340 

 
Council Chambers 

 
6:00 PM 

 

Deputy Mayor Beckford called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford, Councilors Lisa McCabe, Reginald Stanford, Gweneivere 

Depot, Minerva Ortiz, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra Patrick 

Excused: Mayor Keith Hedrick  

 

II. REFERRALS: 

  

REFERRAL ITEM #655 DEPARTMENT PRESENTATIONS  

MIRANDA CREATIVE  

Deputy Mayor Beckford introduced Economic Development Specialist Cierra Patrick. 

Ms. Patrick said Ms. Miranda will give an overview of a branding workshop done in 2019.  It will  

allow us as a municipality to see how to strengthen our brand and carry out all our department’s  

messages. 

Maria Miranda, of Miranda Creative noted the reasons why a municipality would seek to  

brand/market themselves.  Her powerpoint presentation was an overview of what the City hoped to  

accomplish with branding.  She gave some recommendations & methodologies and noted the steps  

that could be taken during the 1st year Phase 1 and the 2nd year Phase 2 of ways to get the City’s  

message out.  She went over the roles and responsibilities of the City of Groton and Miranda  

Creative.  

The Councilors thanked Ms. Miranda.   

The hard copy of the powerpoint is available for inspection with the City Clerk.     

   

REFERRAL ITEM #742 GROTON UTILITIES  

CHANGE ORDER #11 

Groton Utilities Director said this is construction related, an as found condition that requires a rain  

shield for units 1 &2.   

Councilor Depot asked why this wasn’t seen or included in the original contract. 

Mr. Gaudet said it was discovered once construction began and internal brick was exposed.. 

Councilor Stanford asked if this was caused by RH White or was it long term damage. 

Mr. Gaudet said it was water damage over a period of time that was found. 

Councilor Ortiz asked if it might happen again. 

Mr. Gaudet said the new façade and rain shield will protect it. 

Councilor McCabe asked if the rain shield was planned or added to fix the façade. 

Mr. Gaudet said it was always planned. 

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742, 

Change Order #11, to the March 2, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 
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CHANGE ORDER #12 

Mr. Gaudet said this is the same as the prior item but for unit 3.  

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742,  

Change Order #12, to the March 2, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 
BIOXIDE SOLUTION ODOR CONTROL PROGRAM  
Mr. Gaudet said this is the same product we currently use and they had been adding it manually  

when odors were detected.  The vendor will come in and install wireless sensors to measure the  

hydrogen sulfide levels and provide feedback.  This will allow the levels to be controlled and  

preserve the pipes from corrosion and control odor. 

Councilor Depot asked if there were complaints about the odor only at these 2 pump stations. 

Mr. Gaudet said by feeding the chemicals back into the system it gets back to the main plant. He  

said this is done and recommended by the vendor.  It is a 2 year contract and the expectation is to 

have the operators learn and run this themselves at the end of the 2 years.  He said the chemical is  

universally recommended and a non-hazardous salt that is environmentally friendly. 

    

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742,  

Bioxide Solution Odor Control Program, to the March 2, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  

Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #561 GROTON UTILITIES FINANCIALS 

Mr. Yuhas gave an overview of the YTD revenues, operation expenses and net income for the 

electric, water and sewer divisions.  He noted they are in a good position. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #765 COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT  

Mr. Yuhas said IT General Manager Sue Blanchette did a great job providing all the data and the 

proposal for this.  He gave an overview for the costs of the City and GU.  He said there is a non-

appropriation rider that would allow them to exit the contract. 

There was discussion on the difference in price, the large increase in color copies and overages that 

were charged due to the copy increase.   

Councilor Depot said that upgrades can be favorable and provide some cost savings. 

Mr. Yuhas thanked Ms. Blanchette for all she did with working on the proposal with the vendor. 

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 765,  

Copier Lease Agreement, to the March 2, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #690 CITY BUDGET PRESENTATIONS   

Mr. Yuhas said we are tracking normally for the YTD on City expenses. 
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III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Deputy Mayor Beckford adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


