
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2019 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  6:00 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Jill Rusk, Stephen Sheffield (arrived at 6:10), Rashaad 

Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Councilors Jamal Beckford and Gweneviere Depot. 

 

II. REFERRALS: 

REFERRAL ITEM # 690 CITY BUDGET PRESENTATIONS    

Parks and Recreation 

Recreation: Mary Hill, Parks & Recreation Director said there is no increase while maintaining 

their level of service for the recreation portion of the budget. She noted if there are increases in 

minimum wages then it would have a significant impact on the budget. 

Councilor Rusk said the beach receipts are much higher than expected. 

Ms. Hill said that is for beach passes and gate receipts.  She noted that they ran out of beach passes 

last year and have increased the order for the coming season. 

Maintenance: Ms. Hill said the maintenance budget increase is 18.27% over last year due to capital 

projects at Washington Park, Eastern Point Beach and the maintenance building for the P&R staff. 

There are also slight increases in the operating expenses. 

Councilor Rusk asked if all the projects can be completed in 1 year. 

Ms. Hill said they will contract them out and schedule them around the activity level of the 

locations. 

There was a discussion on the original plan for the press boxes that included assistance from Avery 

Point and the Carpenters Union which has not worked out.  

Deputy Mayor Gerrish complimented Ms. Hill for all she does for the program. 

 

Building and Zoning 

Carlton Smith, Building & Zoning Official said there is an increase of 285.81% in his budget due to 

the anticipated expansion at EB and the impact on his department. He said the vendor/contractor is 

already on board for plan review and inspections.  He said EB would like final inspections for the 

building by May 2023 and he expects $3.2 million in permit fees on this expansion.  Once EB 

begins bringing the funds in they will begin work. 

Finance Director Yuhas said the funds are budgeted but are frozen until needed.  

Mr. Smith said he has increased his vehicle replacement budget to allow for both vehicles to be 

replaced. 

The Boards & Commissions budget has increased 92.31% due to the work that will come before 

them for EB expansion plans and funds set aside to update the EPHD regulations.  He said Harbor 

Management Commission brings in mooring fees and the harbor master and commission 

chairperson do a great job with the commission. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish said the budget is well planned out with all the contingencies. 
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Planning 

Dennis Goderre, City Planner said his budget increase is 4.29% for training, travel expenses, cell 

phone and advertising.  He said there is an increase in contractual services for scanning and the TIF 

Policy.  

Councilor Rusk asked why there is a $1,000 increase over last year. 

Mr. Goderre said he broke it down for travel and cell phone expenses. 

Mr. Yuhas said the former planner didn’t have a cell phone. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 561 GROTON UTILITIES FINANCIALS 

Mayor Hedrick said the copies of the GU proposed budget for FY 2019-2020 is being delivered to  

them tonight as required by the charter.  He said they will discuss it in depth in May. 

 

Mr. Yuhas reviewed the financials from electric, water and sewer divisions noting they were mostly  

on target with the budget with operating expenses under budget. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 742 GROTON UTILITES   

  HUBER INTAKE FILTER SCREEN 

Ron Gaudet, Director GU, said this has not had maintenance in 5 years and needs to be repaired  

and the quote came in at $20,000.  He said it should be scheduled for maintenance every other year  

but that hasn’t been done.  This is not an identified project in the budget. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if it fell through the cracks. 

Mr. Gaudet said it did but should have been on track for maintenance every other year. 

Councilor Sheffield asked what the cost would be for the appropriate maintenance. 

Mr. Gaudet said it would depend on the parts needed but maybe about $6,000 each time. 

Councilor Rusk said this is at least the 3rd time something has come to them from the PAF needing  

immediate repair due to a lack of maintenance.  She asked if a plan could be put in place for this to 

avoid it happening again.. 

Mr. Gaudet said they are working on developing a plan to keep a routine maintenance  

schedule and look into getting a maintenance contract. 

There was discussion on the importance of routine maintenance and having a maintenance contract. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742, Huber 

Intake Filter, to the Mayor and Council meeting of May 20, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

  B&W PAVING – WALKER HILL 

Mr. Gaudet said this is to lay the pipe and then pave over it and that it was planned and budgeted. 

There was a discussion on the scope of the work to be done including the addition of a pump  

Station.  Councilor Rusk asked what would happen to the old tank. 

Mr. Gaudet said it will be demolished starting this week. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742, B 

& W Paving-Walker Hill, to the Mayor and Council meeting of May 20, 2019. Motion carried. 
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  CHROMATOGRAPH 

  Mr. Gaudet said this was to be budgeted for next year but it needs to be replacement now as it is    

  integral for the work in the water lab.  It recently became unsupported by the manufacturer.  They  

  have a couple of quotes and this is the best. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 742, 

Chromatograph, to the Mayor and Council meeting of May 20, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 748 DONATION REQUESTS  

  SACRED HEART CHURCH 

  Mayor Hedrick said they received this request noting the proceeds from the golf tournament are to  

  support some special education programs at the school. 

  Mr. Yuhas distributed a list of donations made dating back to 2016 to allow the Councilors to see  

  whom they have donated to in the past and where the current balance is in the funding. 

  Deputy Mayor Gerrish asked if the Board of Ed takes care of their special education needs. 

  Mayor Hedrick said probably not as they are a private school. 

  Councilor Rusk asked if we had a request from Riverfront yet. 

  Mayor Hedrick said they did not. 

  Councilor Carter suggested a donation of $150 so it would leave a balance for any other requested  

  that come before the end of the budget year. 

 

  Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 748, in the  

  amount of  $150.00 to the Mayor and Council meeting of May 20, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 749 TAX COLLECTOR SUSPENSE LIST  

  Mr. Yuhas said this is done every year, it is still collectible and not written off.  It is not real estate,  

  it is personal property.  

 

  Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 749  

  to the Mayor and Council meeting of May 20, 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

  Mr. Yuhas distributed copies of the YTD expenditure report of the City budget.  

  Councilor Rusk asked why Boards & Commissions was so low. 

  Mr. Yuhas said that is for the actuarial report and it hasn’t been paid yet.  

 

  Mayor Hedrick said this is the last meeting of this Council and he wanted to thank them all, 

  particularly Deputy Mayor Gerrish and Councilor Sheffield who are not running again for all they  

  have done as they served.  He invited them to attend the swearing in May 13th so he could properly  

  acknowledge their service. 

  Deputy Mayor Gerrish said he has enjoyed serving these past 8 years and plans to stay involved in   

  other ways. 

  Councilor Sheffield said he is thankful and blessed to have been able to serve the past 6 years.  
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III. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


