
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2018 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick 

 

II. REFERRALS: 

REFERRAL ITEM # 716 HIGHWAY GARAGE GUTTER REPAIR  

Steve Biekert, Highway Department Supervisor went over the damage and the needed repairs.  

He said there were 2 proposals from Yankee Remodeler for needed repairs. 

Mayor Hedrick said there are slip hazards so the work must be done. 

Ron Yuhas, Finance Director said there are 2 distinct projects and went over the projected costs. 

Councilor Depot asked if these repairs have needed to be done since 2016. 

Mr. Biekert said yes, both have needed to be done for quite some time. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish asked if there is funding for this in the budget. 

Mr. Yuhas said the funds have been encumbered from the 2018 FY budget for this purpose. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish said it is probably more cost effective to do it all at the same time. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 716 

to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 717 PURCHASE OF 2019 INTERNATIONAL 6X4 CONSTRUCTION 

DUMP 

Eric Webster, Highway Department Garage Mechanic said this will replace a 2005 truck and that it 

is the most used vehicle in the fleet.  

Mr. Yuhas said this was piggy backed on the Water Shop bid from last year with an adjustment due 

to the tire size change to reflect what the rest of the fleet is. There are 2 pieces to the purchase the 

cab/chassis and the body for a total cost of $165,677.36. 

Councilor Carter asked if the $35,000.00 is for the trade in. 

Mr. Yuhas said it is. 

Mr. Webster said they are going with the high lift gate on the truck as it is a safer alternative.  

Councilor Depot asked how long they expect the truck will last. 

Mr. Webster said they generally expect 10 years but usually get more. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 717 to the 

Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 714 PURCHASE OF THIRTY-FIVE (35) 9MM WEAPONS 

Chief Spellman said the department has asset forfeiture money and they would like to 35 new  

9mm weapons for the department. He said they will be able to trade in their current weapons.  

Councilor Rusk asked where the money is from. 

Chief Spellman said it is money seized in a narcotics case that is in the asset forfeiture account. 

There was discussion that they had a quote from a local business but the difference in the quotes 

was sizable. 

Councilor depot asked how old the current weapons are. 

Chief Spellman said they are more than 10 years old and have been well maintained so they will be 

able to trade them in.  The 9mm will provide good accuracy and are effective as a 45.  The rounds 

are also less expensive which is helpful for training purposes. 

  

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 714 

to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #  715 VEHICLE PURCHASE–POLICE DEPARTMENT FORD 

UTILITY 

Chief Spellman said the State bid for the vehicle is $28,000.00 and the additional accessories 

required bring the cost to approximately $50,000.00. He said they are rotating the Crown Victoria 

cruisers out to the AWD vehicles that have the reverse sensors for safety reasons.  

There was discussion on the total cost, the short window of opportunity for this bid price to place 

the order and that the department would absorb any costs over the $50,000.00.  

  

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 715 to the 

Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 712 BEACH AND PARKS MEMORIAL REQUESTS 

Mary Hill, Parks & Recreation Director said there is a 2005 policy by resolution for memorial trees  

and benches.  Friends and colleagues of Elaine Spinney Clendenin, a former summer playground  

employee, would like to plant a tree in her memory.  

The family of Eva Stern would like to have a memorial plaque on a bench at Eastern Point Beach  

which was her favorite place and holds so many memories for the family. 

Councilor Depot asked if they wanted a plague or a bench. 

Ms. Hill explained that the cost is $75.00 for a refurbished bench and that the cost of the plague  

would vary depending on what is written.  The P&R staff would work with the family on the  

location of the bench. 

  

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 712 

to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2018 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 713 ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – CONTROL OF PETS 

Ms. Hill said the Beach & Parks Committee would like to make a language change to the 2013  

Ordinance regarding control of pets. The committee members don’t feel the current language  

addresses pets in vehicles at the beach or being walked around the perimeter of the beach inside the  

gate.  

There was a lengthy discussion on whether pets should be allowed on the beach property during the  

off season and/or allowed in cars at any time, having dispensers on the property for the bags for pet  

waste, whether this should go to the Council Group P&R Committee or back to the Beach & Parks  

Committee for further discussion and whether the area down Shore Avenue is considered to be part  

of the beach property.  

Mayor Hedrick did a poll of the Councilors and determined the discussion should be brought back  

to the Council Group Committee. It will be referred at the next Mayor & Council meeting and  

then Councilor Carter can report back to the Beach & Parks Committee at the September 12th  

meeting. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 710 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING POLICY 

Dennis Goderre, City Planner gave an overview highlighting the salient components of the City’s  

TIF Policy going over each component, funding guidelines and options. 

Mayor Hedrick said the Council has discussed this in the past and felt Mr. Goderre should present  

this to the City Council as the City Planner.  He reiterated if approved by the Council it would go to  

the Town Council for acceptance.  

There was some discussion on the 30 versus 50 years and Mr. Goderre said he would research it.  

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 710 to the 

Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 711 COASTLINE CONSULTING – SHIPP GRANT PROJECT  

Mr. Goderre, gave an overview of the proposal for design and permitting services for Phase I for  

343-353 Thames Street.  He said the slips would be transient and be used for boats and kayaks.  

Mr. Yuhas said they would waive the bidding process since Coastline Consulting is familiar with  

the location having done other projects for the City.  

There was discussion on the future plans for parking, creating an esthetic barrier between the  

location and the PAF,  and that a firm has been hired to evaluate the best use of both upper and  

lower Costa properties. 

Mayor Hedrick said they may revisit 1 way traffic on Thames Street in the future. 

Mr. Goderre said that is included in the scope of study that is being done. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 711 to 

the Mayor and Council meeting of September 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 561 GROTON UTILITIES FINANCIALS  

Ron Gaudet, Director Groton Utilities gave an overview of the July 2018 financials for the electric, 

water and sewer divisions noting the balance sheets, income statements, revenues and operational 

costs.  

He went over a graph provided to the Council of other municipal water/sewer usage costs noting 

those that had a flat fee for well water customers.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  

 James Streeter, Alternate, Planning and Zoning 

 Mayor Hedrick said the City Republican Committee has endorsed Mr. Streeter for this appointment  

 and with his vast knowledge of the City he would be an asset to the commission. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 

appointment of James Streeter Alternate, Planning & Zoning.  Motion carried.  

  

III. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 9:39 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

   


