
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2018 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. REFERRALS: 

REFERRAL ITEM # 699 PAF – SEWER SYSTEM USES PRESENTATION 

Kevin Cini, Chief Operator, PAF introduced Jared Reeves, Dock Attendant to do a presentation for 

the Council. 

Mr. Reeves said he is studying Environmental Sciences and would like to be certified as a Waste 

Water Treatment Operator. His presentation centered on what should not be flushed in the toilet 

and the reasons why. Baby wipes, personal hygiene and cleaning wipes, tooth flossers, grease and 

oil should never be flushed due to the damage they can do to the pipes and the clogs they can cause 

in the treatment plant machinery. 

Medications should not be flushed due the contamination to the water and damage they may do the 

marine life.  

Bath tissue is flushable due to the fact that is manufactured to break down in water. 

Councilor Rusk said he did a great job. 

Councilor Carter agreed and asked about the wipes that are labeled as flushable. 

Mr. Reeves demonstrated how difficult a baby wipe is to tear apart and said on a greater scale the 

wipes cause damage to the system. 

There was discussion on how we can educate the public and have something interactive for  

children at City Day, other items to include on the Do not Flush list and that there is a medication 

drop off container in the front lobby of the City police station for prescription drugs and over the 

counter products.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 698 CAFR OVERVIEW/AUDITOR PRESENTATION 

Mayor Hedrick said this is the first COW meeting since the budget was approved and the CAFR 

was delivered to the City. It was very late and as Mayor he will take responsibility for that and take 

steps to ensure if doesn’t happen again. 

Finance Director Yuhas explained his department was down 1 person for the better part of a year 

and deadlines were missed for the auditors. 

Scott Bassett, Partner, RMS, US said they typically begin the audit process in July or August but 

for this coming year and beyond they will set up a schedule/timeline to avoid a delay like we just 

had.  He noted the components of an audit and if something is missing things will get backed up 

and he went over the number of hours his staff puts in on an audit.  He would like to meet with the 

Council to give updates on where the audit stands and feels this will open up the lines of 

communication.  

Councilor Depot asked if there was a goal date for delivery this year.   

Mr. Bassett said December 15th. 
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Councilor Sheffield asked how many bids there were for the audit. 

Mr. Yuhas said we have gone out 4 times and we are in year 5 of the agreement. 

Councilor Sheffield asked what the cost is. 

Mr. Yuhas said he doesn’t have that on him but will get the information to the Councilors. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item #698 to the July 

2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.   Councilor Beckford stepped out of the room prior to the vote 

Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

Mr. Yuhas distributed copies of the CAFR to the Councilors. 

Councilor Beckford returned to the meeting. 

Mr. Bassett gave an overview of the City’s finances, assets and liabilities, general fund and the 

unassigned fund balance.  He said the City is in good fiscal health at a 25% rating. 

Mayor Hedrick said the rating agency recommends the City be between 20-25% due to our reliance 

on the big tax payers, EB and Pfizer.  We are at the top with 25%. 

Mr. Bassett said the City is in a good position with how we fund our pension with a 93% rating, it’s 

a very strong level.  He noted the management discussion and analysis in the front of the book it 

gives the story of the City’s finances. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM, # 702  DONATION REQUEST – RIVERFRONT CHILDRENS 

CENTER 

Mayor Hedrick said we have given several donations this fiscal year to other organizations.  

$1,000.00 Children First Groton, $1,000.00 Art On Groton Bank, $500.00 Groton Bank Day and  

$500.00 Special Olympics.  

Mr. Yuhas said we have given $3,000.00 total and if the letter of intent is dated this month the 

funds can come out of FY18. 

Councilor Rusk said she thinks we should donate $1,000.00. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to moved Referral Item #702, a 

donation of $1,000.00, to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 703 EASEMENT – WILLIAM SEELY SCHOOL 

Mayor Hedrick said the work is progressing on the water tower and it has been very impressive to 

see the wall sections go up.  He went over the continuing construction that will take place for the 

water tower. 

Ray Valentini, GU Water Department Manager said the Town has an easement for the sidewalk 

and they are asking for a 50 FT easement for a driveway to allow for another way in and out of the 

property for future development that will not impact the homes near the school. 

Councilor Rusk asked the property owners of the building near this have been contacted. 

Mr. Valentini said the town spoke to them about buying the property, there is a home based 

business there.  

There was discussion on what could happen to the parcel with future development. 

Mayor Hedrick said he will contact the Town and get information for the Councilors. 
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Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 703 to the 

July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 700 INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT-TRIP 

Barbara Goodrich, City Planner came to the table and said this would be her last time before the 

Council as she is leaving at the end of the month.  She asked if they all had the handout regarding 

the agreement.  She gave an overview of the agreement and the benefits to the City of Groton and 

New London.  

There was some discussion on whether the construction on the bridge would  impact this, how 

much of the funding would be used for the City of Groton and how much for New London and that 

this will be  Phase I. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 700 

to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 701 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT –  

PROPOSED BOUNDARIES 

Mayor Hedrick went over some details of the TIF program. 

Ms. Goodrich said this was discussed on a level to consider the Sacred Heart property and the 

property where the school is at the end of West Street. She said there will be master plans for both 

Five Corners and Thames Street that will include all parcels and PIN numbers.  It does not include 

EB or Pfizer.  She said they wanted input from the Council before setting the boundaries.  

There was discussion on whether Sacred Heart is taxable property, how it goes back to the rear line 

of the properties on Mitchell Street, whether it includes the property on Bridge Street where the 

roller skating rink was and the privately owned parking structure for EB. . 

Mayor Hedrick asked if the there was a consensus of the Council for them to move forward. 

They agreed they were in favor. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 704 ACCEPT THE RETIREMENT OF DEPUTY POLICE CHIEF,  

MICHAEL GUILLOT 

Mayor Hedrick said Deputy Chief Guillot has met and exceeded all the expectations the City had 

for him and he is a very big reason our Police Department has their professional accreditation. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 704 to 

the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  

JOHN E JENKINS, POLICE CAPTAIN 

Mayor Hedrick said this has already been discussed by the Council. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to moved Referral Item #1, 

Appointment of John E. Jenkins, Police Captain to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.   

Motion carried. 
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ROBERT ZULIANI, GROTON UTILITES COMMISSION 

Mayor Hedrick distributed copies of Mr. Zuliani’s application and resume to the Councilors. He 

said Mr. Zuliani is his nominee to fill the vacancy on the Groton Utilities Commission noting he has 

a background in finance.  

Councilor Depot asked if Mr. Zuliani is still the Chairperson for the Ethics Board. 

Mayor Hedrick said he is and was throughout the past few years. 

The Councilors agreed he was a good choice. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 

Appointment of Robert Zuliani to the Groton Utilities Commission, to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and 

Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick said he received another application for a commission and asked for a motion to add 

the name of William Kelly to the agenda. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to suspend the rules to add 

William Kelly to the agenda for discussion and appointment.  Motion carried. 

 

WILLIAM KELLY, PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

Mayor Hedrick distributed copies of Mr. Kelly’s application and resume and feels he is a good fit 

for the Planning & Zoning Commission and there is a need to fill a vacancy. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 Appointment 

of William Kelly to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(A) to discuss Personnel: 

1). Planning, to include the Council and Dennis Goderre. 

2). Police, to include the Council and Chief Michael Spellman. The following police personnel will 

be brought in individually, Sergeant Jason Brucker, Corporal Jamon Jennings, Officers Patricia 

Leiteau, David Holliday and Brittany Duclos. 

Executive Session began at 8:48 p.m. in C8. 

Mr. Goderre entered at 8:48 p.m. and left at 9:02 p.m. 

Sergeant Brucker entered at 9:02 p.m. and left at 9:06 p.m. 

Officer Leiteau entered at 9:06 p.m. and left at 9:11 p.m. 

Corporal Jennings entered at 9:11 p.m. and left at 9:14 p.m. 

Officer Holliday entered at 9:23 p.m. and left at 9:25 p.m. 

Officer Duclos entered at 9:25 p.m. and left at 9:30 p.m. 

Executive session ended at 10:27 p.m. 
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IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS 

DENNIS GODERRE, CITY PLANNER 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move the appointment of Dennis 

Goderre to the July 2, 2018 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 10:29 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick  

City Clerk 


