
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

     MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2018 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Stephen 

Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick. Excused: Councilor Jamal Beckford 

 

II. REFERRALS: 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  

EDWARD SARGEANT, DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 

Fire Chief Nick Delia went over the education, Associates Degree, Fire Technology, State of CT 

Fire Marshall Certification and EMT and work experience, Fire Fighter/EMT New London, Fire 

Lieutenant New London, Battalion Chief/Fire Marshall New London and Deputy Fire Marshall 

East Lyme of Edward Sargeant.  He noted he is a veteran of the U S Air Force.  

His family, wife Lisa and children Megan, Sarah, Emily, Kevin, son-in-law Nick, parents Ken and 

Sally Sargeant and mother-in-law Jean Brand were all there to support him.  

There were numerous colleagues from New London and East Lyme in attendance as well. 

Members of the City of Groton Fire Department members were there to support and welcome their 

new Deputy Chief. 

 

City Clerk Patrick administered the oath to Deputy Chief Sergeant. 

Lisa Sergeant pinned the Deputy Chief badge to her husband’s jacket. 

 

Deputy Chief Sargeant thanked everyone for being there and noted those who helped him get here. 

He thanked New London Fire Department for all their support and said he is honored to be here.    

He thanked his family for their support noting they always come first. 

 

Chief Delia welcomed the Sargent family to the City of Groton Fire Department family.  

 

Mayor Hedrick congratulated  Deputy Chief Sargeant and called a 5 minute recess at 7:37 p.m. 

The meeting resumed at 7:42 p.m. 

  

AUNDRE BUMGARDNER, REGULAR MEMBER, P&Z 

Mayor Hedrick said they would like to move Mr. Bumgardner from an Alternate member to a 

Regular member of the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1, 

appointment of Aundre Bumgardner as a Regular member of the P&Z, to the Mayor and Council 

meeting of June 4, 2018.  Motion carried.   
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REFERRAL ITEM # 697 MOBI MAT, MOBILITY MATERIAL – EP BEACH  

Joann Donnell representing the Groton Lodge of Elks distributed information on the Mobi Mat. She 

gave some background on how the donation came about.  She said a grant of $2,500.00 was 

approved from the Elk’s National Organization which the Groton Lodge would like to use to 

purchase a Mobi Mat for EPB to allow greater access to the beach for those in wheelchairs, using 

walkers and strollers. She said the cost for this is $2,293.25 and the remaining funds in the grant 

will be used to partially cover the costs of adding recognition to the Groton Lodge of Elks for the 

donation to the mat. The Elks will cover any remaining costs themselves. 

Councilor Rusk thanked Ms. Donnell and said it is a wonderful idea.  She asked if there were 

expenses to install the mat on the part of the Parks & Recreation Department and if it can be left out 

or must be stored away. 

Ms. Donnell said it would require a buildup of sand for installation and it can be left out or rolled 

up to put away for storage. 

Councilor Carter said the logistics of placement can be looked at later but wondered if there would 

be any liability to the City if there was an injury. 

Councilor Depot asked if we should get clarification from our insurance prior to the purchase and 

installation. 

Finance Director Yuhas said he would look into it but he didn’t think there would be a liability 

issue. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if the placement of the mat would be an impediment to others. 

Ms. Donnell said it can be freely walked across. 

There was discussion on where it might be placed. 

Finance Director Yuhas said the motion should be to accept the grant.  

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 697 to 

accept the grant to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 4, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 694 GROTON UTILITIES BUDGET PRESENTATIONS 

David Collard, General Manager Groton Utilities Finance said the budgets were approved by the 

Groton Utilities Commission on April 24, 2018. He said they would be going through the handout 

with the talking points for the 3 budgets. 

Ron Gaudet, Director Groton Utilities suggested pausing at the end of each page of the handout for 

questions. 

Mr. Collard went over the discussion topics for each utility line of business: 

Budget Drivers- Revenue, Operating Expenses, Capital Projects and Cash Flow. 

Councilor Rusk asked about the rent allocation and where it was for and City Day expenses,  

Mr. Collard said it was for this building. He then went over the allocations to be used for City Day,  

Concerts in The Park, the watershed property and the safety program. 

Revenue- Electric transfer to the City would be the same as last year, $4.1 million, following the 

formula set. He went over the additional cash and non-cash contributions and total benefit provided 

by GU to the City. 

Director Gaudet went over the comparison of electric/water/sewer division allocations and the 

division of 60/30/10%. 

He went over the Water, Electric and Sewer anticipated revenue, the O&M expenses and the  
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allocation for each noting expenses directly related to a division will be directly allocated.  He went 

over the totals for Electric, Water and Sewer Operation & Maintenance expenses noting where 

increases are expected. 

Councilor Rusk asked if there are any employees that cross divisions. 

Mr. Collard said Administration, Customer Care and IT. 

Mr. Collard noted the overall non-payroll expenses include the cost associated with the possible 

relocation of GU Administration, Finance, Key Accounts and IT departments. 

Councilor Depot asked if the costs for possible relocation are spread out among the 3 divisions. 

Councilor Rusk asked how much was allocated for this possible relocation. 

Mr. Collard said $75,000.00 for rent and some for moving expenses. 

There was discussion on the costs for rent outside the building and whether that would free up the 

funds allocated for the municipal building. 

Mr. Collard said that is yet to be determined. 

There was further discussion on the space study being a determining factor. 

Mr. Collard went over the Capital Projects breaking it down by bonded and non-bonded funds 

across all 3 divisions, Operating Earnings and Net Cash Flow over the 3 divisions.  

There was discussion on the projected earnings for the Sewer Division and that it concurs with the 

Raftelis plan, that the expenses for sewer were always there but were funded differently, the 

revenue will be new. 

Mayor Hedrick said by removing the costs for sewer from the General Fund that the taxes would be 

going down.  

Mr. Collard went over the conclusion points. 

There was discussion that in the City budget details of salaries are given and if added positions are 

in the commentary. 

Mr. Collard said that degree of detail on salaries is not submitted to the GUC, that the positions and 

money allocated would be there in the summary. 

Director Gaudet said he and the general managers go over that level of detail for several weeks.  

There were some questions on the Water Division summary regarding roof replacement. 

The handout with the GU budget talking points is available for inspection in the City Clerk’s 

Office. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 694 to the 

Mayor and Council meeting of June 18, 2018. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 610 SEWER USE FEASIBILITY STUDY PRESENTATION  

Mayor Hedrick said letters were sent out May 18, 2018 to all users and there were numerous calls 

directed to Customer Care where they addressed the questions and concerns. You can reach 

Customer Care GM Tina Daniels at 860-446-4006 and Customer Care Agent Regina Rush at 860-

446-4007 and if they are unable to address your questions you can call the Mayor’s office at 860-

446-4103. He said at this time all questions have been addressed.  

Director Gaudet thanked Ms. Daniels for all she has been doing with this. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 695 TAX COLLECTOR SUSPENSE LIST 

Finance Director Yuhas said this comes to us every year.  The taxes would still be collectible for 15  

years if the persons are found. 

Councilor Depot asked if any of the businesses are still operating that are on the list. 

Mr. Yuhas said the business may have a new owner but that he would follow up on it. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 695 to the 

Mayor and Council meeting of June 4, 2018. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 696 ABATEMENT OF TAXES – POOR AND UNABLE TO PAY 

POLICY 

Mr. Yuhas said the Town of Groton has a policy and it requires a rigorous vetting process to 

qualify.  He said it only covers the Town taxes, not the City. 

There was discussion on whether the City would want to adopt a policy, that they could follow the 

same criteria as the Town and how many in the Town have used this.  They will discuss again at 

the next COW meeting. 

 

III.   POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session under 

CGS 1-200 (6) (A) to discuss Personnel –Police Department to include Chief Spellman, Deputy 

Chief Guillot, Lieutenant Jenkins and Attorney Hodgson. 

Executive Session commenced in C8 at 8:51 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 9:06 p.m. 

 

IV.   COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Carter seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


