
CITY OF GROTON 

SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 2017 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:00 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick.  

 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(A) for the following matters. 

1. To discuss personnel – Police Department to include the Council, Chief Michael Spellman and 

Officer Jamon Jennings. 

 

2. To discuss personnel – Human Resources Department pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(B) to include 

the Council and Linda Avedisian. 

 

3. To discuss lease of real estate to expand offices to include the Council, Utilities Director Ron 

Gaudet and IT Director Sue Blanchette.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced at 7:01 p.m. in C8. 

Chief Spellman and Officer Jennings entered Executive Session at 7:01 p.m. 

Chief Spellman and Officer Jennings left the Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Linda Avedisian entered Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. 

Linda Avedisian left the Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Utilities Director Ron Gaudet and IT Director Sue Blanchett entered the Executive Session at 7:35 

p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 9:21 p.m. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  

 Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 Jamon    

 Jennings – Promotion to Corporal to the September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion 

carried. 

  

Councilor Heede  moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 Linda 

Avedisian – Human Resources Director to the September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  

Motion carried. 
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IV. REFERRALS: 

REFERRAL ITEM # 578 MUNICIPAL PROJECTS  

UPGRADE OF FIRE ALARM PANEL 

Mayor Hedrick said that when bond funds were repurposed  the original costs for this was 

$25,000.00.  Since that time they have determined that additional monitors are needed for the 

ventilation system. This brings the new bid to $31,560.00 

Finance Director Yuhas said they would waive the bidding since they are a sole source provider of 

the fire alarm system. 

Councilor Rusk asked where those funds would come from. 

Finance Director Yuhas said from the original repurposed bond funds, they will reallocate from it. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 578  

Upgrade of Fire Alarm System to the September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  

 Motion carried. 

  

COSTA PROPERTY LANDSCAPE 

Parks & Recreation Director Mary Hill went over the steps she took to contact and meet with 

prospective landscapers.  She said of the 2 landscapers who toured the grounds only 1 submitted a 

proposal.  He has put sufficient time and thought into his proposal and she is pleased with the 

results. 

Councilor Heede said he is familiar with them and they are a local company and reputable. 

Councilor Rusk asked what they would do with this space once it is done and how will they deal 

the area that abuts the Garbo property. 

Ms. Hill said she would like to get the landscaping done first.  She said they have a quote for the 

fencing but would like to wait until the landscaping is done to see exactly where they would put it. 

She said there is money to add picnic tables. 

Mayor Hedrick said the intent is for it to be a passive recreation area. 

There was discussion that fall is a good time to plant the grass so once it is done the area can be 

used and that there is fencing along the water for safety. 

Councilor Beckford said he too is familiar with the company. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 578 

Costa Property Landscaping to the September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  

Motion carried  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 643 SB 4 - AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC 

UTILITY COOPERATIVES  

Mayor Hedrick said they are still looking at the stipend amount and will have the Director of 

Utilities and his staff as well as the Groton Utilities Commissioners look at it. He said this is now 

PA17-173 and the intent of the ordinance is to meet the requirements. He said definitions will still 

have to be done on various aspects of the ordinance. He said he, Ron Gaudet and David Collard are 

board members and their stipends go to the rate stabilization fund.  Alternate board member Jeff  
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Godly has elected to have his stipend go to the fund as well.  He said the rate payer representative 

will have the choice to accept if or defer it to the fund.  He noted they would like to bring the 

ordinance to the Council for a first reading September 5
th

 and a second reading October 2
nd

.  While 

they would not meet the October 1
st
 deadline they would meet the intent.  He said Councilor Rusk 

had asked if it could come to the Council on September 18
th

 to give them more time to finalize the 

language. 

Mayor Hedrick said he would have to determine how much time between readings is required and 

he will have to bring the name of a rate payer to the Council for approval. 

Councilor Beckford had a question about the term super majority. 

Mayor Hedrick said that would be 2/3 majority. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Heede seconded a motion to bring Referral Item # 643 to the 

September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 645 GROUP REFERRALS  

PURCHASING ORDINANCE 

Mayor Hedrick gave some background on this Referral Item noting that the intent was to give 

preference to local vendors.  He said they have looked at having a policy versus ordinance.  There 

are general applications to both the City and Groton Utilities and the determination is that they 

would revise the current Purchasing  Ordinance without naming dollar amounts.  This would  allow 

for possible monetary changes in the future without having to revise the ordinance again and use 

some of the language for an internal policy for the City and Groton Utilities.  

Mayor Hedrick said this will go back to Council Group II Finance Committee  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 647 ACCEPTANCE OF NSEP GRANT FUNDS/EXPENDITURE FOR  

UPGRADE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING SECURITY   

Finance Director Yuhas said this part of the 2018 Nuclear Safety Emergency Program, former 

Police Chief Davoren applied for this in January 2017.  That state has approved the funds and our 

intended use of the funds. We are asking for the Council to approve accepting the grant. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 647 to 

the September 5, 2017 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 648 DISCUSSION OF CITY FLOOD INSURANCE POLICIES  

Mayor Hedrick said they began discussing this long before Hurricane Harvey.  He went over the 

current policy deductible and coverage. He said we have a policy with a $500,000.00 deductible 

and another with a $50,000.00 deductible that is used to pay the higher policy premium. He said 

they have discussed continuing the coverage or not continuing and using the funds that would pay 

the premium and creating a fund to cover damages in the future. 

Finance Director Yuhas went over the costs for coverage from 2007/2008 to 2017/2018 and 

projected cost increases for premiums out to 2022.  

Councilor Heede asked what the value of the properties is. 

Mayor Hedrick said he didn’t know but he would get back to them with that information. 

There was discussion on the damage to the Zbierski House during Super Storm Sandy and that  
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FEMA money was used and the City was reimbursed for 70% of the costs of the repairs.  This was 

done since the damages did not reach the $50,000.00 threshold for the deductible. 

Councilor Rusk asked when the last time prior to Sandy that we had that kind of flooding. 

Ms. Hill said her predecessor was here for more than 30 years and never experienced anything like 

it. 

There was discussion on what they would do if the damage was irreparable and had to rebuild 

keeping in mind the both buildings are in the Eastern Point Historic District and certain guidelines 

exist. 

Finance Director Yuhas said if they continue the coverage the premium would have to be paid this 

week. 

Mayor Hedrick said they will pay this year and discuss again. 

Councilor Sheffield said pay this year and then formulate a plan for the future. 

Councilor Rusk had concerns that funds could be set aside and at some point a new administration 

could decide to not fund it and then when the funds were needed they wouldn’t be there.  

Mayor Hedrick said that is certainly something that could happen and is a valid concern. 

Ms. Hill said it is budgeted this year.  

Councilor Heede said he feels it is important determine the replacement value to ensure we aren’t 

over or under insured. 

Mayor Hedrick said it will be paid this year and they will discuss again. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 649 REVIEW OF ADOPT-A-ROAD PROGRAM  

Mayor Hedrick began by saying he wished to clarify language in the minutes of the August 7, 2017 

Mayor and Council meeting.  He misinterpreted an email requesting an Adopt A Road Ordinance 

be adopted.  The email did not state that the Anna Warner Bailey Chapter of the DAR wanted to 

adopt the road, they requested an ordinance be adopted.   

Councilor Heede said they looked at a policy versus an ordinance and looked at several towns  and 

the State to see what they might have.  He said the Town Manager John Burt provided him with the 

policy they have and he and the Councilors in the Group I Committees feel making some language 

changes to reflect the needs of the City would be sufficient.   

There was some discussion on language changes and best practices to adopt a policy that would suit 

the City. 

Mayor Hedrick said they will look this over and make adjustments and bring it back to the Council 

for discussion at the October 25, 2017 COW. 
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V. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 10:08 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


