
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 24, 2017 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick. Excused: Councilors Stephen Sheffield and Rashaad Carter. 

 

Mayor Hedrick asked for a motion to change the order of business to move Executive Session up 

on the agenda. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a   motion to change the order of business 

to move Executive Session up on the agenda.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Sheffield arrived at 7:31 p.m. 

 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Beckford moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(A) to include Chief Michael Guillot and Officer Michael 

Spellman along with Councilors present to discuss personnel – Police Department.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in C8 at 7:32 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 7:46 p.m. 

 

Councilor Carter arrived at 7:45 p.m. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 640 GROTON MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES FEDERAL CREDIT 

UNION  

Mayor Hedrick said at an earlier meeting they discussed the radon issue present in the area of the  

basement where the credit union is.  He said the costs for installation of the system to remediate  

was $5,500.00. The board members of the credit union had said they did not  

want to pay for the remediation if their lease was not going to be renewed.  He said the Councilors  

had asked to get a determination of any possible liability on the part of the City if the City helps to  

pay for the remediation.  

Finance Director Yuhas said Attorney Berchem advised that the City enter in an agreement with the  

credit union that they are contributing as a concession but that the credit union should enter into the  

contract with the vendor.  If there was future litigation all parties would be named anyway. 

Councilor Rusk asked if the credit union would be willing to pay any of the costs and do it as 

quickly as possible due to the employees being in there each day. 

GMEFCU board member Bob Champagne joined them at the table to answer questions.  He said  

the credit union is willing to pay for all of it if their lease is going to be extended.  He said they  

would be willing to discuss a reasonable increase in rent.  He said at the last meeting they attended  

the City indicated there might be some interest for the space by City departments and that was  

where it was left. 
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Councilor Rusk reiterated what she said at the last meeting with them that they paid $1.00 per year 

for 20 years and agreed they would take responsibility for all repairs.  She asked why this is any 

different now that the lease is expiring.  She said they still have employees there each day. 

Mr. Champagne said this is different, it isn’t a repair it is something coming up from the ground. 

He said the board was expecting to find out if they would be extending the lease. 

Mayor Hedrick said there is interest in using the space for City departments.  

Mr. Champagne said that was what they needed to know.  

Councilor Rusk asked if the credit union was willing to pay a portion. 

Mr. Champagne said he would have to bring that to the board. 

Councilor Heede asked if his understanding that the City could be held liable in either case, 

whether they contribute or no was correct. 

Director Yuhas said we would enter into an agreement with the credit union that they contract the 

installation of the equipment and that our payment would be a concession of some kind. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish asked if we definitely aren’t going to renew the lease.  

Mayor Hedrick said that is correct, we have City departments who want the space. 

There was discussion on the division of costs if shared and the schedule a meeting to discuss this. 

Councilor Carter asked if it changed anything if the credit union is willing to pay more in rent. 

Mayor Hedrick said it doesn’t since we have City departments who need and want the space. 

Councilor Rusk urged them to do this quickly. 

Mayor Hedrick said he will set up a meeting and have the finance director, building inspector, 

public works director and members of the credit union board.  

They thanked Mr. Champagne for attending. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 643 SB 4 - AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC 

UTILITY COOPERATIVES  

Mayor Hedrick said this is now PA-17-73 and said the City will establish an ordinance to be in 

place prior to October 1, 2017.  He went over the things that will be included in the ordinance.  He 

gave some highlights of the public act noting what was required by the City and GU.  

There was discussion on what kind of oversight there would be from the state. 

Mayor Hedrick said he went through the public act and highlighted all the “shall” portions stating 

that those are required.  He said those sections will be used to draft the ordinance to ensure it is 

complete. 

Councilor Sheffield asked about the forensic audit section. 

Mayor Hedrick said that is something CMEEC will address and the results would certainly be 

posted by the City and GU. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 644 REVIEW OF ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER  

Mayor Hedrick said he and Clerk Patrick attended a training session  in February regarding 

parliamentary procedure and Robert’s Rules of Order.  He read through the presentation that was 

provided to the Councilors.  He said a  RRO book  would be provided to anyone who needs them. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #1 APPOINTMENTS  

  Mayor Hedrick said Deena Gilbert, the Human Resources Director they appointed has tendered a 
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letter of resignation effective August 4
th

.  He said she had an offer that is closer to her home.  He 

said he will meet with another candidate who was interviewed previously.  

There was discussion on when her last day would be and whether they would post the job. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 578 MUNICIPAL PROJECTS  

Mayor Hedrick began by saying there is absolutely no truth to the rumor that the City is interested  

in purchasing the strip mall where Norm’s Diner is to turn it into a park.  He said the City is 

working towards returning the Colonel Ledyard School to the Town and divesting itself of the  

MBH to the Anna Warner Bailey Chapter of the DAR.   

Deputy Mayor Gerrish asked if there had ever been an interest in doing this. 

Mayor Hedrick said not any substance and said he has spoken to the owner to assure him the City is 

happy to have them there.  He said the spruce trees in the front of the building are badly damaged 

and diseased and must be taken down, they will be taken down on Saturday.  He said they were 

originally donated by Phil Tuthill in honor of his parents.  Mr. Tuthill was informed of their 

condition and agrees they must be removed and has offered to replace them with 2 new spruce trees 

in honor of his parents.  

Finance Director Yuhas said the HVAC system for the building went out to bid in June and of the 5 

companies who participated in the walk through only 1 submitted a bid. He said they would prefer 

more than a single bid to ensure it is competitive.  He said they will reach out to the other 

companies to see if they would like to bid citing they may have felt they would be too busy over the 

summer to commit to the project.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 645 GROUP REFERRALS 

Mayor Hedrick went through the Council Group I & Group II referral lists by committee.  He and  

the Councilors noted which items could be deleted and which items needed attention.   

They discussed the ways they might address some of the items.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 646 DISPOSITION - GROTON ESTATES PROPERTY  

Mayor Hedrick went over the history of the communications regarding this property.  He said the  

value was approximated to be $7,000.00 in 2016. He said they would like to have an updated  

appraisal if the Council  was in favor of moving forward with this and with what is necessary to sell  

it.  He said an appraisal and attorney fees would cost approximately $2,000.00.  

Councilor Heede asked what was there now. 

Mayor Hedrick said it was open space. 

There was discussion on whether there was other open space, why the City owns this and what  

Groton Estates plans to do with the property. 

Mayor Hedrick asked if there was consensus to move forward with this and send it to the real estate  

committee. 

The Council all agreed they should  move forward with it. 
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III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 9:13 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


