
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 25, 2016 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento,  Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

Councilor Heede moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add 

Referral Item # 603 Engineering for HVAC System.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 599 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE ADVISORY PANEL REQUEST  

Mayor Galbraith asked Leslie Evans, member of the Mother Bailey House Advisory Committee to 

join the council. 

Ms. Evans gave some background on the steps the committee has taken to pursue grants.  

Mayor Galbraith noted Hali Keeler, chairperson of the Mother Bailey House Advisory Committee 

arrived at 7:35 p.m. and she joined Ms. Evans. 

Mayor Galbraith noted committee member Tim Jackson was also in attendance. 

Ms. Keeler and Ms. Evans went over the numerous grants the committee researched and said the 

committee supports pursuing a Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Grant (HIPTAG) 

through the CT Trust for Historic Preservation (CT THP) to be used for an architectural assessment 

and development of schematics of the house and a comprehensive environmental assessment of the 

property.  They said the application deadline is September 2106 and there is a 50% match 

requirement of up to $20,000.00 by the City.  They said some of the 50% match can be in kind but 

didn’t have specifics on what that might entail. They said once the assessments have been done 

there were other grants that might be available for the work that would need to be done.  They went 

over possible uses for the property once the work is completed. They noted the assessments would 

have to be done before any work could be done anyway.   

Councilor Sheffield asked about the block grants, what amounts are available. 

Ms. Keeler said the grants go up to $400,000.00 but there are many stipulations attached. 

Ms. Evans said there are guidelines for the various grant amounts. 

There was some discussion on the requirements in the grants to maintain the integrity of the 

property and that the committee was in favor of pursuing the HIPTAG. 

Councilor Heede asked who would submit the application for the grant. 

Ms. Keeler said the City would. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if not knowing the future use for the property would be a deterrent to them 

receiving a grant. 

Ms. Evans said it wasn’t and that the CTTHP would be helpful with information to guide them. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said this would allow for the study to give them with the steps they would 

need to take to move forward with decisions on the property. 

There was further discussion on the various grants out there and the requirements to have the 

assessments prior to any work. 
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Councilor Ilvento said the study would be useful in determining what direction to go in. 

Councilor Rusk thanked them for all their hard work to this point. 

Councilor Heede noted the safety concerns there are now with structure and asked if this can be  

moved along because of it. 

Mayor Galbraith noted the Council approved going back out to complete the bids for the contract to 

stabilize the front walls at the July 18, 2016 meeting. 

There was discussion on what in kind work would be acceptable and that they would look into it to 

find out. 

Mayor Galbraith asked where the funds for the matching grant would come from. 

Ms. Evans said the City must commit to the matching funds in order to apply. 

Finance Director Yuhas said he would look at the CNR fund as a possibility. 

There was discussion regarding the requirement for the study in order to pursue the additional 

grants. There was further discussion that the committee is in favor of moving forward with the 

study. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick  moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #599 

and Referral Item #602 to the August 1, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  

Councilor Ilvento asked if they knew where the funds would be coming from. 

Mayor Galbraith said they would address that before bringing a resolution to the Council. 

Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 600 640 LONG HILL ROAD PROPERTY DISPOSITION  

Mayor Galbraith said the appraisal came in at $35,000.00 and they followed the process as outlined 

in the ordinance for disposal of property.  She said one bid came in at $37,000.00. 

Councilor Heede asked if this was the developer who is involved with the plaza. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was. 

There was discussion that the property is of no use to the City and the costs to this point and that 

the attorney will still have to review the sales agreement. Discussion that even after attorney fees it 

may still come in under what the sales price is and where the money from the sale would go. 

 

Councilor Ilvento  moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item #600 

to the August 1, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 601 AUTHORIZE MEMORIAL BENCH FOR VICKI FOSTER  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 602 AUTHORIZE MEMORIAL BENCH FOR BARBARA TEEHAN 

Mayor Galbraith said the requests go to the Beach & Parks Committee first who review and  

recommend for approval to the Council.  

Mary Hill, Parks & Recreation Director said these 2 requests have been reviewed and 

recommended for approval. She said the families cover the costs for benches to be built and 

provide the plaque as well.  

Councilor Heede asked what the life span of a bench typically is. 
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Ms. Hill said 6-8 years and will be repainted and refurbished  as needed. 

Mayor Galbraith said new trees are needed at the beach and asked if any requests have come in. 

Ms. Hill said one came in just today and they are also looking at having memorial stones.  She said 

there is plenty of room at the beach. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item #601 

and Referral Item #602 to the August 1, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #603 ENGINEERING FOR HVAC 

Mayor Galbraith said the engineering plan  is necessary to move forward with the HVAC 

replacement project. 

Tim Umrysz, Public Works Director  said BL Companies is doing some preliminary work free of 

charge.  He said they will provide the engineering plan, spec out the equipment, do the walk 

through with contractors and provide supervisory support while the project is under construction.  

Councilor Ilvento asked if Mr. Umrysz has any idea when it was last updated or if the system is 

original. 

Mr. Umrysz said some of it is original and some had been updated.  He said the Freon in the units 

is outdated so it must be replaced and they are looking for greater efficiency with new units. 

Mayor Galbraith said the plan was to phase in the work but asked if the engineering will be done all 

at once. 

Mr. Umrysz said it wasn’t planned to do it all at once so the cost will change but that can be 

discussed.  

Mayor Galbraith said they have applied for Neighborhood Assistance grants and it has been 

approved by the Town of Groton and wondered if getting the engineering done all at once might be 

more cost effective.  She said getting 5 or 6 units in for the price of 4 would be a tremendous 

savings. 

There was further discussion on the possible savings to combine all the engineering in order to get 

grants. 

Mayor Galbraith said the price may change when it comes to the Council for approval once they 

look at the possibility of combining the engineering. 

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 


