
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2016 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick.  Excused: Councilor Lawrence Gerrish. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 592 AUDIT PRESENTATION  

Mayor Galbraith said the CAFR is on the City web site. 

Scott Bassett, Partner RSM, US LLP gave an overview of the CAFR and summary of FY 15-16. He 

said the City was given a clean unmodified opinion.  He went over some financial highlights 

including the pension plan, undesignated fund balance and statement of positions for electric and 

water. He noted the City’s pension fund is well managed and funded and is a well disciplined plan. 

He noted the City should continue to look at the General Fund balance. He said the City’s records 

and books are well managed. 

Councilor Ilvento asked Mr. Bassett for a general statement.  

Mr. Bassett said the City should stay on top of the fund balance and that the pension fund is strong.  

The City is fiscally strong and on the right path. 

Councilor Ilvento asked about the 1 million decrease in the fund balance since 2014. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was used in budget items. 

Councilor Ilvento said  that it was due to funding cuts to the City. 

They thanked Mr. Bassett for his presentation. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 593 FY 17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION BUDGET 

Mayor Galbraith noted the materials provided to the Councilors regarding the budget items for the 

EDC and asked if they wanted to discuss the funding transfer for the remaining funds need from 

Community Development.  

Councilor Rusk asked City Planner Barbara Goodrich to give the Council some background.  

Ms. Goodrich gave an overview of the breakdown of the budget and how the commission would 

like to utilize the funds.  She said there is the need for a part time person to facilitate many of the 

tasks the commission would like to get started on.  

Councilor Ilvento asked if the part time person would work under the direction of the Planner. 

Ms. Goodrich said it hasn’t been decided as yet but she believes it would be under the direction of 

the Mayor. 

There was some discussion on the scope and direction of the work of the part time position. There 

would be no benefits for that person since the position would be under 20 hours per week. There 

was discussion on the amount of money to be transferred. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he supports this budget and agrees there is a need for the part time 

person. He said when asked the Town said they can’t provide the support to the City due to their 

own understaffing.   

Councilor Heede said he agrees the work load is there and asked what the goal for return to the City  

is. 
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Ms. Goodrich said there are good models out there as well as a mechanism to track the work and 

how it benefits the business which the commission can then use to report back to the Council.  

Councilor Sheffield asked if there would be an annual evaluation on the employee. 

Mayor Galbraith said there would be. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he would like the EDC to come to the Council to give a report on their 

goals 

Ms. Goodrich agreed it would be a good time for them to do this over the next couple of months as 

the results of the survey will be ready. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed with Deputy Mayor Hedrick about the EDC coming to the Council with a 

report on their goals and the direction they would like to go in but thought that should happen 

before funding is approved and a position is created and a person hired.  

There was discussion on whether they will be moving forward with the transfer of funds and that 

the part time position would have to have a job description before the hiring process could begin.  

Further discussion on having the EDC come to the Council. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Rusk  seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 593 for 

a resolution for the transfer of funds from Community Development and Beautification to the 

Economic Development Fund to the July 5, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 594 POQUONNOCK ROAD PAVING CONTRACT  

Public Works Director Tim Umrysz went over the bids and the scope of work. It was his 

recommendation that the Council approve the contract with Pasteryak Jr. Inc. 

Finance Director Yuhas said they were the low bidder and have done paving with the City in the 

past with good results. 

Mayor Galbraith noted the contingency amount of 10% to be added in the resolution as well. She 

said they have asked the Town to allow us to use leftover bond money or CIP funds due to the 

difficulty of the project.   

Councilor Ilvento asked if this was from Thames Street up the hill to 5 Corners. 

Mr. Umrysz said it was. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 594 

to the July 5, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 595 EASTERN POINT BEACH BUS LIMIT  

Parks & Recreation Director, Mary Hill said the current rules only allow for 3 buses to come into  

the beach on a given day.  She said the Town of Groton Recreation Department would like to have  

a one day event where they will bring in 4 or 5 buses.  

Deputy Mayor Hedrick asked for clarification on the 3 bus limit per day, he felt there could be  

different interpretations. 

Ms. Hill said the B&P Committee rules are 3 buses per day. 

Councilor Rusk asked if this would create safety issues with so many children. 

Ms. Hill said she schedules more heavily when they expect the buses and the charge of $100.00 per  

bus offsets the additional staffing costs.  
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Councilor Ilvento asked if they might consider a different day of the week rather than Friday since   

it can be busier at the beach. 

Ms. Hill said her initial concern was the number of buses due to the rules. 

There was discussion on whether they can handle the additional children at the beach and how they  

would accommodate them, whether I would set a precedent in waiving the rules or note it as a  

separate event that would not be precedent setting. 

Councilor Sheffield said by having a resolution for a specific date and rain date it could be agreed  

upon. 

Councilor Heede said the safety issues were a concern but also whether other towns and  

organizations might then ask for the same exceptions.  

Ms. Hill said she has had many requests for buses but never more than the 3 bus limit.  

Councilor Ilvento said the buses don’t remain on the lot, they drop off and leave and return for  

pickup. So, parking spaces are not being lost.  

Mayor Galbraith asked if there was any value in asking them to choose another day of the week. 

Ms. Hill said due to other groups already scheduled she felt the Friday was workable. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 595 to the 

July 5, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 596 AMEND P.O. FOR ADVANCED METERING PROJECT  

Utilities Director, Ron Gaudet gave an overview of why the water meters were being changed out   

and said last year the PO was cut from the non bonded capital projects.  The cost was to have been  

$320,000.00 for the meters and an additional $20,000.00 for the electronic components TI Sales  

would purchase through another vendor. That other vendor fell through and TI Sales was able to  

provide the electronics components themselves with an overage of $11,000.00. They would like to  

close the PO and close out the project to go on to the next phase. 

 

Councilor Rusk  moved Councilor Heede seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 596 to the 

July 5, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 597 ISSUE P.O. TO TI SALES FOR ADVANCED METERING 

PROJECT  

Director Gaudet said the bond fund approved earlier this year for the 2 million project includes  

new meters.  He said they would  like to issue the first PO to TI Sales. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 597 

to the July 5, 2016 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 598 APPOINT A MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO 

COMMUNITITY SERVICE AWARD SELECTION COMMITTEE  

  Mayor Galbraith said each year they nominate a council member to sit on the selection committee.  

  There was some discussion that Councilor Ilvento could probably do it providing the date of the    

  meeting is a date he is available.  
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  Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he could be the backup in the event Councilor Ilvento was unavailable. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick  moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 598 

and the name of  Councilor Andrew Ilvento with Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick as alternate to be 

appointed to the Community Service Award Selection Committee to the July 5, 2016 Mayor and 

Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:22  p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 


