
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 533 PROCLAMATION – ERICA WATSON, BEYA AWARD 

Mayor Galbraith asked Ms. Watson to join her at the podium and read a proclamation in honor of   

Ms. Watson being named Black Engineer of the Year.  Mayor Galbraith praised Ms. Watson’s 

work as a science educator and thanked her for coming to teach our children here in Groton.  

Ms. Watson thanked Mayor Galbraith and everyone for coming out tonight.  She thanked all those 

who have helped her settle in at WSMS these past several weeks, her family for their support,  her 

students and her mentor. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 534 THAMES RIVER HERITAGE PARK 

Mayor Galbraith reported the plan that was commissioned by the Avery Copp House has been   

finalized and accepted. She talked about the water taxi pilot last summer and the projected costs to 

continue it this coming summer. She said it would need to be a shared cost with both public and 

private funding.  She asked the Council if they would support funding $10,000 from the Special 

Revenue, Community Development and Beautification Fund.  She said the money in that fund is 

from private donations and the revenue from the CMEEC 50 In 5 generator project. She said she 

believes this will promote economic development on Thames Street.  

Deputy Mayor Jervis asked if the Town of Groton would be sharing in the costs. 

Mayor Galbraith said they are on the list to ask but that private donations would be solicited first. 

She said the City of New London is also on the list. 

Councilor Sheffield asked how much would be coming from the State. 

Mayor Galbraith said the legislation that was introduced  by Representatives Scott and Bumgardner 

is for the full amount of $106,000.00. 

Councilor Hedrick said he, Representative Bumgardner and Mayor Finizio testified in support of 

the funding.  He said Mayor Finizio is very supportive but can’t promise funding until he requests 

if from the City Council.  He said cost sharing would be evaluated and they would look at future 

costs.  He said New London benefited from the pilot program last summer. 

There was further discussion on cost sharing, the amount of interest in continuing the water taxi, 

soliciting businesses and private clubs for donations and what role if any the Economic 

Development Commission could have in the development of the Heritage Park. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to move Referral Item #534 to the 

March 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 535 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE 

Mayor Galbraith said the City purchased the property in 2010 and  this has been in committee for 

About 3 years and she would like to see some movement on it.  She said there has been some 

deterioration and decisions must be made.  

Councilor Ilvento said his committee and City Planner Barbara Goodrich developed a survey  to 

determine what residents might want to see the building used for but he isn’t sure  it ever went 

public. He said he sent the survey to Councilor Sheffield when he took over the committee and 

believes Ms. Goodrich still has it.  

Mayor Galbraith said due to interest a group has shown in creating a committee for fundraising 

they should decide whether to seek out a structural engineer to determine what needs to be done to 

the building or consider selling it. She went over the types of displays that would be appropriate in 

the house. 

There was discussion that the public use would have to be for the 1
st
 floor only due to ADA 

compliance issues, the possible tie in with the Heritage Park plan, once use is determined what 

grants might be pursued and the possibility of an RFQ for an engineer. There was further 

discussion on the costs to date, futures costs and if the benefit would be greater than the expense, 

whether local builders who have done work on historic buildings would be appropriate to do an 

assessment on the building and the need for a structural engineer with experience with historic 

buildings.  

Mayor Galbraith said they would need a structural engineer familiar with historic buildings because 

it is a municipal building and would have to be certified for public use.  She asked if they were in 

agreement that she should refine an RFQ and come back to them with prices. 

They all agreed. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 536 PURCHASE TWO 2015 FORD UTILITY INTERCEPTORS 

FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $91,258.94, BASE PRICE OG $52,720.30  

AND AN ADDITIONAL $38,538.64 WILL BE REQUIRED TO OUTFIT  

THE VEHICLES TO POLICE DEPT.STANDARDS TO BE PAID BY  

CALENDAR YEAR POLICE APPROPRIATIONS   

Mayor Galbraith read the resolution and asked Chief Davoren to go over the details. 

Chief Davoren said the Crown Victoria’s are no longer available and the Ford Taurus chassis 

vehicles have been determined to not be a food fit.  He said the Interceptor can be easily  outfitted  

and have AWD.  He said they will replace the audio/visual devices and computers due to age. 

There was discussion on how they will be regular patrol vehicles, the electronic outfitting will be  

compatible and they can remain with the same vendor.  

Finance Director Yuhas said the $88,000.00 will come from the FY 2015 capital budget and the  

remainder from the operating budget.  

There was discussion on the price differential from the sedans and how they might repurpose some  

old equipment from the current patrol cars.  

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 536  

to the March 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

to discuss implementation of collective bargaining to include Chief Davoren.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in C8 at 8:20 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 8:39 p.m. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey  seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


