
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2015 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #1APPOINTMENTS  

Mayor Galbraith said this is a reappointment and thanked Ms. Fuisting for continuing to serve. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1, the re-

appointment of Constance Fuisting,  regular member Harbor Management  Commission to the 

December 7, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 558 RESIDENTIAL PARKING  

  Mayor Galbraith said the language on the residential parking signs is not in conformance with the  

  ordinance.  She said it would be far more costly to add the needed language to the 

  posted signs than to make the needed changes to the ordinance.  

 

  Councilor Heede moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 558 to the  

  December 7, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 564 EMERGENCY PRIMARY EFFLUENT PUMP REBUILD 

Utilities Director Ron Gaudet distributed photos to the Councilors of the pump and noted the  

history of repairs to the pumps. Director Gaudet said this is an emergency repair and is necessary in  

order to be able to maintain operations. 

Councilor Sheffield asked which pump it was. 

Director Gaudet said it is #3, on the right side. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick noted these can’t be replaced, repair is the only option. 

Director Gaudet said that yes, they could not replace like for like.  Once the PAF rebuild is done  

the new pumps will be submerged pumps. 

Councilor Heede asked what would happen if they fail. 

Director Gaudet said incident reports would be filed for untreated sewage. 

Councilor Heede asked if there were fines associated with it. 

Director Gaudet said we wouldn’t allow it to happen. 

Mayor Galbraith said it has happened before but was caught quickly.  She asked if the pump was  

being removed. 

Director Gaudet said the pump has been removed and sent for repair.   

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 564  

to the December 7, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 565 AUTHORIZE GROTON UTILITIES TO ISSUE PO FOR 

PURCHASE OF 2017 FREIGHTLINER BUCKET TRUCK FOR $192,993.00  

  Councilor Heede asked if this had already been approved. 

  Director Gaudet said this is the 3
rd

 truck to come to the Council in the past month.  The first bucket   

  truck was for Bozrah and the digger derrick was for GU.  This bucket truck is for GU. He said they  

  are going with the second lowest bid due to height specifications for the truck. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 565 to 

the December 7,  2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 566 AUTHORIZE GROTON UTILTIES TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

  NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT PROGRAM  

  Director Gaudet said GU pays gross receipts tax and this program allows them to make a donation  

  to an approved organization as a tax credit.  He said they expect to split the approximately  

  $150,000.00 between   Groton Public Library and Fairview and both will use the funds for HVAC 

  energy related upgrades and will know later in December the exact amounts. 

  Mayor Galbraith explained how the tax credits work and the process for applying for donations. 

  Councilor Gerrish asked if this is the same as the next referral item. 

  Director Gaudet said it is similar but part of a different program.  

  There was discussion on the programs, the tax credits and when GU began participating. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 566  

to the December 7, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

  

REFERRAL ITEM # 567 AUTHORIZE GROTON UTILITIES TO CONTRIBUTE TO   

THE PEQUOT VILLAGE II HOUSING RENOVATIONS AS PART OF THE STATE OF 

CONNECTICUT HOUSING TAX CREDIT CONTRIBUTION PROGRAM   

Mayor Galbraith asked if there were any more questions beyond what had already been discussed. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 567 

 to the December 7, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 568 SNOW REMOVAL/FINE SCHEDULE ORDINANCE  

REVISIONS 

Mayor Galbraith said they are still awaiting language changes and approvals from the attorney so 

they can’t move this to the next meeting yet.  

Councilor Heede went through the proposed ordinance and explained how they addressed the 

numerous issues including safety and liability concerns.  

Mayor Galbraith said the attorney would adjust the language to make it City of Groton specific.  

She asked if the Councilors would be comfortable with some flexibility in the language of the 

ordinance so decisions could be based on the severity of a storm. 

There was discussion on partial parking bans and the possibility it may be confusing to residents. 

There was further discussion on ways to ensure it could work, towing vehicles, where to park the 

cars that are towed and the Mayor having the authority to call a full or partial parking ban. 
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Finance Director Yuhas asked if the fine schedule could be by resolution rather than ordinance. 

Mayor Galbraith said they could make changes by resolution based on language.  She thanked the 

members of the Council Group I Committees for doing a great job with the language and all the 

variables.  

Councilor Ilvento had concerns that there would be no leeway for residents in extreme situations. 

Mayor Galbraith said the language includes “may result” which gives them room for extreme 

situations.  She asked if when the language is clarified by the attorney if the Councilors would like 

this to go back to committee or put on the agenda for action. 

Councilor Heede said he would incorporate the changes discussed tonight and submit it to the 

Mayor for the attorney to look at and he would like the referral item sent back to committee. 

 

Mayor Galbraith said there will be a number of items coming to them for action and there would 

not be a COW in December due to the Christmas/New Year’s holidays.  She distributed a budget 

schedule and went over the dates and certain requirements by Charter. 

 

Councilor Gerrish asked if they were going to discuss the residential parking item. 

Mayor Galbraith said it had been discussed and moved to the next meeting but they could certainly 

discuss it further. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if Triton Place was resident only parking. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was with a 2 hour limit for non-resident parking as prescribed in the 

ordinance.  She said the goal is to change the language in the ordinance to reflect the language 

currently on the signs. 

Councilor Gerrish noted that CGS allow the parking authority, the Mayor, the ability to enforce 

residential parking and has been enacted by previous Mayors. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick asked if there were other streets designated as resident only parking other 

than the list they have. 

Councilor Gerrish said there were, including the street the Deputy Mayor lives on.  

Mayor Galbraith said she would like to check with the attorney to ensure they are following the 

ordinance and any CGS. 

Councilor Gerrish said the authority comes from CGS when not addressed by an ordinance. 

There was a discussion on how resident only streets are determined, the language in the ordinance, 

on the signs and CGS.  

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he would like to know which streets are included that are not on the list 

they have and not included in the ordinance.  

Councilor Gerrish suggested we look at the ordinance and other authority by CGS. 

Mayor Galbraith said they can have the Deputy Chief at the next meeting to discuss this and if 

Councilor Gerrish would like to change whether we follow the ordinance or CGS he can put it in as 

a Committee Referral. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


