
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

SPECIAL MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2015 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the special meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick. Excused: Councilor  Stephen Sheffield. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS 

Re-appointments: 

Edith Williams, Beach and Parks Committee 

Karen Griswold, Beach and Parks Committee 

Mary Pratt, Beach and Parks Committee 

Linda Schneider, Beach and Parks Committee 

Mayor Galbraith said Edith Williams, Karen Griswold, Mary Pratt and Linda Schneider are all  

re-appointments and have served  varying lengths of time. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move the above names for re-

appointment to the Mayor and Council meeting of February 2, 2015.  

Motion carried. 

 

New appointment: 

Lori McClain, Beach and Parks Committee 

Mayor Galbraith said Lori McClain has expressed an interest in serving on the committee for some 

time and once a vacancy opened she applied. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 1 with 

the name above   to the February 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting. 

Councilor Dempsey thanked her for being willing to serve. 

Mayor Galbraith said she currently is involved in serving the community in many ways including 

as a member of the Friends of the Zbierski House. 

Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #524 2014 HOLIDAY DECORATIVE AWARDS 

Mayor Galbraith said they will reschedule this. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #525 LEGISLATORS 

Mayor Galbraith said this item is rescheduled to February 17
th

. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 526 EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FOR EASTERN POINT BEACH  

CONCESSIONS TO ROBERT AND PATRICIA GARCIA  

Mayor Galbraith said Mary Hill, Director of Parks and Recreation was there to answer any 

questions and go over any changes. 

Ms. Hill went over the minor menu price increases.   

Councilor Gerrish asked if this ever goes out to bid. He noted some issues that he raised last year 

and said there had been some improvement with those issues. 

Ms. Hill said not in her tenure and it is her understanding that it hadn’t since they began running the 

concession in 1985 and have had first refusal each year. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was up to the Council to decide if this should go out to bid or to wait and 

bid it out for next year. 

Councilor Gerrish said the City gets no financial benefit from this. 

Ms. Hill said the Garcia’s pay $100.00 per month and the electric bill beginning in June. She said 

the utilities are for the whole building including the beach supervisors office, first aid office and 

locker rooms.  

Mayor Galbraith said they met with them last year to discuss how they could address the issues that 

were raised and efforts were made to resolve them. 

Councilor Gerrish agreed there were positive changes last year. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said the low prices they charge allow the children who attend the beach with 

the City Summer Playground to purchase lunch.  He said this arrangement has worked well and any 

significant change could result in higher prices. 

Mayor Galbraith said changes to the resolution can be made and go out to bid and start the process 

earlier next year.  

Councilor Ilvento said they have been there 30 years and if the rent is increased it could result in 

higher prices. He said they have been doing a good job and most people are happy. 

Councilor Dempsey asked Ms. Hill if the beach goers are happy with them. 

Ms. Hill said she has gotten mostly positive feedback and each year she gets calls and emails 

asking if they will be returning prior to the opening of the beach. 

Councilor Dempsey noted the price increases this year are very small. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if the City has any influence on the hours of operation. 

Ms. Hill said the contract states they are open from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  She said the grill is 

turned off at 7:00 p.m. and they actually close at 7:30 p.m.  She said  they usually  discuss possibly 

closing earlier on rainy days when no one is there.  She said they can discuss the possibility of 

remaining open until 8:00 p.m. since there is a beach monitor there until sunset.  

There was further discussion on whether remaining open later might impact them either financially 

or the additional hours they might have to work.  There was discussion on just staying open later 2 

nights a week to try it out 

Mayor Galbraith and Ms. Hill said they would speak to them to see if they can consider remaining 

open a little later. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 526 to 

the February 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 527 2015 RECREATION DEPARTMENT USER FEES 

Ms. Hill went over the user fees noting there was a mistake on page 3 regarding the number of 

buses the City Summer Playground program could bring in the beach.  She said there is not a limit 

and the program has continued to grow so she wouldn’t want to state a limit.  

Mayor Galbraith asked if there was a reason to not have each site go on a different day. She said 

there were concerns by some residents regarding the number of children going on a single day. 

Ms. Hill said they have always felt the 2 sites should go together since they are all part of the same 

program and some participants go to a particular site for transportation reasons and their friends go 

to the other site.  It allows the friends to spend time together at the beach.  She said she would 

prefer to work it out operationally rather than split them up.  She said if the concerns are about the  

concession stand they can try to get orders in ahead of time so it will be ready for the kids.  

Councilor Ilvento said the B&P Committee would like to see this addressed in-house.  He said 

breaking it into 2 days might create 2 days of greater activity instead of only 1. 

There was discussion on how they could make it work and that the Garcia’s are willing to work 

with bus groups to make things more efficient.  

 Ms. Hill went over the increase in the daily parking fee that was recommended by the Beach & 

Parks Committee.  She said they hope it will encourage more people to purchase the season pass.  

She said the receipt from a daily parking fee can always be used towards a season pass too.  

She said they also added the guest pass policy and the cost of the laminated pass for $30.00 that 

they carry in. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 527 to 

the February 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 528 2015 EASTERN POINT BEACH RULES AND REGULATIONS   

 

Ms. Hill said the changes had just been discussed in the previous item. 

 

Councilor Hedrick  moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 528 to the 

February 2, 2015 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 529 FY2016 HIGHWAY BUDGET  

Mayor Galbraith said this would be discussed on February 17
th

. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 530 FY2016 POLICE BUDGET  

Mayor Galbraith distributed a revised cover page for the Police Department budget.  She said this 

would be discussed at the February 17
th

 meeting. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 531 SOLAR CITY PRESENTATION BY CMEEC  

Mayor Galbraith said Drew Rankin from CMEEC was there to give them information and answer 

questions. She said she had  forwarded some articles and questions that had been raised so he might 

address them 

Mr. Rankin distributed and went over a summary of the relationship CMEEC has  with Solar City 

and how it differs from the relationship the towns with the solar arrays have with Solar City. 
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Councilor Ilvento asked about the locations of the 2 solar fields in Groton and the 1 in Bozrah 

asking if they were all located on City property. 

Mr. Rankin said one in Groton was on City property, one would be on property owned by the Navy 

and the one in Bozrah is private property. He said there is another on Norwich Public Utility 

property.  

Councilor Ilvento said  the information at previous presentations by Solar City was confusing and 

they weren’t clear when questions were asked.  He had concerns that they weren’t being 

straightforward.   

Councilor Gerrish asked if the contract was with the City or CMEEC. 

Mr. Rankin said it is a power supply contract with CMEEC. 

There was further discussion that the City would lease the land to Solar City, how the solar array at 

the Sub Base will be beneficial, how there isn’t a direct benefit to the consumer, where the rent 

from the lease would be directed to, the responsibilities of Solar City to the land they lease and that 

the only upfront costs to the City would be for the legal services required to negotiate the contract. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 532 LETTER TO TOWN OF GROTON REGARDING SPECIAL 

DISTRICTS 

Mayor Galbraith distributed a draft letter to the Council and explained that GLPA would like to be 

included.  She said this is exploratory in nature and was looking for a consensus. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said he felt it was an equitable solution. 

Councilor Gerrish agreed and felt it would eliminate some of the disagreement between the 

councils. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the specifics of the departments and services. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if the Mayor and Finance Director had begun working on this. 

Mayor Galbraith said they had not as they will need more detailed budget information for the other 

departments. She said they only have the breakdowns for town Police and Public Works.  

Councilor Ilvento said we need a long term solution and this is a good start. 

Mayor Galbraith said it’s simplistic, only pay for the services we are eligible to use. 

They were all in agreement to send the letter.  

 

II.  EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss the following matters: 

 

1. Employment contract. 

 

2. Council representatives of the selection committee to go into Executive Session with 

members of the City Council, notwithstanding its right to meet in a non-meeting under CGS 

1-200(2) and (7) to discuss personnel. 

Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in C-8 at 8:45 p.m. 
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III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 9:53 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


