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 CITY OF GROTON/TOWN OF GROTON 

SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 MINUTES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2014 

 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 6:00 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg 

and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Staff: Tim Umrysz 

Town Mayor Rita Schmidt (arrived 6:08 p.m.), Councilors Genevieve Cerf (arrived 6:16 p.m.), Joe 

delaCruz, Bruce Flax, Bob Frink, Rich Moravsik, Deborah Peruzzotti, Harry Watson. and Town 

Manager Mark Oefinger. 

Absent: Councilor Heather Bond Somers 

 

II. ITEMS 

 

1. FY 2015 BUDGET AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  

Mayor Galbraith distributed copies of the CIP FY 2015-2020 

Highway Foreman Tim Umrysz went over the condition of the sea wall  that is in need of 

rebuilding on  Shore Avenue.  He said repairs have been made but it is past repairs now. He 

said there is another area along Shore Avenue at the bottom of Tyler Avenue that is in poor 

condition. 

There was discussion regarding the condition of the sea wall, how it would be rebuilt, what 

materials might be used and how cost would be a factor.  

There was further discussion on the area at the end of Tyler Avenue and that it isn’t in danger 

of collapsing. There were question regarding the consequences of a collapse. 

Mr. Umrysz said the wall, road and sidewalk could collapse but that is not an imminent 

concern.  He said the exposed pipes are a greater concern. 

There was some discussion on how these projects could be financed and the possibility of 

grants. 

There was discussion on the time on the projects. 

Mr. Umrysz said he couldn’t estimate at this time. 

Mayor Galbraith asked how long the retaining wall on Thames Street by Paul’s Pasta took. 

Mr. Hillsberg said just over a year. 

Councilor Moravsik asked if Storm Sandy caused  further damage. 

Mayor Galbraith said Hurricane Irene caused more damage due to the waves. 

Mr. Umrysz discussed the Jupiter Point project. 
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Councilor Cerf said the Coastal Management Plan shows rising waters and asked if it relocation 

might make more sense. 

Mr. Umrysz said it’s just been undermined due to age. 

There was further discussion on the Jupiter Point area. 

Mr. Umrysz reported an old stone retaining wall with safety railings on Slocomb Terrace is 

earmarked for replacement. He said repairs are made periodically but it will have to be rebuilt. 

Councilor Frink asked if it was an imminent issue. 

Mr. Umrysz said it wasn’t but they do check it frequently. 

There was discussion to move the project up prior to 2018 if possible. 

Councilor delaCruz asked if Mr. Umrysz could prioritize the projects. 

Mr. Umrysz said the Shore Avenue retaining wall is number 1, he said Jupiter Point and the 

pipes at the bottom of Tyler Avenue are even at 2 or 3. 

Councilor Moravsik asked if the DEEP would have to give permission for the Slocomb Terrace 

project. 

Mayor Galbraith said it isn’t on the water. She went on to say they wanted to give the Town 

Council advance notice of projects that would be coming along. 

There was discussion of whether these projects could be covered under bond  money. 

Mr. Oefinger said he wasn’t sure but if there is some leftover they can look into it. 

There was discussion on the pier on Shore Avenue and whether State funding would apply.  

Councilor delaCruz said it would be nice to have a public pier. 

Mayor Galbraith said they hope to rebuild the pier at the Costa property on Thames Street to be 

used as a public pier. She said having a water taxi has also been discussed. 

Mayor Galbraith said she has met with Mr. Oefinger and Mr. Pandolfo to discuss  the budget.  

She said the Police Department budget request  is down 2% from last year and the Highway 

Department budget request is down 2.6% from last year. She went over the areas in both 

budgets where cuts were made. 

Councilor Flax asked if unused funds in the FY 12/13 budget could be returned as a credit for 

the next FY. 

Mayor Galbraith said she wasn’t sure but would get back to him. 

 

2. THAMES STREET REHABILITATION UPDATE  

 Mayor Galbraith gave a report on the progress on the project and said they are ahead of  

  schedule, 2/3 of the way done, and under budget. She said the feedback from residents and  

 businesses has been positive. She said they will start up again in late March or April.  

She distributed a memo from Bill Lewis of the Highway  Engineering Department with the 

breakdown of costs and percentage of the work done to this point. 

Councilor Frink asked about the underground utilities. Mayor Galbraith said the cost was far 

too much. She said there have been some change orders for drainage totally $15,000.00. 

Councilor Cerf asked about the financing. 

There was a discussion on the bond funding. 

Councilor Cerf asked about the eyesore building at EB at the end of Thames Street.  She asked 

if we could ask EB to paint it. 

Mayor Galbraith said they have raised the issue but it doesn’t appear to be a priority for them. 

There was discussion on cleaning up the area.   
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Mayor Galbraith said the City is working on increasing the reach of the blight ordinance and 

that should address it. 

 

Councilor Hedrick reported the Community and Economic Development Committee has been 

working on some positive incentives to improve properties.  He said  surveys have been done 

with businesses and the general public. 

Mayor Galbraith said due to another meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m. they would have to end 

this meeting. 

There was discussion to schedule another meeting to discuss the remaining items on tonight’s 

agenda. 

Councilor Moravsik said he would like to see the 3 Police Chiefs before the Town Council with 

their recommendations on the Police Study. 

Mayor Galbraith agreed. 

There was some discussion on when they could meet and Tuesday, February 25, 2014 was set 

at the Town Hall Annex. 

 

3. TOWNWIDE POLICE ASSESSMENT 

4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

5. OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION 

 

III. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith and Mayor Schmidt adjourned the meeting at 6:58 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


