
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2014 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, 

Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Deputy Mayor William Jervis. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  

Chief Davoren gave the following remarks regarding the consideration of Sergeant John Erick  

Jenkins: 

Good evening Mayor and members of the Council. I present Sergeant Erick Jenkins to you for your 

consideration for promotion to the rank of Lieutenant. SGT Erick Jenkins is a 25 year veteran of the 

City of Groton Police Department and a veteran of the US Marine Corps. His service with the City 

police department includes his time in the Statewide Narcotics Task Force, as a Community 

Service Officer, as Youth Officer, and as Administrative Sergeant.  He is presently the dayshift 

supervisor.  He is an active Shooter Instructor, a Range Instructor, and a crisis intervention team 

member.  He attended Three Rivers Community College and the University of Rhode Island.  

Mayor Galbraith asked Chief Davoren to explain the promotion process. 

Chief Davoren said the Law Enforcement Council of Eastern CT administers a written test and oral 

interviews with ranking members of area Police departments. They provide a list of candidates and 

the collective bargaining agreement allows for a small number of points to be added based on 

seniority. He said he and the Deputy Chief will review the work product of the candidates and 

make a recommendation to the Mayor. 

Mayor Galbraith said she conducts interviews and is quite confident that SGT Jenkins is the best 

person for this position. 

Councilor Dempsey congratulated  SGT Jenkins and said he wasn’t aware he had been in the 

Marines.  He said 25 years with the City is impressive. 

Councilor Gerrish said he worked with SGT Jenkins for many years and he is an excellent choice. 

Mayor Galbraith asked SGT Jenkins if he wanted to say anything. 

SGT Jenkins said he appreciates their confidence in him and he will strive to do his best for the 

City and not let them down. 

 

Councilor  Gerrish moved Councilor  Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 1,  the 

appointment to Lieutenant of John Eric Jenkins, to the July 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. 

There was some discussion on the type of promotion ceremony they would have. 

Motion carried. 

 

Chief Davoren gave the following remarks regarding the consideration of  Detective Jason Brucker: 

Mayor and members of the Council.  I present Det. Jason Brucker to you for your consideration for 

a promotion to the rank of Sergeant. Det. Brucker has a bachelor’s degree in Sociology with a 

minor in Criminal Justice from Central Connecticut State University.  He is a member of the City 

of Groton Police Department for nearly 15 years and he has 4 years prior police service with the  
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East Hampton CT Police Department. Det. Brucker has served in the State wide Narcotics Task 

Force and as a bicycle patrol officer. He is certified as an instructor in the Cooper standard physical 

fitness testing and as a field training officer. He is currently assigned to the Detective Division. 

Councilor Dempsey asked to have an explanation of the Detective versus Sergeant rank. 

Chief Davoren said the position of Detective is appointed with less formalized testing done. He said 

it is a pay grade below Sergeant and is not a supervisory position as the rank of Sergeant is.  

Councilor Gerrish said he worked with Detective Brucker and agrees he is a great choice and he 

has served the City well. 

Detective Brucker thanked the Council and the Chief for their confidence in him and he will do his 

best to make the City proud.  

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1,the 

appointment to Sergeant of Jason Brucker, to the July 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. 

There was a discussion on the type of promotion ceremony there would be. 

Motion carried. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 506  DONATION OF SURPLUS FIRE EQUIPMENT 

Chief Delia gave some background on the type of  equipment to be donated and the other 

departments that would   like to work together to donate their surplus equipment to the East 

Corinth, NH Fire Department. He asked for the Council’s permission to donate  the rescue truck 

and said all the other equipment would be loaded into it. He said there is no real value for the 

equipment for resale and it is uncertain what they might get for the truck. He said it is more than 20 

years old and needs repairs that they don’t want to make. He said they have been fortunate to 

receive grant money to purchase updated equipment in the past. He went over the list of equipment 

they have earmarked for donation and why they no longer have a use for them. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if there were any questions for Chief Delia. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if the equipment is still useable and if it can be put to good use by the NH 

department. 

Chief Delia said it was and it will all go to them “as is” in writing.  

Councilor Gerrish asked if there is any expense to the City to do this. 

Chief Delia said there isn’t.  They will come and pick it all up when told permission had been 

granted and all the required paperwork is ready. 

Councilor Gerrish asked why they didn’t sell the truck. 

Chief Delia said no one has committed to purchase it and there is a community in need.  

Councilor Dempsey asked if they had checked with other departments here in Groton to see if they 

needed the truck. 

Chief Delia said they had and the local departments are all set. 

Councilor Dempsey said he would like to see them sell it if there was an opportunity to sell the 

truck and the money could be put to good use for a program for children or the food bank providing 

there is any real value to selling it. 

Chief Delia said they have no clear idea of the value and no commitment from anyone to purchase 

it. If they did have a buyer they certainly would do that. 
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Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #506 to 

the July 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


