
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Councilor Lawrence Gerrish. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 504 UTILITY BUDGET PRESENTATIONS  

Mayor Galbraith went over the difference the role the Council plays in the City versus Groton 

Utilities budgets. She said the Council may not make any line item changes to the GU budget. 

 

Utilities Director Paul Yatcko thanked his staff for all the hard work that went into the preparation 

of the budget. 

He began with the Water Division and went over the highlights including revenue, expenses, 

maintenance reserve funding, non-bonded capital projects and bonded capital projects. 

Councilor Ilvento asked where they stand with the State Drinking Water Revolving Fund. 

Mr. Yatcko said they are still waiting for the final determination, probably around mid -year. 

Councilor Ilvento said they had previously discussed how they would proceed if approval didn’t 

come through for the funding. He asked if there was a plan. 

Mr. Yatcko said they did discuss how they would have to break up the project into smaller 

components but it would ultimately cost more. They would address this if necessary. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if there would be more water rate increases. 

Mr. Yatcko said there would be a series of increases over about 5 years. 

Councilor Dempsey asked what the cash fund balance was. 

Mr. Collard said about 1.9 million. 

Mr. Yatcko said the finances of water  remains strong. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if the 2.5 million for design is part of the 34 million that was bonded. 

There was some discussion that the design funding is separate. 

Councilor Dempsey said he had concerns that personnel costs were going up and said the GM 

position is too costly. 

Mr. Yatcko said the GM position has been vacant for about 3 years and was not funded this year.  

He said they have been looking at the demographics of that department and the management is 

currently union members and he is concerned about management succession. He said if 

circumstances required them to fill it then they would, if not then they won’t.  

Councilor Dempsey asked if it would be filled from within. 

Mr. Yatcko said he wouldn’t discuss personnel matters in open session.  

He then presented the highlights of the Electric Division including revenues, expenses major line 

items, non-bonded capital projects and bonded fund projects, electric income statement and net 

cash flow. 
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Councilor Dempsey asked how much cash there is in electric. 

Mr. Collard said just under 1.5 million. 

Mr. Yatcko said there can be fluctuations. 

Councilor Ilvento said Mr. Yatcko seemed more concerned about revenue during the January  

presentation. 

Mr. Yatcko said he is always concerned but there has been some recovery and some spending cuts  

as well.  He said management has done a great job with initiating spending cuts. 

Councilor Dempsey asked how our rates are compared to CL&P. 

Mr. Yatcko said we are a bit under and has heard CL&P is filing for a rate increase. He said power  

markets can be volatile.  

Councilor Dempsey asked when we last had a rate increase. 

Mr. Yatcko said in 2010 and we are watching the market closely. 

Mayor Galbraith thanked Mr. Yatcko and the department heads who attended tonight.  She said the  

Council would be voting on this in June by Charter. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 505 ZBIERSKI HOUSE USE PERMIT/SPECIAL PERMIT  

Mayor Galbraith said this is regarding the rates to use the Zbierski House and the change in policy 

that would allow for the special permit for serving alcohol. She noted the procedures that would be 

required. 

Parks & Recreation Director Mary Hill went over the modifications that were made to the Zbierski 

House permit that will work in tandem with the special permit for alcohol. She said Mayor 

Galbraith brought this to the Beach & Parks Committee in February and the committee had some 

concerns. They addressed their concerns by limiting the alcohol to wine and beer, allowing it only 

after 6:00 p.m. during the summer, an insurance requirement and no glass containers.  They also 

had concerns regarding guest control and added a requirement for a building monitor to be present 

during the event.  Currently the building monitor unlocks the house and returns 15 minutes prior to 

the end of the event. She explained the various fees for public versus private parties.  

Councilor Ilvento said there was a tremendous amount of discussion by the Beach & Parks 

Committee and they did a great job in addressing the many concerns they had. He clarified that the 

cost for the insurance and building monitor would be paid by whomever is renting the house.    

Deputy Mayor Jervis asked if the City’s insurance carrier had been consulted. 

Ms. Hill said they had. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if the fees were still hourly. 

Ms. Hill went over the hourly fees for rental, the liquor permit fees and monitor fee. 

Councilor Ilvento said all paperwork must be completed prior to the event. 

There was discussion on how the paperwork to reserve must be completed prior to the liquor 

permit, payments for building monitor must be paid in advance and the differences between cater 

liquor permits and 1 day liquor permits. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if there would be language regarding guest control. 

Ms. Hill said they would have to provide a plan and the building monitor would also be there to 

ensure the rules are being followed. 

There was discussion on capacity limited to 50 people, no glass containers and the non-smoking 

status of the beach and grounds. 
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Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral #505 to the June 

2, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss candidate selection.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced at 8:15 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 8:22 p.m. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


