
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2014 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Michael 

Hillsberg and  City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to add a Referral Item for the 

purchase of trucks for the Highway Department. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 1APPOINTMENTS  

 Probationary Officer, Patricia Lieteau 

 Chief Davoren made the following remarks: 

 Patricia Lieteau of Oakdale, CT is a graduate of New London High School.  She has studied 

Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement Administration at Mitchell College, University of New 

haven and Charter Oak State College.  

Patricia retired from the New London Police Department with the rank of Sergeant after a 26 year 

career. During her time with New London Police Department she was active with the police 

explorer program which involved youth in police education and training.  She was patrol supervisor 

and for 7 years she served as the department’s training coordinator. 

She then joined the Mashantucket Police Department where she assisted with training and 

obtaining state certification for its officers and where she was active in their youth programs. 

She currently serves as an advisor for the East Lyme Police Cadet Program and as an assistant 

director in the practical skills program for the week long Police Cadet Academy held each summer. 

Patricia hopes to serve our community in a similar manor.  She brings a great deal of experience to 

our department and we look forward to her appointment. 

 

Councilor Dempsey said she had an impressive resume and he is happy to have her join our 

department. 

Councilor Ilvento asked Ms. Lieteau why she chose the City of Groton. 

Ms. Lieteau said she enjoys community police work and working with children and feels the City 

will provide those opportunities.  

Councilor Gerrish said he knows Ms. Lieteau and is familiar with her accomplishments as a police 

officer. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said Chief Davoren has made a good choice. 

Ms. Lieteau thanked them all. 

Mayor Galbraith said she is please she brings so much experience working with youth here. 

Councilor Ilvento said it is apparent that she loves what she does. 

The Councilors welcomed Ms. Lieteau. 

 

 Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1, the 

name of Patricia  Lieteau, to the April 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 495 AUDIT PRESENTATION   

Scott Bassett of McGladry addressed the Council. He went over the timeframe the audit was   

conducted and submitted. He went over the scope of the audit and their findings. He went over 

some the financial highlights including the General Fund balance, the City’s cash flow and its 

expected increase with TVC being sold, said the pension funding is in great shape and how it will 

be a positive for the City with better discount rates. 

There was discussion on the impact the Pfizer buildings that will be leased will have on the City, 

statutory debt limits, debt service and rate stabilization.  

The Council thanked Mr. Bassett. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 492 CEDC FINAL REPORT  

City Planner Barbara Goodrich praised the individuals who comprised the committee and the hard  

work that went into the report. She went over the scope of the work they were charged with and the 

scope of the report they prepared.  She said among the recommendations in the report is the 

creation of an Economic Development Commission for the City of Groton.  

Mayor Galbraith said the creation of the Economic Development Commission is being presented as 

an ordinance.  She said there will be a budget of $10,000.00 dedicated to get started.  

Councilor Hedrick said the ordinance is the cornerstone of the creation of the commission. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Deputy Mayor Jervis if his Group I Economic Development Committee had 

any questions or changes. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said they had no suggestions or changes. 

Mayor Galbraith said with 2 reading to be done before the final approval there is time for further 

comment and to determine the membership of the commission. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to move Referral Item #492 to the  

April 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 499 THAMES STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT  

  Mayor Galbraith said there have been numerous issues with drainage onto Thames Street and there 

  have been discussions with EB to work with us to make the necessary improvements since the  

  pipes  run under buildings on their property. She asked Ms. Goodrich and Tim Umrysz to weigh in.  

  Ms. Goodrich said there is a program LACIP, that provides State DOT funding but doesn’t get   

  involved in the project. She said there is significant savings to go through the Regional Planning  

  Commission and they are looking for shovel ready plans and the funds are available. 

Mayor Galbraith said it will cover all the construction costs and we would pay for the remaining 

design costs.  

Mr. Umrysz said the drainage project they did at John Street isn’t perfect but it has helped a little.  

He said this project will pick up the new pipe at the bottom of Smith Street and should correct the 

issues. 

Mayor Galbraith said this will cause a delay in the completion of Thames Street, there are gas lines 

that must be moved. She said the application for the funding has been submitted and EB is 

collaborating with us on this. We should know by sometime in mid April if we are being 

considered. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if the costs would be minimal with only the design remaining. 

Ms. Goodrich said yes, construction costs are paid for and that it isn’t a matching fund program. 
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Councilor Hedrick said it’s good it’s not a matching fund program and it makes sense to do this in 

conjunction with Thames Street.  

Mr. Umrysz said they have already identified what is under the road that will be dug up and they 

will have to go 15 feet down. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if there was a timeframe on the delay for Thames Street and we should 

let the public know in advance. 

Mr. Umrysz said there isn’t a time frame as of yet but they hope to have them continue the work 

from the North end and move down and coordinate both projects. 

Councilor Ilvento asked how long ago the John Street project was. 

Mr. Umrysz said a few years. 

There was discussion on how far into Thames Street this project would extend and the excavation 

for both projects that will be required. 

Ms. Goodrich said they have to wait for notification of the funding before going out to bid. 

Mayor Galbraith said there is no action to be taken but she did want them all informed on what is 

happening. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #500 HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT VEHICLES 

Mr. Umrysz went over the trucks that have been identified for replacement and said the Purchasing 

Agent, Dave McCord was able to find the vehicles needed under the State contract. He said the 

plow and sand spreader will be done separately locally.  

Mayor Galbraith said funding for these vehicles was budgeted but they had to wait for the funding 

issue with the Town of Groton to be settled. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded to move Referral Item #500 to the April 7, 

2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 496 2014 RECREATION DEPARTMENT USER FEES  

Mary Hill, Director of Parks & Recreation went over the process they used to determine the  

changes that have been made.  She said there was a great deal of discussion at the public  

information session on walk-ins and guest passes. She said there are many property owners who  

don’t have identification to prove they own property here in the city and the cost of the bracelets  

was nearly as much as the amount of money collected for walk-ins last year. She said the fees for  

playing fields was changed for groups other than Little League and Babe Ruth due to the AAU and 

travel teams that include fees for playing fields in their registration.  

Deputy Mayor Jervis stated the Council can approve but won’t be able to make any changes since  

the fees have already been published.  He asked if it would be possible to agree to have these items  

brought to them earlier in the year.  He distributed a list from 2005-2013 showing the months the 

P&R user fees and rules and regulations were approved.   

Mayor Galbraith said she held it up by a month when she made the recommendation to allow  

alcohol under special permit at the Z House for special events.  

Ms. Hill also said the public information session and special B&P Committee meetings pushed it  

back a little.  

There was discussion and agreement to bring this to the Committee of the Whole for review in  

January. 
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Councilor Dempsey asked if walk-ins would just walk through now and if there might be some  

parking issues. 

Ms. Hill said they will keep track of the number of walk-ins each day to see if not having to pay 

increases the number coming in.  She said parking is clearly marked on the streets outside the 

beach.  

Mayor Galbraith said they will keep a close eye on parking at the bottom of Tyler Avenue and at  

Avery Point and have the police keep us informed. 

  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item #496 to the  

April 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 497 2014 EASTERN POINT BEACH RULES AND REGULATIONS     

Ms. Hill went over the changes, procedures and language changes.  

There was discussion on allowing alcohol for events  at the Z house under a special permit.  

Councilor Dempsey asked if there would still be designated areas for smoking.  He said he thought  

that was what was voted on when the ordinance was passed.  

Ms. Hill said the B&P committee recommended No smoking. 

There was discussion on what was agreed upon when the ordinance was approved. 

Councilor Ilvento thanked the B&P Committee. 

Councilor Gerrish asked who would enforce the rules. 

Ms. Hill said the beach supervisors and herself.  She said they have budgeted to have 2 supervisors  

on for certain days that are traditionally busier which should help. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if keg beer would be allowed. 

Mayor Galbraith said it would not, the size of the containers for beer or wine are limited. 

  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item #497 to the 

April 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 498 WASHINGTON PARK BALL FIELD BANNER PROGRAM  

Ms. Hill went over the background of this and said she did some research with other communities  

to see how they handle this.  

Councilor Dempsey said he thought this was great and he hopes we can educate the people who 

will be in charge of getting the banners to stay within the set guidelines.  

Councilor Ilvento said he had been in touch with Jim Kamercia, who brought this to the Council 

last year to go over the draft of the policy.  Mr. Kamercia felt it was fair and what they wanted. 

Councilor Dempsey said they did a great job.  

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to move Referral Item #498 to  

the April 7, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith updated the Councilors on the search for a Finance Director. She said Linda 

Savitsky will be looking at the job description to see if anything should be changed and will assist  

in finding an interim director while the job is reposted. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


