
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Finance Director Michael Hillsberg. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #1 APPOINTMENTS 

Mayor Galbraith said due to a resignation of a member of the Youth Advisory Committee she  

would like to bring a name forward for the Council. She said Jill Rusk has expressed an interest and  

with her educational and employment background she is a good fit for the committee and its  

objectives.  She asked for a motion to move her name if there were no objections. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 and the  

name of Jill Rusk for appointment to the Youth Advisory Committee to the March 3, 2014 Mayor  

and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 491 INCREASE TO RETIREES PENSIONS – 2010 

Mayor Galbraith went over the formula used and distributed charts without employee names that  

explain salaries, years of employment, vesting, contributions and retirement benefits for both union  

and non-union employees including management.   

Councilor Dempsey thanked Mayor Galbraith saying this would help him to better understand the  

pension plan. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the formula used to calculate the increase for those who retired in 2010. 

Dan Tompkins, a senior member of the Retirement Board spoke to the Council and stated there  

would be minimal impact on the fund with this increase but is much needed.  He said the  

Retirement Board would be discussing this at the next meeting and encouraged the Council to  

move it for approval.  

  Mayor Galbraith went over the figures for the increase for those who retired in 2009 and said there 

  would be more information for the Councilors prior to the March 3
rd

 meeting. 

  Deputy Mayor Jervis said the wording does not dictate this be done if the Council decides against it  

  and they have until the second reading to decide. 

 

  Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 491 to  

  the March 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

   

REFERRAL ITEM # 492 CEDC FINAL REPORT  

Mayor Galbraith noted the members of the CEDC who were in attendance and thanked them for  

being here and for all of their work over the past 18 months.  

Councilor Hedrick, chairperson of the CEDC read a summary of the final report given to the 

Councilors.  He went over the background, organizational recommendations and the strategic plan. 

He stated there were some plans that could be implemented with little or no funding while others  

would require funding on an annual basis.   
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There was discussion that the goal is to encourage existing businesses to remain and improve their  

properties and bring in new business and making the area more attractive and increase pedestrian  

usage.  

There was discussion of the boards that were placed around the room showing what members of the  

public would like to see happen with both Thames Street and Five Corners.  

There was discussion on what might be done to try to fill some of the empty store fronts with new  

businesses, the potential that exists for both beautification and revitalization, and the viability of  

creating a more pedestrian area at Five Corners with outdoor furniture and moving the parking to  

the back sides of the building. 

Councilor Hedrick thanked the members of the committee for all their hard work and said the  

beautification at Five Corners would be a good beginning  and go a long way at improving and  

calling attention to the businesses there. 

Mayor Galbraith said there is funding in the next FY budget to begin implementing some of the  

recommendations. She thanked the members of the committee again for all of their efforts and said  

it is becoming a vision to move forward with. 

The full text of the report is available in the City Clerk’s office. 

  

REFERRAL ITEM # 493 COUNCILORS TO CONFER ON HIGHWAY BUDGET 

Mayor Galbraith said we have 3 Councilors who meet with the Town to discuss the funding.  She  

asked who would like to do it. 

Councilor Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Jervis and Councilor Gerrish all agreed to do it.   

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 494 BULKY WASTE 

Mayor Galbraith asked Councilor Dempsey to present this as the Council Group I Public Works  

Committee chairperson. 

Councilor Dempsey went over the minor language changes in Sections II and III. 

Mayor Galbraith noted the new language in Sections IV and V. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if hazardous waste was addressed. 

Mayor Galbraith said it is addressed in Section II, h). 

There was discussion on the measures that would be taken if hazardous materials were put out and  

whether fees would be collected for regular bulky waste versus the items listed in Section III, b).  

There was a discussion on the Blight ordinance. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 494 to  

the March 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City clerk 


