
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2014 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Michael 

Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM #1 APPOINTMENTS  

 Michael Spellman, Probationary Police Officer  

 Chief Davoren said he was pleased to present Mr. Spellman to the Council and gave the following 

 remarks: 

Michael Spellman is a lifelong resident of southeastern Connecticut.  He graduated from  

Stonington High School and Central Connecticut State University with a BA in Political Science.  

He is a graduate of the 96
th

 Connecticut State Police Training Troop and he worked at various 

postings including patrol at Troop E, the Resident Trooper in East Lyme, a detective in the Major 

Crime at both Troop E and Troop K, a sergeant supervising the QLTF at Troop D, an investigator 

at Internal Affairs, a Master Sergeant at Troop D, a lieutenant whereupon he served as commanding 

officer for the Casino Unit, Troop K in Colchester, and Troop D in Danielson, and the East and 

North Central Offices of the Statewide Narcotics Task  Force. He is a decorated trooper who retired 

in 2011. He is married with 2 children currently living in Pawcatuck. 

He will be a great addition to our department and he is willing to answer any questions you may 

have. 

Councilor Ilvento asked Mr. Spellman why  he chose the City of Groton. 

Mr. Spellman said when he was first married they looked in the City as a possible place to live but 

ended up living in Pawcatuck but he likes the tight knit community feel the City offers. 

Mayor Galbraith noted there is no need for the POST certification. 

Mr. Spellman said he is already certified. 

Councilor Gerrish asked what the savings to the City is with a certified officer. 

Chief Davoren said the academy tuition is $1,500.00 and the salary paid to the officer is $20,000.00 

during the training at the academy. 

Councilor Sheffield asked Mr. Spellman why he would come back to law enforcement after 

retiring. 

Mr. Spellman said he missed community policing. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if he has experience working with young people. 

Mr. Spellman gave some background  of his community policing while working in Danielson with 

the Community Partnership Team. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said he is a great candidate. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to move Referral Item #1 to the 

February 17, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 487 BLIGHT 

Building Official Carlton Smith and Chief Tom Davoren joined the Councilors at the table. 

Mr. Smith gave some background on the Blight Ordinance enacted in 2003 and the negative impact  

of blight here in the City.  He went over some changes in 2011to State Statutes that will allow  

them to add criminal as well as civil penalties and the changes in some code regulations that will  

allow them to move forward with this. He said he and Chief Davoren worked together to cover both  

the civil and criminal penalties. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the steps that would have to be taken to be in compliance with the  

Statutes. 

Mr. Smith noted they added in a component for bulky waste and the steps they would have to take  

prior to levying charges against the owners.  

There was discussion on the number of covered unregistered and registered vehicles/marine vessels  

that would be allowed on a property.  

There was discussion on whether State Marshalls would be used to serve the offenders or if the  

City officers could do it. 

Chief Davoren said in many instances the City officers could as well as certified mail. 

There was a discussion on how it is a quality of life issue. 

Mr. Smith said he asked Highway Department Foreman Tim Umrysz to give some input so they  

were all in agreement with the language in the ordinance. 

The Councilors thanked Mr. Smith and Chief Davoren. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move Referral Item #487 to the  

February 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

  

REFERRAL ITEM # 484 POLICE STUDY DISCUSSION 

Chief Davoren went over recommendations of the study that he felt we could collaborate on and  

stated there were other recommendations that would not benefit the City.  

There was discussion on the merits of the study, the reason the study was initiated and the ways  

that collaboration of certain services could benefit the City.  

There was further discussion that the 3 Police Chiefs should meet and discuss the recommendations  

and the impact they would have on each department.  

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 483 FYE 2015 POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

Chief Davoren went over the proposed FY 13-14 budget.  He stated there is a 2.5 % reduction over  

last FY due to changes in health benefits and pension.  He said the hiring of a number of new  

officers also contributed to the reduction due to lower salaries.  

There was discussion on the costs of insurance and comp costs, overtime and mandatory staffing. 

There was discussion on how the pension  funding is determined. 

The Councilors thanked Chief Davoren. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 483 to  

the February 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 485 FYE 2015 HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

Highway Foremen Tim Umrysz and Mayor Galbraith went over the process the used to prepare the  

budget so the City line items match the line items of the Town. There is a reduction of  2.06%  

from last FY budget. 

There was discussion on where the savings were accomplished and whether they might save a little  

more by purchasing a plotter for the engineering office rather than lease it.  

There was discussion on the materials for some projects being purchased with bond funds.  

The Councilors thanked Mr. Umrysz. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 485 to 

the February 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 490 CITY WARRANTS AND INSURANCE 

Councilor Dempsey had some questions regarding payments he read in the warrants. 

Mr. Hillsberg explained that large payments to certain vendors are due to multiple departments that  

share the vendor. He also explained the self - insured health benefits and what CIRMA covers for  

the City and Groton Utilities.   

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 488 PRESENTATION ON GROTON UTILITIES FINANCIALS  

Director of Groton Utilities Paul Yatcko presented a power point and went over the  revenues and  

expenses for both water and electric for the past 6 months.  He showed the revenue for water to  

be 81% over the projected revenues and budgeted expenses are down 8%. He went over the  

variables that contributed to this.   

He went over the expenses and revenues for electric and showed that revenues are down 4.7% and  

budgeted expenses are down 3%. He went over the variables that contributed to this. He went over 

his plan to mitigate expenditures and said they will shift the work  

to bonded capital projects and that materials are being ordered for those projects.  

There was some discussion on how they will mitigate expenditures and that Director Yatcko would 

like to continue giving back to the community through donations but will look carefully at the  

requests.  

The Councilors thanked Director Yatcko for his presentation. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 486 EXTENSION OF LEASE TO EASTERN POINT CONCESSION 

Mayor Galbraith said the Garcias have run the concession for a number of years and would like to  

continue.  

There was discussion on how the City doesn’t receive any income from the concession and is  

responsible for all equipment and the upkeep of the building.  There was discussion on the prices of  

the menu items and how any increases must be approved by the Council. 

There was discussion that the general concession area could use a little sprucing up and be less  

cluttered with fewer signs in the windows.  

There was discussion that routine maintenance could solve the cleanliness  issue and they would  

revisit the menu prices in the future. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 486 to  

the February 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 489 CITY COUNCIL EMAIL POLICY 

Mayor Galbraith said this policy is basic and the same as the policy the employees must follow. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 489 to the 

February 3, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith said the RTM has asked that 2 City Councilors be appointed to sit in on the Task 

Force for Economic Development.  She said she would forward the names to them. 

 

There was some further discussion on City warrants and charges to vendors. 

Mayor Galbraith explained that each department has its own credit card and must turn in all  

receipts each month so payment can be made.  

Mr. Hillsberg explained the payments in the warrants titled GOB as General Obligations Bond  

payments.   

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento  moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


