
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2013 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 

Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, 

Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 451CITY BUDGET PRESENTATIONS  

Tim Umrysz-Sanitation 

He began his presentation by saying there was an 18.52% reduction from last year’s budget.  He 

said this is largely due to no equipment in the request. He said the sanitation budget includes costs 

for recycling and bulky waste pickup. 

He asked if there were any questions. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if the increase in personnel services is due to contractual wage increases. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was due to the analysis of hours in both sanitation and highway. 

Mr. Hillsberg said when some employees have completed their sanitation or recycling pickup for 

the day they go work in highway.  

There was discussion on the importance of having everything show up in the appropriate cost 

centers. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked Mr. Umrysz for his hard work in keeping the costs down. 

Councilor Gerrish said this is a very busy time of year for the department. 

The Mayor and Councilors thanked Mr. Umrysz for his time to go over the budget with them. 

 

Chief Nick Delia-Fire Department 

Chief Delia distributed an explanatory text and worksheet of his proposed budget request. He went 

over the highlights of the budget, mutual aid and risk profile. He said having the 4
th

 firefighter on 

shift has had positive results and used, as an example, the resulting damage of a fire to a structure 

on Poquonnock Road.  He said because they had the 4
th

 firefighter they were able to get in and put 

the fire out quickly preventing the first floor from collapsing into the basement due to the weight of 

the items stored in there. He said the firefighters were willing to renegotiate how they use their time 

off to allow for the 4
th

 firefighter and not have it impact the budget. He said he was able to hold the 

line on non-contractual items and evaluated everything. He said all firefighters are now at the top 

step which allowed for a reduction so funding could be reallocated.  He went over the stipends for 

volunteers, costs of medical insurance, savings on phones and closely scrutinized fuel usage. He 

said emergency responses have dropped in half due to the decision to not respond to Poquonnock 

Bridge until an agreement was in place on compensation. He said contractual items will go up. 

Councilor Hedrick said that when he and other elected officials attended the meeting of the PBFD 

Board of Directors Mayor Galbraith extended to them the opportunity to agree to terms to continue 

using the equipment. He asked if they had been in contact yet with a decision. 

Mayor Galbraith said they have met and the PBFD B of D will make a decision and get back to her. 

Chief Delia said he was told it has been discussed and so far no objections have been raised. But no 

other word as yet. 
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There was discussion on what might happen if the Town of Groton were to consolidate their fire 

districts, whether we might have to provide more mutual aid but get les in return. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked where vehicle fuel appears in the budget. 

Chief Delia said it is in the utilities cost center. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked about the volunteer incentives on page 72. 

Chief Delia said the funding for the volunteers who are paid on a per call basis is out of the Part 

Time Employee line item and the pension (incentive) is now under Volunteer Pension. 

Councilor Gerrish said it was a very clear and concise presentation. 

Chief Delia said a 3 day seminar he attended was an asset to him in the budget preparation and he 

thanked Mayor Galbraith for allowing him to attend. 

Mayor Galbraith and the Councilors thanked Chief Delia for his time to go over the budget with 

them. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 452 LEASH LAWS  

Deputy Mayor Duffy said this began in the Group II Parks & Recreation Committee after 

complaints were received regarding dogs either at the beach or not on a leash in a public park. She 

said the ordinance would prohibit dogs from the beach and would require a dog to be leashed at 

public parks with a lead of no more than 25 feet. She said this would not apply to service dogs or 

the geese control dogs.  She said they would change the wording from warning to subject to a fine 

of $90.0 based on the schedule of fines set by the Superior Court. 

Councilor Jervis asked how they determined $90.00 amount. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy said she consulted with Chief Davoren and there was a mathematical formula 

used.  She said she didn’t have her notes from the meeting with her.  

Mr. Hillsberg asked if this would be year round. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy said it would. 

There was further discussion on how the exact amount of the fine is determined and what should 

appear in the ordinance. They discussed moving it and fine tune some of the language prior to the 

Mayor and Council meeting rather than sending it back to committee. 

Councilor Jervis asked what a dog run in town referred to in the ordinance. 

There was discussion that it should say City for clarification and that the dog run referred to a dog 

park. 

 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #452 to 

the May 20, 2013 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 453 SMOKING PROHIBITION  

  Deputy Mayor Duffy said they want to make the current regulations a little stronger to include the  

public parks, athletic fields and walking paths such as at Birch Plain Creek.  She said it would not 

include the sidewalks around these areas. She said there would be designated smoking areas with 

signage and the fine of $120.00 was calculated based on the schedule the Superior Court uses. 

There was discussion on how much the fine should be and having the City Attorney to determine 

what the fine should be prior to the Mayor and Council meeting.  
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Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #453 to 

the May 20, 2013 Mayor and Council meeting. 

There was discussion about where the designated area at the beach would be and allowing the 

Recreation Director discretion to move the location if necessary. 

There was discussion regarding enforcement and that there will be seasonal staff as after-hours 

patrol from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. each day. 

Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 454 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE SURVEY 

Councilor Ilvento met with the Group II members and then with City Planner Barbara Goodrich for 

input on the questions.  He said Ms. Goodrich had advised they find a purpose of use for the 

building so they could actively seek grant money for the improvements that must be made.  

Mayor Galbraith suggested question #5 give details on costs for staff. 

There was a question regarding #6 and if the non-profits would be responsible for upkeep if they 

want to use the building for offices etc. 

Mr. Hillsberg suggested they speak with the Fire Marshall to determine any change of use 

requirements there might be and associated costs.  

There was discussion on whether the City would want anyone to live there and that it should be 

made clear the City doesn’t want to be a landlord. 

Councilor Hedrick said they may want to tie it into historic elements on Thames Street.  

Councilor Jervis suggested on question #2 they have a Likert scale for each section. 

Councilor Hale said in question #10 change A. to say question 11.  In question #11 change to say 

question 10. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if this should go back to committee. 

Mayor Galbraith said he should consult with Ms. Goodrich to fine tune it and then go ahead with 

posting the survey. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 455 RECOGNITION  

Mayor Galbraith called Councilor Hale up to the podium and presented him with a plaque thanking 

him for his years of service on the City Council.  

Councilor Hale said it has been a rewarding experience and thanked Mayor Galbraith. 

Mayor Galbraith called Deputy Mayor Duffy up to the podium and presented her with a plaque 

thanking her for her years of service on the City Council and as Deputy Mayor.  

Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked Mayor Galbraith and said it has been a wonderful experience.  She 

thanked the residents who have elected her and for their faith in her and thanked her family for 

allowing her the time to serve. 

Mayor Galbraith called Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett up to the podium to present her with a plaque 

for her years of service. 

Treasurer Waller-Brett thanked Mayor Galbraith and the Councilors and said it was a pleasure 

serving with all of them. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


