
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2013 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 

Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and  Finance Director Michael Hillsberg. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 448 FEE STRUCTURE FOR BULKY WASTE PICKUP 

  Mayor Galbraith asked Councilor Hedrick to begin the discussion. 

  Councilor Hedrick began by saying there currently is not a general fee for pickup of bulky waste   

  but that certain items are assessed a $20.00 fee. He said the committee discussed the possibility of  

  having a $20.00 fee for all pickups plus the additional fee for certain items as they have now.  

  Mayor Galbraith asked Highway Foreman, Tim Umrysz to speak to the Council. 

  Mr. Umrysz said in FY 11-12 there were 752 scheduled pickups, averaging 14 per week. He said   

  appliances are a separate matter and there is a cost to the City to have gases/Freon removed.  He   

  said of the 24 appliances picked up last year only 10 were scheduled pickups that were paid for.   

  The others were left on the curb or vacant lots and they felt they should pick them up rather than 

  leaving them there for an indefinite period of time. He said it cost the City $609.00 for all 24 to be  

  serviced by a licensed person to remove the gases while only 10 were paid for. He said they  

  collected $3,000.00 for scrap metal.  

  He said the labor costs for bulky waste pickup for the year was $26,339.00 not including  

  leaf/Christmas tree pickups.  

  Councilor Hale said the $20.00 fee for general and the additional $20.00 for appliances wouldn’t  

  really cover the costs. 

  Councilor Hedrick said they weren’t trying to cover all the costs. 

  Mayor Galbraith said it was up to the committee, we don’t always recover all costs for a service or  

  program. 

  Councilor Hedrick said the fee for general and appliance pickups would help to recover some of the  

  costs.  

  Deputy Mayor Duffy said she thought they discussed fines for abandoned  items. She said they  

  were told the Highway secretary will explain in detail what should be done and how to schedule a 

  pickup but some will disregard the procedures in place and leave items not included in general  

  pickup.  

  Councilor Hedrick said the fines are a separate item and will be addressed with another ordinance. 

  There was discussion on the number of scheduled pickups, abandoned items and whether the labor  

  costs were for straight time or overtime. 

  Mr. Umrysz said it was all straight time. 

  Councilor Gerrish said he isn’t in favor of charging residents for scheduled general pickups. He  

  feels that is a service our taxes already pay for to help keep the City clean. 

  Mr. Umrysz said that was the intent. 

  Councilor Gerrish said other towns that impose fees for general pickups are no more successful in  

  keeping the community clean. 
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  Councilor Jervis said he objects to this on a procedural level because he doesn’t believe this referral  

  item should have gone to the Finance Committee, it should have been in Public Works Committee. 

  He asked if we would begin charging for post storm pickup and what would we do for those who  

  may be economically unable to pay for pickup. He doesn’t see this as a labor savings. 

  Councilor Ilvento said he feels the biggest issue here is accountability such as when absentee  

  landlords leave items left by tenants on the curb or tenants who leave their own items. He said they  

  don’t want to deny a good service but we need to make people responsible and accountable. He  

  said they did discuss special circumstances such as after a big storm and there are also concerns  

  about hazardous materials being left out. 

  Deputy Mayor Duffy said there are good arguments on both sides and the concerns of the 

  committee had been about the misuse of the service by the public.  

  Councilor Gerrish asked if bulky waste was a big problem. 

  Mr. Umrysz said paint collection is a big problem since there are certain types of paint they can’t  

  take.   

  Councilor Gerrish asked if better communication to the public would help and asked how we would  

  enforce the fines. 

  Councilor Jervis asked if leaf/tree pickup is part of bulky waste and asked if they would be charged  

  for that. 

  Mr. Umrysz said it is not. 

  Mayor Galbraith said this item was referred to Finance because of the fee to be associated with it.   

  She said none of our services are free they are paid for by taxes. The costs to provide these services  

  go up, so who should pay. For those who abuse the rules then maybe a fine would be the answer. 

  Councilor Jervis is in agreement with the fine but still disagrees the Finance Committee was the  

  correct committee. 

  Councilor Gerrish said reviewing fees from time to time is appropriate but he feels we already pay 

  for these services through taxes. 

  Councilor Hale asked if this falls under the Blight Ordinance and asked who would enforce the  

  fines.  

  Mayor Galbraith said liens can be placed on a property. 

  Councilor Hedrick said the committee discussed the fines and the 1
st
 offense would result in a call  

  to the owner of the property and continued offenses would carry a fine. He said hazardous materials  

  would have a separate fine.  He said there would be a form stating what is allowed to be completed  

  and signed by the  person requesting a pickup.  If they put inappropriate materials out they would  

  be fined. 

  There was discussion that this could work and they could be given a notice of specified time to  

  remove the materials.  

  Councilor Hedrick said the committee is preparing to discuss all the ordinances on the books that  

  have fines associated with them, so, if anyone feels his committee isn’t the appropriate place please  

  say so now.  

  Councilor Gerrish suggested if ordinance fines are going to be discussed then the departments who 

  oversee the various infractions should be part of it. 

  Mayor Galbraith and the Councilors thanked Mr. Umrysz for his time and the information. 
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  Mayor Galbraith asked what they would like to do with this referral item and the referral for fines  

  on bulky waste. 

  There was some discussion on whether this should remain with Finance or go to Public Works. 

  It was decided all the Councilors would discuss it together at the March 11
th

 group meetings. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 445 EXTENSION OF CONTRACT TO GARCIA’S FOR  

  OPERATING CONCESSIONS AT EASTERN POINT BEACH  

 

  Mayor Galbraith said the Councilors were provided with the information concerning the contract  

  and asked if anyone had questions. 

  Councilor Gerrish asked if anyone else had inquired about running the concession stand. 

  Mayor Galbraith said they had not heard from anyone else. 

   

  Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 445 to  

  the March 4, 2013 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 446 SMOKING PROHIBITION AT RECREATION FACILITIES  

 

  Deputy Mayor Duffy said this has been discussed at length with Recreation Director Mary Hill and  

  Chief Davoren.  She said they have come up with a policy that would allow smoking only in  

  designated areas clearly marked with signage. She said the 1
st
 offense would be a warning and the  

  2
nd

 offense a fine of $25.00.  

  Councilor Jervis asked how it would be determined if it is a 1
st
 or 2

nd
 offense and asked if they had  

  looked at state guidelines for fines to be sure they complied. 

  Deputy Mayor Duffy said they discussed this with Chief Davoren. 

  Councilor Gerrish said he likes the ordinance and the signage will be important. He said with the  

  signs as a warning the fine should be imposed automatically.  

  Councilor Hale agreed. 

  Mayor Galbraith had concerns about designating smoking areas in the smaller parklets.  She  

  suggested a language change to specify where or how it would be enforced.   

  Councilor Ilvento said he believes this is intended for the larger areas and agreed that a language  

  change to clarify is good. 

  This item will go back to the Parks & Recreation Committee for further discussion.  

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 447 DOGS/PETS AT EASTERN POINT BEACH  

 

   Deputy Mayor Duffy said this is to control leashing of animals in the park since Eastern Point    

   Beach already has rules against pets. 

   Councilor Gerrish asked if this was a duplication of state leash laws. 

   Mayor Galbraith said the state law only says the dogs must be under control. 

   Councilor Jervis said he is in favor of requiring leashing 

 This item will go back to the Parks & Recreation Committee for further discussion. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT   

Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


