
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2013 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, 

Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick. Excused: Councilors  Jay Dempsey and Lawrence Gerrish. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 392 REVIEW OF CITY OF GROTON NON-UNION HANDBOOKS   

Mayor Galbraith asked HR Director Lorry Scheetz to come forward to sit at the table. 

Ms. Scheetz gave an overview of the proposed changes for both handbooks.      

Mayor Galbraith asked if the Councilors wanted to go over each item. 

The Councilors said they had read through and felt comfortable with the proposed changes. 

Councilor Hedrick asked about a provision under the Retirement Plan section in the handbook for 

employees hired after 11-1-2008 on page 16 under the introduction. 

There was some discussion on this and Ms. Scheetz said she will have the City labor attorney look 

at it and get back to the Mayor.  

Mayor Galbraith said they will remove it if advised to do so from the attorney prior to the 

November 4
th
 meeting. 

There was some discussion on the differences between the 2 handbooks. 

They thanked Ms. Scheetz for coming. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 

392 to the November 4, 2013 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 480 DRINKING WATER REVOLVING FUND – WATER  

TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADES  

Mayor Galbraith went over the changes that would have to be made to the resolution the Councilors 

received with their agendas.  She distributed a timeline for acceptance of the Drinking Water State 

Revolving Fund to discuss with the Councilors. She said Ray Valentini, Manager, Water Division 

Groton Utilities, was there to help to answer any questions.  She asked Mr. Hillsberg to go over the 

bonding. 

Mr. Hillsberg said the State will bond the project and interest would not be paid until completion of 

the project after 5 years. 

Mayor Galbraith said there would be an interim funding agreement to make payments for the 

ongoing construction with a permanent funding agreement upon completion of the construction 

when the monthly payments would start. She said the loan application is due by the end of the year 

but the resolution does not need to be finalized by then. She went over the specifics of the timeline 

and asked if the Councilors were in agreement.  

They said they were. 

Mayor Galbraith said she would like input from the Councilors on what information they would 

like to see covered in the presentation. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis asked if there was a benefit to the City by borrowing through the State fund. 

Mr. Hillsberg said the interest rate would be substantially lower and can be paid from user rates. 
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Mayor Galbraith said the terms of the State loan are better for the City as we would not have to 

begin paying as we go also.  She said by the time the loans would have be paid back our debt 

service would be lower and it gives the Utilities Commissioners time to plan ahead with rates. She 

said there may also be some subsidies of up to 5% available that would be an added benefit. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if it would be possible to tour the plant to have a better understanding of 

the scope of the project. 

There was a discussion on planning for a tour prior to the December 2
nd

 meeting. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if this would have any impact on the City’s bond rating. 

Mr. Hillsberg said it probably wouldn’t. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if this would still keep us within our percentage of debt service allowed 

and said he was concerned rate payers may not understand the debt liability. 

Mayor Galbraith said she had talked with Rick Stevens, Manager, Water Division Groton Utilities,  

when they met earlier today about conveying to the public what 34 million was going to buy them 

in the upgrade. She said the resolution, once completed, would serve as the letter of intent. 

Councilor Hedrick said a timeline of key events/milestones during construction would be helpful 

and asked if there would be any disruption of service. 

Mr. Valentini said there would be no disruption of service and they would time certain aspects of 

construction to coincide with traditionally slower periods. 

Councilor Ilvento said a presentation similar to what they received for the PAF upgrade would be 

helpful. 

Mayor Galbraith said it was important to get as much information out as possible. 

She thanked Mr. Valentini and stated he would be taking the lead on this for the time being. 

 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:51  p.m.  

 

APPROVED: 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


