
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2012 

 

  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

  7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 

Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Amy Moncy, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 

Guest: City Planner Barbara Goodrich. 

  

REFERRAL ITEM # 434 DISCUSSION ON AUDITORIUM USAGE  

Mayor Galbraith gave a brief overview of the revised policy. She said Clerk Patrick provided the    

initial draft with input from Facilities Manager Pete Grills. Mayor Galbraith and Clerk  

Patrick worked together to finalize the language. They met with Recreation Director Mary Hill to  

discuss the pool of seasonal employees who would act as building monitors for any activities after  

business hours and on weekends. 

Councilor Jervis had some concerns regarding the language of the prohibited activities.   

There was discussion that there might be some more inclusive language. 

Councilor Hedrick had a question regarding prevailing wage. He wanted to know if the City does  

this anywhere else. 

Mayor Galbraith said this would not be for regular employees, we would use seasonal help and the  

wage would vary due to length of employment. 

Councilor Hedrick asked when Police or Fire Department personnel would be required. 

Mayor Galbraith said that would only happen if a large crowd required their presence. 

 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #  

435 with the added inclusive language to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 4, 2012.  

Motion carried. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 435 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE CAPITAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT   

Mayor Galbraith said there is a lot to discuss and some decisions must be made. She said it could  

go to Group Committee at the next meeting if they can agree on the direction to take. She asked  

City Planner Barbara Goodrich to go over the assessment report. 

Ms. Goodrich did an overview of the report provided to the Councilors. She went over some code  

questions that had arisen and was satisfied with the outcome.  She said there are some structural 

issues that need to be addressed and some inside and outside rehabilitation.  She said the estimated  

costs for those are $230,000.00.  She said this will not be a complete restoration, it would stabilize  

the building. 

Councilor Hedrick said this would make the property habitable. 

Councilor Hale said this will stop the deterioration. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if there are any grants available to cover some of the costs. 

Ms. Goodrich said there are reimbursable grants where the City would have to cover 50% of the  

costs.  

Councilor Hedrick asked if there were any historic groups that might be able to help with the costs.  
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There was discussion that many local groups don’t have that kind of money however maybe there  

might be some groups who could hold fundraisers or apply for grants to help offset the cost to  

taxpayers. 

Mayor Galbraith said the site design must be done before applying for grants and the cost for that  

will be about $30,000.00 and it is not in the budget. 

Mayor Galbraith said she would like this to go to the Group II Finance and Community  

Development Committees for further discussion to see where they might want to take it.  She said  

some work must begin to stop the current deterioration of the building.  

There was discussion on the initial cost of the building and what the end use might be. 

There was some discussion on the feasibility of a restaurant opening at the Mother Bailey House  

using the Daniel Packer Inn in Mystic as an example. They discussed the historic value of the house 

and how it might be used by the local historical groups as a meeting place. 

Mayor Galbraith said the Group Committees have a lot to look at to set priorities and a timeline.  

She said we also have work to be done on the Zbierski House and the Costa property to look at. 

Mayor Galbraith said they have to decide if they want to apply for the grants and get the site design  

done before this can move forward. She said it is a time sensitive project due to the condition of the  

building. 

There was discussion on how much money is in the contingency and surplus funds and getting a  

national historic group interested in the building. They discussed how the property might be   

marketed and whether parking might be an issue. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if everything in the assessment report had to be done at the same time. 

Ms. Goodrich said the items are listed in order of importance. 

There was discussion on the possibility of an archeological grant from the State. 

There was further discussion on how some of the repairs might be approached and all agreed it  

should be a group referral at the June 4, 2012 meeting. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 436 REAL ESTATE ACQUISITION COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATION OF UPPER COSTA PROPERTY  

Mayor Galbraith said the committee has been looking at what can be done with the upper property 

and came up with some options and recommendations. She said the building had deteriorated 

considerably. 

Ms. Goodrich went over the recommendations of the committee: 

1. City keeps the property, repairs the building and develops and uses the site 

2. City subdivides the lot and sells a portion of the lot with the building 

3. City sells the whole parcel 

4. City keeps the property and demolishes the building   

The Real Estate Committee recommends Option 4. 

They discussed the pros and cons of all of the recommendations.  There was discussion on the costs 

for the demolition and if there might be some abatement needed.   
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Finance Director Hillsberg said at one time they had a price of $30,000.00 for demolition and 

Abatement but that figure may change. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Deputy Mayor Duffy what the Costa Property Committee saw with regard  

to the rooming house. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy said there were some who wanted to keep the house but the majority of the 

committee would have voted to demolish the house. She would like to consider subdividing and  

selling the house. 

There was further discussion on the merits of demolition and the lack of funding for this property. 

Councilor Hedrick said the potential for Thames Street development can make the property  

valuable at a later date. 

There was discussion on the ranch house and that the City would have first refusal to purchase the  

house once the owner is ready to sell. 

The Groton Bank Historical Society is against demolishing the house. 

There was discussion that there is very little left of the house that is of historical significance. 

Mayor Galbraith polled the Councilors and all were in agreement with Option 4. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to move Option 4 of Referral  

Item # 436 and allocate up to $40,000.00 from Contingency to cover demolition and abatement  

costs to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 4, 2012.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Gerrish asked if a resolution would be needed to salvage any of the items in the house. 

Mr. Hillsberg said they could specify salvage rights in the bid package. 

There was discussion on asbestos abatement and lead paint. 

 

REFERRAL ITEM # 437 BLUFF POINT TO PRESTON TRAIL COMMITTEE  

Mayor Galbraith reported the discussion and recommendation of the Utilities Commission at the   

May 23, 2012 meeting. She said the members of the commission were unanimous in their  

recommendation not to proceed with discussions due to concerns voiced repeatedly in the past. Tri  

Town Committee has not brought anything new to address the concerns of the commission. She  

said she would like to meet with Mayor Rodolico to fully explain the position of the City of  

Groton and the Utilities Commission. 

There was discussion on the importance of making it clear to Ledyard officials and the Tri Town  

Committee that the City of Groton and Groton Utilities does not wish to move forward with  

discussions.   

Mayor Galbraith asked if they wanted a resolution to vote on at the June 4, 2012 meeting or a  

letter to Ledyard officials.  

Councilors spoke in favor of a resolution.  

Mayor Galbraith said the resolution would cover all the concerns of the City of Groton and accept  

the recommendation of the Utilities Commission.  

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #  

437 to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 4, 2012.  Motion carried.  
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 

 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


