
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2011 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 
Present: Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. Luck, Celeste Duffy, 
Keith Hedrick, William Jervis and Finance Director Michael Hillsberg. Excused: Mayor Dennis 
Popp, City Clerk Debra Patrick and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM #1 APPOINTMENTS  
 MARY KELLY, PLANNING AND ZONING, REGULAR MEMBER  
 Deputy Mayor Galbraith said there is a vacancy for a regular member on Planning & Zoning and as  
an alternate Ms. Kelly can fill that vacancy.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 1 to 
the March 7, 2011 Mayor & Council meeting.  Motion carried.  
 
 HEATHER SOMERS, PLANNING AND ZONING, ALTERNATE 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said with the appointment of Ms. Kelly as a regular member a vacancy for 
an alternate will need to be filled.  She went on to make a correction in the 3rd whereas from re-
appoint to appoint.  
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #1 
to the March 7, 2011 Mayor and Council meeting. 
Councilor Hale thanked them for volunteering. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said it is always good to see. 
Motion carried.  
 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 397 EXTENSION OF LICENSE TO ROBERT AND PATRICIA  
  GARCIA, DBA EASTERN POINT BEACH CONCESSION, FOR THE 2011 SEASON  
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked Recreation Director Hill if she would like to say anything. 
  Ms. Hill said she was asked to be there in the event they had questions. She said she had nothing to 
  add if there were no questions. 
  Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 1 to  
  the March 7, 2011 Mayor and Council meeting.  
  Councilor Hale said they have been doing a great job and will continue to do so. 
  Councilor Jervis said he is glad to have them back. 
  Councilor Duffy said it is a sure sign of spring and Deputy Mayor Galbraith concurred. 
  Motion carried.   
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  REFERRAL ITEM # 398DISCUSSION OF ESCI DRAFT REPORT REVIEW PROCESS   
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith began by saying that the purpose of this is not to discuss the draft report   
  but rather to determine what process they would to follow in order to do the review. According to 
  the RFP the draft report goes to the Council for comment before going back for a final report. She 
  said the purpose of the review is not to change the recommendations but to ensure it is accurate and 
  addresses all aspects of the RFP process. She asked how they wished to proceed with the review by  
  the Council, did they want a meeting, do they want to do written comments and whom would they  
  want to include in the process.  
  Councilor Jervis said he felt it imperative to include the Fire Department as the professionals.  
  Councilor Hale said this is for the City Council to review not the Fire Department to review. 
  Councilor Jervis said they shouldn’t review it in a vacuum, that no one on the Council is a  
  firefighter. They have the expertise and we pay them for their firefighting knowledge, so they  
  should be included if the Council is going to critique or find deficits or areas that may be incorrect. 
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if it would be in order to get correct information, that sort of thing.   
  Councilor Duffy agreed there should be a meeting rather than written comments in order to have a  
  discussion with a clear purpose of what the meeting is about.  She went on to say that as long as the  
  purpose is clear that they are there to check the accuracies or inaccuracies and make sure the draft  
  addresses all aspects of the RFP. She said that is what she would like to accomplish, not get into a 
  discussion of the actual recommendations in the draft.  
  Councilor Hale said he would respectfully disagree with having the firefighters there since the draft  
  is for Council review.  
  Councilor Duffy said if it was just so the firefighters could possibly find inaccuracies that she  
  herself wouldn’t know about she was in agreement.  She said she thinks this is the kind of thing  
  they are looking for rather than to argue the points of the recommendations.  She said they can  
  leave the recommendation pieces out of it and just talk about whether the draft accurately captures  
  all of the information gathered.  
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith said that there is a lot of recounted information and she feels it would be  
  appropriate to have people who are familiar like the Chief and the head of the union there as long 
  as they can agree that it is only to address the accuracy of the information, to ensure all the  
  information got to him and does the draft meet the criteria of the RFP and address the things they  
  hoped to address. She does not want this to be about lobbying for or against the recommendations,  
  trying to get him to change his mind.  She said he is the professional, the objective outsider, that  
  was hired and it would be wrong to try to sway him. She feels it is important to know now if the  
  draft is accurate so they don’t proceed on recommendations they find out farther down the road are  
  incorrect. She feels it is important to have all their questions answered. 
  Councilor Jervis said an example is whether or not the City is in compliance with national  
  standards and are there more than one national standard. He feels the union president could shed  
  some light on that. He also feels it is imperative that they be given the draft in advance so they have   
  time to digest it.  
  Councilor Duffy asked if the drafter of the report would be present. 
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she didn’t know and she didn’t know if there would be additional  
  costs for him to be here.   
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  Councilor Duffy asked, in the interest of conserving money, would it be appropriate to meet and 
  then write to him rather than having him come here. 
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she would look into the details of the RFP package and see if having 
  him here to go over the draft is included or do a conference call.  She said in terms of time it might  
  be best to meet first and then either write to him or make the conference call so they wouldn’t be  
  asking him to sit while they go over the draft as a group.  
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith confirmed that they all agreed to meet as a group and asked when they  
  would like to meet.  
  There was some discussion as to whether the meeting should take place during a regular council 
  meeting. After discussing various dates and times they set a special meeting for Tuesday, March 8th  
  at 7:00 p.m. to meet. 
  Deputy Mayor Galbraith restated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the draft to check for  
  accuracy and to ensure it meets the criteria of the RFP. She asked if everyone else was in   
  agreement to invite Chief Delia and a representative of the fire fighters union and that they would   
  each be provided a copy of the draft report in advance.  
  There was some discussion as to whether there were other members of the group who worked with  
  the Public Safety Committee on the RFP should be included and suggested that question be asked.  
 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
III. None.   

 
IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

None. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT  
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


