
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2009 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. 
Luck, Celeste Duffy, William Jervis and City Clerk Debra Patrick.  
Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett Finance and Director Michael Hillsberg. 
 
Mayor Popp thanked the Councilors for the condolence cards and flowers when his mother passed 
away. He gave an update on the refinancing of the bonds that had been discussed in recent months.  
He said the City will save $524,872.00 over the term of the bonds.  He said the TVC notes were 
also refinanced bringing the rate from 5% to .85%.   
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 338 REFUND OF PROPERTY TAXES TO SOMERSET CAPITAL  
GROUP LTD, PROPERTY TAX DEPARTMENT, 1087 BROAD  
STREET #201, BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT IN THE AMOUNT  
OF $734.86 (SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY-FOUR DOLLARS AND  
EIGHTY-SIX CENTS)  
 
Mayor Popp said the reason for this is that equipment that EB is leasing was assessed twice. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM # 338 to the Mayor and Council meeting of October 5, 2009. Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 339 TENTATIVE SUCCESSOR AGREEMENT, GROTON WHITE 
COLLAR (CSEA)  
 
Mayor Popp said this is the pension portion of their agreement.  The changes include increasing 
the benefit to 2.1% of final average salaries, raising the employee contribution to 6% and lowering 
the age for retirement to 60 with 5 years of service. He said the cost to the City on a yearly basis 
(ARC) will be $12,700.00. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if there were any changes in the medical benefit after retirement. 
Mayor Popp said that portion of the contract was approved in the Spring of 2008. 
There was discussion that new hires after 2009 would be affected by the changes to the medical 
benefits after retirement. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 339 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of October 5, 2009. Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 340 WAIVE THE BIDDING PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE AND  
APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL SECURITY EQUIPMENT FROM 
SHANNIX, INCORPORATED, 40 WORTHINGTON ROAD, CRANSTON, RHODE 
ISLAND, FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF  
$12,923.34 
 
Mayor Popp said this is to install the additional cameras, a recording device and replace a camera 
on the outside of the building that isn’t working. He said this is in response to the intrusion into 
the building one evening and the graffiti left in a conference room. He said the reason for waiving 
the bidding is because we want to bring in the firm who installed the other security systems. He 
said it is beneficial to have the same firm continue the work they have done in the past. 
There was discussion on whether we should go out to bid and if there are other areas in the 
building that require additional security. They discussed where the additional cameras would go 
and some other measures that will be taken in the future. 
 
Councilor Streeter moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 
340 to the Mayor and Council meeting of October 5, 2009. Motion carried. 
  
REFERRAL ITEM # 341 ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN 
INDUSTRIES, 630 PLAINFIELD ROAD, JEWETT CITY, CONNECTICUT FOR 
BITUMINOUS CONCRETE PAVEMENT FULL DEPTH PULVERIZATION AND 
CONCRETE EXTRUDED CURB REPLACEMENT OF PLANT STREET, AS OUTLINED 
IN BID PROPOSAL 06-09 FOR THE SUM OF $379,450.52  
 
Mayor Popp went over the scope of work in this bid. He asked Tim Umrysz, Highway Department 
Foremen and Dave McCord, Purchasing Agent to go over the details. 
Mr. McCord said that 8 bid packages were picked up with 5 bids being received. He said that we 
have worked with American Industries in the past and have been generally pleased with the 
results. 
Mr. Umrysz said that they have gone over the scope of work with the contractor and spelled out 
their responsibilities to ensure that they were all on the same page. 
Councilor Jervis asked if it was concrete or asphalt. 
Mr. Umrysz said it was asphalt. 
Councilor Streeter asked what the timeline for starting and finishing the job is. 
Mr. Umrysz said they should be able to start soon and that the stipulated cut off date is the third 
week of October. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if this is the best deal and if they had confidence in this company 
to do the job. She said she senses some hesitancy on their part. 
Mayor Popp said he doesn’t think it is a lack of confidence in the contractor but rather being sure 
the scope of the work to be done being spelled out with no deviation. He said it is important to 
watch over to be sure the job is done to our specifications. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if they felt confident they could keep a handle on it to ensure it is 
done properly. 
Mr. Umrysz and Mr. McCord said they did. 
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There was further discussion on the preparations needed, the timeline and the scope of the work. 
Councilor Duffy asked if this would include the parking lot at the golf course. 
Mayor Popp said no, the Town of Groton is evaluating the lot at this time. He said if there are 
remaining funds Three Acre Road may get paved as well. 
Councilor Duffy asked about Tyler Avenue. 
There was discussion on the roads in the Eastern Point area that need to be paved. 
Mayor Popp said this is the best price and their work in the past has been good. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM # 341 to the Mayor and Council meeting of October 5, 2009. Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 342 RENAMING OF THE GROTON-NEW LONDON AIRPORT  
 
Mayor Popp said this item is for discussion with the recent news that the Groton Business Owners 
Association and the airport management have asked for the name change to try to make it a more 
attractive destination to stimulate tourism. He said the New London City Council passed a 
resolution asking that it not be changed.  He said the Town of Groton has not yet acted on the 
matter. He asked the Councilors their thoughts. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she was not in favor of the idea. She would like the Council to draft 
a letter stating their objections. She feels that places in Groton should have the name Groton in 
them, not Mystic. She doesn’t feel that the issues with the airport has anything to do with the name 
but rather that there are no commercial airlines there anymore. 
Councilor Hale agreed that the name should not be changed.  He said that when it was changed 
from Trumbull Field to Groton/New London airport in the past it was because of the confusion 
with the airport being no where near Trumbull. He went on to say that unless we plan to move it to 
Mystic it should not be changed. 
Councilor Streeter said he wrote a letter to the editor as a private citizen and asked if he could read 
the following letter that he has submitted to The Day. 
This letter is in response to the recent Day article concerning changing the name of the Groton-
New London Airport. 
As a resident of the Town of Groton I am disturbed by the Groton Business Association’s (GBA) 
arbitrary decision to send a resolution to the members of state legislature and the Department of 
Transportation requesting a name change of the Groton-New London Airport.   I am completely 
befuddled that the GBA members in favor of this resolution did not have the courtesy to poll or 
canvass or solicit the input of the residents of the Town of Groton about this matter. 
Although originally named Trumbull Field in 1929, to honor then Governor John H. Trumbull, 
some early directories list it as “Groton Airport”.  Interestingly in 1945, at the conclusion of 
World War II, the New London Chamber of Commerce proposed renaming it the “New London-
Norwich Airport.  Fortunately that failed. 
Then in 1980, reportedly because of confusion that Trumbull Field was not located in Trumbull, 
CT, the state legislature changed the name to Groton-New London Airport.  This was in spite of 
the Groton Town Council request to name it “Groton Airport’. 
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I find it very suspicious that the GBA did not suggest any replacement name, stating they felt the 
coastal region of Southeastern Connecticut be identifiable [in the name] to promote the area 
tourists.  What could be more connected to the coastal region of Southeastern Connecticut than 
Groton and New London?  Could the GBA be considering names such as “Mystic” or even one or 
both of the gambling facilities in the area?  
The Groton-New London Airport is located on Tower Avenue in Groton; not in Mystic, Ledyard, 
Uncasville, New London or North Stonington.  If we were to change the name I would think that it 
would be appropriate to name it Groton Airport.   
The Councilors were in agreement with his sentiments. 
Mayor Popp said he brought the matter to them in the hopes they would feel as they do. 
There was discussion that they draft a letter taking an official position on not changing the name 
of the airport.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM # 341 to the Mayor and Council meeting of October 5, 2009. 
Motion carried. 
 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   
            None.   

 
III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVED: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


