
 CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2009 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM 
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. Luck, Celeste Duffy, William 
Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick.  
Excused: Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilor James Streeter and Treasurer Janice Waller-
Brett. 
 
Mayor Popp said that they would start with Referral Item # 1 and asked for a motion to enter into 
Executive Session. 
 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 
discuss Referral Item # 1 Appointment of Daniel J. Grimm to the Police Department to include 
Mr. Grimm, Chief Giulini, HR Manager Lorry Scheetz and Clerk Debra Patrick.  Motion carried. 
Executive Session commenced at 7:34 p.m. 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to exit Executive Session.   
Motion carried. 
Executive Session ended at 7:44 p.m. 
 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 1 APPOINTMENTS  
DANIEL J. GRIMM, 455 COLONEL LEDYARD HIGHWAY, LEDYARD, 
CONNECTICUT, AS A PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICER GRADE “D” WAIVE 
THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT AND THAT THE  
APPOINTMENT BE EFFECTIVE JULY 13, 2009 
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #1 to 
the Mayor and Council meeting of July 6, 2009.  Motion carried.  
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 331 REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING GUARD RAIL SYSTEM 
AT THE US SUBMARINE VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II NATIONAL MEMORIAL  
EAST ON THAMES STREET AND APPROPRIATES FUNDS NOT TO EXCEED $20,000 
(TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS)  
 
City Planner Barbara Goodrich said that there has been damage to the guardrails at the memorial 
at least 3 times. Fortunately the vehicles have never gotten through to the memorial wall and the 
drivers have not been seriously hurt. She said as a result of the most recent accident the Sub Vet’s  
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members are very concerned that at some point a vehicle may get through to the memorial wall 
and cause severe damage.  She said the insurance settlement to cover the repairs was paid out 
however the Sub Vet’s were looking for something with more stability and strength. Parks & 
Recreation Director Mary Hill looked into a few options that would provide the added peace of 
mind for them.  However the most promising example proved to be far too expensive if repairs 
were needed. Ms. Goodrich felt that bringing in the engineers and design people from the 
Thames/Bridge Street Committee would be helpful so it could all be tied in to the work that will 
be done there. Ms. Goodrich said that Ms. Hill brought forward some information from a provider 
that seems to be what everyone is looking for.  She said the guard rails are steel with wood 
covering so they are esthetically pleasing while having the strength of the steel. She said the 
vendor submitted an estimate for purposes to set a cost range.  
Mayor Popp said this would have to go out to bid. He said at this time we have only seen one 
vendor and there may be others.  The Sub Vet’s have done a great deal of research as has Ms. 
Goodrich. 
Councilor Jervis asked how the repair costs compare to the existing guardrails. 
Ms. Goodrich said they were comparable. 
There was discussion on the dimensions of the guardrails. 
Councilor Luck asked if these would be placed in just the damaged section. 
Ms. Goodrich said that the entire guardrail would be replaced.  
Mayor Popp said it would actually be longer than the existing guardrails adding 40 feet or so. 
Ms. Goodrich said that by running it continuously it will be stronger. 
Councilor Duffy asked what the Thames Street renovation group feels about this. 
Ms. Goodrich said while they understand that it is difficult to find any guardrails that are attractive 
they are not happy with this particular look.  
Councilor Luck asked where else on Thames Street the guardrails might be installed. 
Ms. Goodrich said there are proposed replacement guardrails by the PAF where there are metal 
guardrails presently. There is no decision at the present time what they will be replaced with.  She 
said the guardrails at the memorial do not have to match others on Thames Street. 
Mayor Popp said they can be painted much like they are now.  He said Ms. Goodrich took the 
concerns of the Thames Street renovation committee to the Sub Vet’s. He went on to say this 
memorial is sacred place for the Sub Vet’s. 
There was discussion on how this was completely separate from the Thames Street reconstruction.  
Ms. Goodrich said there is some sidewalk replacement in the Bridge Street project. 
Councilor Hale asked if the proposed guardrails are stronger than what is there now. 
Ms. Goodrich said yes, they are designed for cars and trucks going up to 60 miles per hour.  
Councilor Duffy asked Ms. Goodrich if she had a feeling on what the price range would be since 
the resolution says it is not to exceed $20,000.00. 
Ms. Goodrich said the preliminary bid was $19,600.00 and the City’s portion would be whatever 
is above and beyond the $4,500.00 insurance payout. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Luck seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 331 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of July 6, 2009.  Motion carried. 



 3 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MINUTES 
JUNE 22, 2009 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 332 PROPOSED CONTRACT WITH MILONE & MACBROOM, 
INCORPORATED, 714 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESIRE,  
CONNECTICUT, FOR FINAL DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE  
BRIDGE STREET STREETSCAPE PROJECT FOR PROFESSIONAL  
FEES RELATED TO FINAL DESIGN, PERMITTING, PROJECT  
MEETINGS AND REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES AT A COST NOT  
TO EXCEED $72,000.00 (SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAN DOLLARS)  
 
Ms. Goodrich went over the background of the committee meetings over the past 18 months. The 
committee feels that there are some streetscape improvements that can be done to Bridge Street 
since it serves as a gateway into the City. She said there are some safety improvements that can be 
implemented as well. She said this will fall under the American Recovery Reinvestment Act funds 
for shovel ready projects.  She said it is easier to permit and no substantial reconstruction work. She 
said they submitted the plan to the Council of Governments and the Bridge Street project was 1 of 5 
projects in the region selected for the ARRA funds. She said time is of the essence with final plans 
having to be submitted by July 10th, a public informational meeting by August 1st and plans ready 
to bid by the first week in March.  She said this resolution will allow them to sign a contract with 
Milone & MacBroom to take these preliminary plans and make them construction bid ready.  The 
design work is not reimbursable with ARRA funds.  She said the Town will reimburse the design 
funds once approved by them.  
Councilor Duffy asked if the sewers were going to be redone. 
Mayor Popp said it is not paving, just sidewalk reconstruction.  He said they don’t plan to do it at 
this time.  He has asked Groton Utilities to do video of the sewers to determine the condition.  He 
said the ARRA funds will not cover this work.  
Councilor Luck asked what the August 1st date was for. 
Ms Goodrich said it was for a public informational meeting. 
There was discussion on how far along Bridge Street the curbs and sidewalks would go. There 
was further discussion on how much foot traffic is on Bridge Street and where it connects to the 
bike and pedestrian path over the Gold Star Bridge.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 332 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of July 6, 2009.  Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM  # 333 PURCHASE ONE (1) MODEL YEAR 2009 PIERCE MID-
MOUNT ARIAL TOWER TO BE PURCHASED FROM FIREMATIC SUPPLY, 51 
BROOK STREET, ROCKY HILL, CONNECTICUT, FOR A TOTAL  
PRICE INCLUDING TRADE IN AND A $20,000.00 CONTINGENCY  
RESERVED FOR CONTRACT CHANGES FOR A TOTAL NOT TO  
EXCEED $1,039,326.00 (ONE MILLION THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND  
THREE HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX DOLLARS) TO BE PAID FROM  
BONDED FUNDS  
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Chief Delia gave an overview of the process that has brought them to this point.  He said they  
began looking into the need for equipment about 15 months ago. They formed a committee 
comprised of Captain Mark Cassidy, Chairperson, Tom Moriarty of the Volunteer Company, 
Firefighters Chet Kaniecki, Allan VanLew and Kevin Price. He said the committee contacted a 
number of vendors who brought specific vehicles so they could see first hand how they handled 
and if they suited the needs of the City. He said the number of hours put in by the committee was 
tremendous and they did a very thorough job. He said they received 4 bids and was surprised 
with the disparity of them. He said the committee went over each bid individually and had a 
number of questions.  He said they went with what turned out to be the least expensive option. 
He went over the safety features of the equipment and said that a down payment will save them 
more money in the end. 
There was some discussion by Finance Director Hillsberg regarding how the purchase has to be 
made in order to conform to the requirements of the grant. 
There was further discussion on the costs. 
Mayor Popp read the resolution as it will appear. 
 

 Councilor Hale moved Councilor Luck seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 333 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of July 6, 2009.  Motion carried. 

     
 REFERRAL ITEM # 334 PURCHASE ONE (1) MODEL YEAR 2009 PIERCE CUSTOM 

PUMPER TO BE PURCHASED FROM FIREMATIC SUPPLY, 51 BROOK STREET, 
ROCKY HILL, CONNECTICUT, FOR A TOTAL PRICE  

 (INCLUDING A $10,000.00 CONTINGENCY RESERVED FOR  
CONTRACT CHANGES) OF A TOTAL NOT TO EXCEED $599,331.00 (FIVE 
HUNDRED NINETY-NINE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED THIRTY-ONE 
DOLLARS) TO BE PAID FROM BONDED FUNDS  
 
Mayor Popp read the resolution as it will appear. 
   
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 334 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of July 6, 2009.  
Councilor Duffy thanked the members of the committee who worked so hard on this. 
Purchasing Agent Dave McCord said the members of the committee were very professional and 
spent time going over every detail thoroughly. 
Motion carried. 
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ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


