
 CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. 
Luck, Celeste Duffy, James Streeter, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra 
Patrick. Excused: Councilor William Jervis and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 323 APPROVE BARBERI BROTHERS, 41 WOODLAWN AVENUE,  
WATERFORD, CONNECTICUT, FOR THE ABATEMENT AND DEMOLITION OF 
343,353,355 THAMES STREET BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES BASED ON ITS  
TOTAL BID AMOUNT OF EIGHTEEN THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS AND  
NO CENTS ($18,200.00) TO BE PAID FROM CAPITAL FUNDS-GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT  
 
City Planner, Barbara Goodrich went over the procedure to solicit the bids and said that there were 
6 bids received. The bids range began at $18,200.00 for the lowest to $66,000.00 for the highest. 
Ms Goodrich said she recommended the lowest responsible bid. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked why there was such a disparity in the bids and if the scope of work 
would be different based on the bid. 
Ms. Goodrich said the scope of work was the same for all of them and some of it could be 
attributable to the distance some of the companies would be traveling. 
Councilor Duffy said that based on all information brought to the committee this is the best option. 
She thanked Ms. Goodrich for all of her hard work in getting the committee to this point. 
There was discussion on the scope of the work and how the demolition would allow them to 
continue to move forward with plans for the property. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 323 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 324 TRANSFER OF $23,668.74 (TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND SIX  
HUNDRED SIXTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND SEVENTY-FOUR CENTS) TO THE TAX 
COLLECTOR'S SUSPENSE TAX BOOK  
 
Finance Director Hillsberg said this is done each year and that the taxes would still be collectable in 
the future. 
Councilor Luck said she recognized some of the names on the list and asked if there is any recourse 
now. 
Mr. Hillsberg said she should contact the Tax Collector with any information she might have. 
 
Councilor Luck moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 324 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 325 APPOINT A MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO SERVE 
ON THE GROTON UTILITIES’ COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD  
SELECTION COMMITTEE  
 
There was discussion regarding the time the meetings are held and who might have the 
availability. Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she would be happy to serve on the committee again. 
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 325 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
  
REFERRAL ITEM # 326 APPROVE THE PURCHASE ONE (1) SCAG TURF TIGER  
MOWER WITH A KOHLER AEGIS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION L/C FOR THE 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM GANO’S POWER EQUIPMENT,  
ROUTE 16, COLCHESTER, CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $11,079.20 
(ELEVEN THOUSAND, SEVENTY-NINE DOLLARS AND TWENTY CENTS) TO BE 
PAID FROM CAPITAL FUNDS  
 
Parks & Recreation Director, Mary Hill said that the mower they currently have is 8 years old and 
has had to go in for repairs with some frequency.  It was recommended by the repair shop that it 
no longer be used for a primary mower. She said they looked around and determined this mower 
would be a good fit based on the number of areas maintained and the probability of adding 
additional areas in the near future. She said it is capable of mowing the more difficult areas with 
greater ease and will be more durable. 
Purchasing Agent, Dave McCord said the mowers are on the State bid list and are offered at 20% 
off the manufacturer’s price.  
There was continued discussion of the frequency that the mowing is done. 
 
Councilor Streeter moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 
326 to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 327 ACCEPT THE TENTATIVE SUCCESSOR COLLECTIVE  
BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GROTON AND THE UNITED 
ELECTRICAL LOCAL 222, CONNECTICUT INDEPENDENT LABOR  
UNION/CONNECTICUT INDEPENDENT POLICE UNION LOCAL NO. 8 FOR THE 
PERIOD JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2012  
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM # 327 to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 328 AUTHORIZATION, ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT   
EXCEEDING $30,000,000.00 CITY OF GROTON GENERAL OBLIGATION 
REFUNDING BONDS  
 
Mayor Popp said this is so the City will have the option to refinance the bonds at an appropriate 
time when the market will allow us to see greater savings. 
Finance Director Hillsberg said by pooling the various bonds together it would allow us to see a 
greater savings should the market improve. 
Councilor Duffy asked if the Council would be told when this is happening. 
Mayor Popp said yes, they would be told and they can certainly accompany them to Hartford for 
it.  He said it is all done on the internet. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 328 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 

 
  REFERRAL ITEM # 329 APPROPRIATING $2,500,000.00 FOR THE 2009 FIRE 
DEPARTMENT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING $1,727,500.00  
BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET THE CITY’S SHARE OF SAID APPROPRIATION  
 
Fire Chief Nick Delia said this bond would cover a wide variety of issues. He said the 
$712,500.00 in grants received this year will go a long way in paying for the trucks and the other 
grant for $100,000.00 will help to fund the sprinkler/fire alarm systems. He said the committee 
researching the trucks has come up with a cost range of $1,019,326.00-$1,192,507.00 for the 
tower ladder truck and $ 550,272.00-$655,661.00 for the pumper engine. He said the bids on the 
truck are good until July 15, 2009.  He said the remaining funds would help cover the City’s costs 
for upgrades to the fire house that he detailed in a chart containing drawings from the architect 
hired to go through the fire house to determine what needed to be done. He said part of the work 
at the fire house includes ridding the building of a termite infestation.  In order to do that they 
must remove the tile floors that have asbestos in the mastic. They will also put in a complete 
sprinkler and smoke detection system.  He said the rehabilitation of the building will include a 
new roof, insulation, skylights, new windows, central heat/air conditioning, the kitchen, radio 
room, generator and office.  He said they also need to replace the hydraulic rescue tools they 
purchased used several years back.  They are constantly in need of repair and parts are not readily 
available. He said the newer tools are less cumbersome and can lessen injury on the job. 
Councilor Streeter asked what the rehab costs will be. 
Chief Delia said they are putting the costs at $490,000.00 including a $50,000.00 contingency cost 
for unexpected issues.  
There was discussion on all the problems in the building in its current state. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if the chrome and lettering on the trucks is included in the costs. 
She said this was a question asked of her during the door to door campaigning. 
Chief Delia said it was all part of the cost. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if they were available without the chrome and lettering. 
Chief Delia said they probably could but said the City’s trucks are not elaborate. 
There was discussion on other departments that have more elaborate trucks, the costs of aluminum  
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versus chrome wheels, the rising costs of steel and engines. They also discussed how they have to 
go by what is permitted by the grant. 
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 329 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of June 1, 2009.  Motion carried. 
Chief Delia thanked the Council, Mr. Hillsberg and Mr. McCord for all of their assistance. 
 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 330 DISCUSSION OF RESIDENT CONCERNS  
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith began the discussion with a question regarding the possibility of 
designating one of the City parklets as a Dog Park.  She asked Ms. Hill if that is something that 
would have to go before the Beach & Parks Committee. 
Ms. Hill said she could bring it to them at the June meeting. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said another resident, Mr. Beaman, asked if it would be possible to have 
maps similar to the ones at Avery Point showing the various land masses along the L.I. Sound 
installed at Eastern Point Beach. 
Councilor Streeter said they intend to put a similar map showing different lighthouses in place at 
Avery Point. He said they applied through the Long Island Sound Grant program. It said it is a 
lengthy process but still worth a try.  
Mayor Popp said this is the same program they received funding for Birch Plain Creek from. 
There was discussion on how it would be nice to have when people are walking along the 
perimeter of the water and rocks they could see what is out there. 
Ms. Hill said she would bring that matter to the Beach & Parks Committee. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said Mr. Street, of 194 Meridian Street, asked to have a light in the park 
by the Babe Ruth field be adjusted to shine on the parking lot not his house.   
Mayor Popp said it is in the outfield and is on all the time.  He feels that a hood over it would be 
helpful. He said he thinks it is in the left fields corner. 
Ms. Hill said she will look into it. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said a resident of Morse Avenue asked if the emergency vehicles are 
supposed to run the sirens at night when responding to a call. 
Chief Delia said they have to run the sirens while on the way to a call for liability reasons.  He did 
say he would look into it to make sure the sirens are being used appropriately. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she also had been questioned about reducing the weekly trash 
collection to 1 day a week. She asked if this should be referred to a committee as a cost saving 
measure.  
There was discussion as to whether reducing the number of collections would actually save money 
if the same amount of trash has to be picked up.   
Mayor Popp suggested we look at the possibility of switching to the 96 gallon receptacles. He said 
it would not be feasible on some of the smaller street due to the space constraints. 
There was discussion of the costs and feasibility of doing this. 
Mayor Popp said he would get some information and go over it with Tim Umrysz.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said that there had also been concerns raised regarding the protocol on 
the number of vehicles dispatched when an ambulance is requested.  
Mayor Popp said they have talked to the doctor on numerous occasions. 
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Chief Delia said that during discussions they have come to a compromise. He said for a skilled 
nursing facility they will be treated as a call from Pequot Treatment Center would. He said that 
this is a big step for them. 
Councilor Duffy suggested that the background questions be reviewed for the new council 
members. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she received a call from the doctor at a local nursing home.  He was 
concerned that when they call for transport it is unnecessary to have a full complement of 
emergency vehicles respond. 
Chief Delia spoke to the doctor and they discussed what the protocol is and what can be done to 
change the way the ambulance is dispatched. He said that the protocol requires a set of questions 
to be asked and based on the answers the vehicles are sent. He said they are reviewing the current 
protocol and question in order to allow just an ambulance to be dispatched to a skilled nursing 
facility where medical assistance is already available in non life threatening situations. They will 
determine what can be done to differentiate the non-emergency and urgent calls. He said there will 
be a presentation by the Director of Paramedics, Fire Officers and Emergency Responders May 
27th. He feels that a compromise will be made that each side can live with. 
There was continued discussion on the emergency dispatch to skilled nursing facilities. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked Mayor Popp if he had any luck with speaking to the town about 
nets at the golf course to protect the houses there.  
Mayor Popp said he did mention it to the Golf Course Superintendent Eric Morrison and is unsure 
if Town Parks & Recreation Director John Silsby has been contacted. 
Councilors Streeter said he had received concerns of residents about the rowdy crowds 
congregating at Eastern Point Beach at night. He said he had been remiss in contacting the Chief 
about it. He said when he was on the police force they had a chain across the entrance at night. 
Ms. Hill said that closing the gate will only keep the vehicles out but the foot traffic will still get 
in. She said she will contact the Police Department to step up patrols there. 
Councilor Streeter said he had 2 residents who requested naming the Birch Plain Creek Park in 
honor of Mark Andrews. Mark was a lifelong resident of the City of Groton and a longtime 
employee of the City Highway Department who passed away a few years back. He said he also 
had complaints of the seemingly long traffic light at Pfizer. 
Mayor Popp said the issue of the traffic light was raised at an earlier meeting and Deputy Director 
of Electric Operations, Brain Roche was looking into it. 
There was discussion on the timer on the signal, changing it for weekends versus weekdays. 
Councilor Hale said at 5 Corners the change from green to red is very quick and can cause a 
dangerous situation. 
There was discussion on the length of time it is red, the change from green to red and the arrow 
for turning. 
 

II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
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IV. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


