
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Michael Street and City Clerk Debra Patrick.   
Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and Finance Director Tony Timpano. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 4 SIDEWALK ON SHENNECOSSETT ROAD BETWEEN 
LIBERTY DRIVE AND MOHAWK DRIVE  
Mayor Popp reported that construction was underway on the sidewalks. 
Councilor Galbraith asked if the sidewalks would be wheelchair accessible. 
Mayor Popp said they would. He asked the Councilors if they wished to delete this from the 
Referral List. 
They were in agreement that it could be deleted. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Duffy seconded to delete REFERRAL ITEM #4 from 
the Referral List.  Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 285 INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’S REPORT ON INTERNAL  
CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OR A FRAUD PREVENTION AND DETECTION POLICY   
Mayor Popp asked the Councilors what they wanted to do with this item.  
After some discussion on the presentation on May 27th by Joe Centofanti of Kostin & Ruffkess it 
was agreed that the Councilors would like to get a proposal for this item. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 303 PURCHASE ONE (1) KUBOTA L3940 HSTC TRACTOR 
EQUIPPED WITH A BUCKET AND WOODS BH80X BACKHOE FOR THE PARKS  
AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM KAHN TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT, 
INCORPORATED, JUNCTION. ROUTES 32 AND 207, FRANKLIN, CONNECTICUT 
FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $33,900.00 (THIRTY THREE THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM CAPITAL FUNDS  
Purchasing Agent David McCord said this tractor will replace equipment from 1992.  The old 
equipment will be brought to the beach and left there for dedicated use. He said he first went to 
the State bid list but was unhappy with the price. He solicited bids and received 4 with a trade-in 
option for an older model John Deere tractor that is no longer used.  There were 2 companies who 
came to do demonstrations and the Kubota L3940 HSTC was the one the Parks and Recreation 
staff liked.  It also happened to be the lowest bid price. They offered a $1,500.00 trade-in for the 
John Deere bringing the price from $33,900.00 to $32,400.00.  Mr. McCord recommended this 
purchase. 
Councilor Street asked if it was gas or diesel powered. 
Mr. McCord said it was diesel powered. 
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Councilor Street asked if it would be stored indoors. 
Mr. McCord said it would be stored outdoors. 
Councilor Poppe asked if it was American made. 
Mr. McCord said that there were no American made tractors with these specifications. He said 
they are all made in Japan, China and Korea.  He said there are no manufacturers in this country 
of under 50 horsepower tractors. 
Councilor Duffy asked why they needed this type of tractor. 
Mr. McCord said they use this type of equipment year round in the park digging trenches, 
spreading mulch, dirt for the fields and hauling sod.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 303 
to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 2, 2008.  Motion carried. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 304 ORDINANCE APPROVING REVISIONS TO THE EXISTING  
WATER RATE SCHEDULE FOR THE CITY OF GROTON, DEPARTMENT OF 
UTILITIES, WATER DIVISION, FOR ALL WATER SERVICE LOCATED WITHIN 
THE GROTON AND EASTERN DIVISION SERVICE TERRITORY, TO BE  
EFFECTIVE FOR WATER SERVICE BILLED ON AND AFTER  
OCTOBER 1, 2008  

 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 305 ORDINANCE APPROVING REVISIONS TO THE EXISTING  
ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULES FOR THE CITY OF GROTON, DEPARTMENT OF 
UTILITIES, ELECTRIC DIVISION, CUSTOMERS TO BE EFFECTIVE FOR 
ELECTRIC SERVICE BILLED ON AND AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2008 
 
Mayor Popp asked if there were any questions regarding these items. 
 
Councilor Galbraith moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEMS 
# 304 and 305 to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 2, 2008.  Motion carried. 
  
There was some discussion regarding whether or not REFERRAL ITEM #306 should go into 
Executive Session.  Mayor Popp said they could make the decision once they came back from the 
next item. 

 
II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION    

REFERRAL ITEM # 302 WAIVE THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT AND APPROVE 
THE APPOINTMENT OF SCOTT SWIFT, 42 EVERGREEN AVENUE, NEW LONDON, 
CONNECTICUT, AS A FIREFIGHTER/EMT IN THE CITY OF GROTON FIRE 
DEPARTMENT  
 
Councilor Duffy moved Deputy Mayor Duarte seconded a motion to enter into Executive 
Session to include HR Manager Lorry Scheetz, Chief Nick Delia and Candidate Scott Swift to 
discuss REFERRAL ITEM # 302.  Motion carried. 
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Executive Session commenced at 7:44 p.m. 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to exit Executive Session.   
Motion carried. 
Executive Session ended at 7:56 p.m. 
 

III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION   
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Galbraith seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 
302 to the Mayor and Council meeting of September 2, 2008.  Motion carried.  
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 306 DISCUSSION AND REVIEW OF BUILDING AND 
FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
Mayor Popp went over the conceptual proposed plan for the parking lot, front entrance and 
addition of an elevator. He said that they would like to be able to move forward to get cost 
estimates. He said Sue Blanchette, IT General Manager, Paul Yatko, Director of Groton Utilities, 
and Dave Lee, President COO, Thames Valley Communications were there to answer questions 
for the Councilors. 
There was considerable discussion on the need for more office space and to expand TVC 
operations.  The conceptual plans provided for the Councilors outlined the proposed plan for 
immediate and critical needs. There were concerns that the size of the auditorium would be 
compromised for community use if offices were created along the west wall. There was discussion 
as to why it was not an option to build up and create a 2nd story for offices and conference rooms 
and if a structural study had ever been done.  
IT General Manger Sue Blanchette said that such a study had been done and due to the wet 
grounds it was cost prohibitive. 
Councilor Street asked if building new had been considered. 
Mayor Popp said that if a new building is constructed then there is the possibility of parking lots 
having to extend into Washington Park and possibly lose recreational area. 
Councilor Galbraith was not in favor of reducing the useable size of the auditorium to create 
office space. 
There was discussion on how often and by whom the auditorium was used. 
There was discussion regarding the critical need to expand TVC operations.  TVC has grown 
significantly and in order to continue expansion additional space is needed. 
There was continued discussion on how the building no longer meets the needs of all the 
departments currently housed here. 
There was discussion on the possibility of moving to Colonel Ledyard School but the Town of 
Groton has not made any decisions regarding future use of the closed school buildings.   
Mayor Popp said the office space and expansion of TVC are the most critical and the proposed 
front of the building changes are to be determined later. 
There was more discussion regarding utilizing the basement for additional space.  Due to issues 
with the sprinkler system and zoning regulations they have not been able to expand as desired.  
This will be a project for later exploration. 
Discussion continued on whether or not downsizing the auditorium is the answer.  
Councilor Duffy asked if alternatives could be explored. 
Mayor Popp said that this has been in the making for more than 10 years by different architects.   
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Deputy Mayor Duarte said this proposal is only the latest of several and due to the block walls  
there is limited flexibility for creating new spaces.  
Councilor Duffy thanked Deputy Mayor Duarte for the additional information.  She was not aware  
that other plans had been looked at over the years. 
There was discussion of moving the Police Department to another building and utilizing their 
current space for storage and offices. 
Mayor Popp suggested that the Council may want to create a policy for use of the auditorium in 
order to determine how much space is needed.   
Councilor Duffy asked what the next step would be if this item was moved forward. 
Mayor Popp said all that would be done is to ask for cost estimates from the architect along with a 
design, this information would then come to the Council for approval.  He said they would then 
have to put the project out to bid for construction.   
There was discussion on what the most critical aspects of the proposal are and how to move them 
forward. 
Councilor Hale said he was not necessarily in favor of downsizing the auditorium but he is in 
favor of addressing the most critical needs. 
Councilor Poppe is in favor of the expansion of TVC. 
Councilor Galbraith said she would like more information even though she is not in full support of 
the project. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


