
CITY OF GROTON 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2006 

 
  MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
  COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  7:30 PM 
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. 

I.  ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Michael Street, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and City Clerk 
Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Finance Director Tony Timpano. 
 
REFERRAL ITEM # 223 APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF LINDSAY A. CUTILLO, 
7 GRAND STREET, NIANTIC, CONNECTICUT, AS A PROBATIONARY POLICE  
OFFICER GRADE “D”, IN THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE  

  DEPARTMENT, WAIVE THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT AND  
  THAT THE APPOINTMENT BE EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 5, 2006 
 
Police Chief Guilini, HR Specialist Heidi Comeau and Ms. Cutillo addressed the Council. 
Chief Guilini said he was pleased to present Ms. Cutillo as a candidate for hire.  He said she has 
worked hard for this endeavor.  Ms. Cutillo’s father is a Supernumerary Police Officer in East 
Lyme and she has participated in programs associated with law enforcement for several years. 
Ms. Comeau said that 21 applicants were interviewed and Ms. Cutillo was a top candidate from 
the very beginning of the process.  She went on to say that she impressed the members of the oral 
boards and tested quite well throughout the hiring process. 
Ms. Cutillo said she is 22 years old, a graduate of East Lyme High School and has an Associates 
Degree in Criminal Justice from Three Rivers.  She played 3 sports while at East Lyme High 
School.  She said she was active in the Police Explorers program in East Lyme until she turned 21.  
She was actively involved in learning police procedures and attended the weeklong Police 
Explorer Academy.  She did  ride-a-longs with the State Police.  She said that her decision to 
apply to the City of Groton Police Department was based on a number of factors including the 
diversity of the community and the possibility of career advancement. 
Councilor Hale said that the City of Groton is indeed a diverse community and feels that a 
proactive approach to law enforcement will gain good results with the youth in our community.  
He asked how she felt about working with youth. 
She said she agreed that working with youth to guide them before they get on a path to problems 
later in life will garner greater results. 
Councilor Galbraith asked what experience she has working with a diverse population. 
Ms. Cutillo said while she does not have a great deal of experience working with a diverse 
population she is anxious to learn from her peers and is confident that she will be able to 
contribute to the Police Department with her knowledge and enthusiasm for law enforcement. 
Councilor Street encouraged Ms. Cutillo to ask questions of  her peers and superiors who have the 
experience that will guide her to a successful career in the City of Groton Police Department.   
Councilor Poppe asked what led her to the City of Groton Police Department over others who may 
have been hiring. 
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Ms. Cutillo said that she had heard many good things about the community and the Police 
Department in general and thought she would be a good fit here.  She said that the opportunity for 
future advancement was also a factor. 
There was further discussion regarding doing well by the community and how it will ultimately 
reward you both personally and professionally. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte asked which sports she played in high school and if she spoke a foreign 
language. 
She said she played soccer, basketball and softball and studied Spanish in high school but does not 
consider herself fluent. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Poppe seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM # 223  
to the December 4, 2006 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

  REFERRAL ITEM # 224 INITIALLY APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 
FEES FOR THE PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS BY THE CITY OF GROTON 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS”  
 
Councilor Duffy reported that City Planner, Barbara Goodrich attended the Group I Finance  
Committee meeting and provided them with ample documentation to assess the need for increased 
fees to offset the costs associated with applications that come before the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  It was the consensus of the Council that Ms. 
Goodrich had provided them with all the documentation needed to make an informed decision. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM # 224 to the December 4, 2006 Mayor and Council meeting.   
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
REFERRAL ITEM # 225 INITIALLY APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO APPROVE INCREASES TO RETIREES 

  PENSIONS OF THOSE WHO RETIRED IN 2003” AS RECOMMENDED  
 BY THE CITY OF GROTON RETIREMENT BOARD  
 
Mayor Popp said that this is the same issue that is revisited each year. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM 
# 225 to the December 4, 2006 Mayor and Council meeting.    
 
Councilor Duffy had some questions and asked if more information could be provided before the 
next meeting. 
Mayor Popp said he would get the information out to the Council prior to the next scheduled 
meeting. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 226 APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
TO RETAIN HOOKER AND HOLCOMBE, INCORPORATED, 65 LASALLE 

 ROAD, WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT TO PROVIDE CONSULTING  
 SERVICES AND MONITOR THE CITY OF GROTON PENSION PLAN  
 DURING A ONE (1) YEAR TRANSITION TO WACHOVIA 
 SECURITIES, LLC AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY OF GROTON 
 RETIREMENT BOARD   
 
Mayor Popp reported that the Retirement Board would like to retain their services for up to 1 year 
to consult with on an as needed basis. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Street seconded a motion to move REFERRAL 
ITEM# 226 to the December 4, 2006 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
  
REFERRAL ITEM # 227 INITIALLY APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE APPROVING 
COMPENSATION TO FULL TIME MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES WHO ARE 
RESERVISTS OR IN THE NATIONAL GUARD AND ARE CALLED TO ACTIVE 
DUTY”  
 
Councilor Duffy reported that the Group I Finance Committee had met several times to revise the 
language of the existing ordinance to better serve our employees who have been called for active 
duty.  They did not feel that the existing ordinance adequately covered the possibility of extended 
deployments or the crisis the United States is now involved in.  Councilor Duffy said a thorough 
review of policies here in the City of Groton and in other communities as well as USERRA 
guidelines all provided them with the starting point for the language changes.  She stated that the 
assistance they received from HR, the Mayor’s office and Groton Utilities was most helpful. 
There was some discussion regarding whether this would cover the 2 weeks of annual 
commitment. 
Councilor Duffy said it would not. 
There was discussion regarding the term “basic pay”. 
Councilor Galbraith said the term is used by the military and the amount is determined by the 
persons rank.  She said the forms are available from the military to properly document the rate of 
pay. 
Councilor Poppe said that it was apparent that the Finance Committee worked hard on this. 
Councilor Hale stated that as a military community they felt it was important that we show we 
support our people in uniform and our employees. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Galbraith seconded a motion to move REFERRAL ITEM #  
227 to the December 4, 2006 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Popp reminded the Councilors of the volunteer’s recognition dinner this coming Thursday 
evening, the White Lights Parade on Saturday and he announced that the Harbor Management 
Plan has been approved.  He said it has been nearly 12 years in the making. 
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II. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   
None. 

 
III. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

None. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Poppe seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


