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                            MINUTES 
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 CITY MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 6:00 PM 

Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Michael Street and City Clerk Debra Patrick.  Excused: Treasurer 
Terrence O’Hanlon. 

 Mayor Harry Watson, Councilors Peter Bartinik, Jr., Heather Sherman-Bond, Katherine Kolnaski, 
Frank O’Beirne, John Scott and James Streeter.  Excused: Councilors Paulann Sheets and Elissa 
Wright. 

            Also in attendance: Town Manager Mark Oefinger, Assistant Town Manager Lee Vincent, Town 
Police Chief Kelly Fogg and City Police Chief Bruno Giulini.    

 
Mayor Popp welcomed everyone and asked Chief Giulini and Chief Fogg to begin with an update on 
the Groton Drug Task Force. 
  

II. ITEMS 
 

ITEM # 1 Groton Drug Task Force  
 
Chief Giulini began by stating that the task force was initiated in 2003.   He went on to say that there 
have been periods of time due to budget constraints or personnel issues when they have not been able 
to utilize the collaboration.  He reported that since 2003 they have seized drugs, vehicles and cash.  
He said the amount of cash seized was $28,649.00.  Chief Giulini feels that the program in beneficial 
to the community and sees that is does make a difference.  He said that the Town of Stonington 
would be joining the task force in July. 
Councilor Hale asked if the cash stays in the community once it is confiscated? 
Chief Fogg said that a percentage of it stays here. 
Chief Fogg commented that when dealers and their drugs are pushed from one community they often 
move on to another and working in tandem with other towns helps to keep the crime that is 
associated with drugs such as purse snatchings and shoplifting from escalating. The task force can 
concentrate on eliminating these crimes by building relationships with those in the community who 
may be able to provide information.  He said that the efforts of the task force helps to improve the 
quality of life of the residents when they are successful in an investigation.  He said that the officers 
on the task force have  
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received extensive training and do a great job.   In recent arrests guns and a bullet proof vest have 
been seized.  There have been semi- automatic weapons as well as revolvers.  
Councilor Scott asked if there is a “drug of choice” that they see more often than not.  
Chief Fogg said that marijuana is most often seen but they also see crack cocaine, cocaine and most 
recently methamphetamine. 
Councilor Streeter asked if they ever work with the State Wide Task Force. 
Chief Giulini said that if the local law enforcement requested assistance or information it would 
certainly be extended to them and that cooperation would be extended to the State Task Force as 
well.  He went on to say that most of the work the State does is in the larger cities where the drug 
trafficking and crime are more prevalent.   
Chief Fogg said that the State has limited resources and they are working to get the “bigger fish”.     
Councilor Bond asked if community policing was a useful tool to educate the residents about crime 
and drug activity in their neighborhoods and did they advocate neighborhood watch groups. 
Chief Fogg said that neighborhood watch groups are sometimes formed as a direct result of an 
incident and once the situation has been handled by law enforcement the interest in the watch group 
wanes to some extent.  He does feel that neighborhood watch groups can be very beneficial and the 
Police Department is willing to work with them. 
Councilor Bond asked if additional funding for community policing would be more beneficial to 
educate the public. 
Mayor Popp said that the Community Police Sub-Station in Branford Manor has worked out well and 
the officers have run several educational programs for the residents.  He went on to say that the 
Building Bridges program has also been an asset to the community at large.   
Mayor Watson asked if the Police dogs in the Town are ever used in the City. 
Chief Fogg and Chief Giulini both said the dogs are used in the Town and the City when needed and 
are a very valuable tool in drug investigations. 
Councilor Scott said that it is his understanding that the community policing in Navy housing and 
Poquonnock Bridge have had success and asked if it would be helpful to other areas in town as well. 
Chief Fogg agreed and said it was a more proactive approach to Police work. 
Mayor Popp thanked Chief Fogg and Giulini for coming. 

 
   ITEM # 2 Groton Utilities Watershed Protection Issues 
 

Mayor Popp said that this is a program with the Department of Public Health to protect source water.    
He said there have been meetings with Federal EPA, State DPH and DEP as well as all the 
surrounding towns to formulate a plan in Groton that can be used as a model statewide.  The DPH 
has been successful in getting a grant for $200,000.00 over 2 years to develop the plan and move it 
out to other towns.   He said the work with the Marriott and Pequot Health Center to capture the 
storm runoff on site and filter it before it is allowed to flow to the reservoir has been successful. 
Councilor O’Beirne asked if this would tighten up rules of existing Water Resource Protection 
District zones. 
Mayor Popp said it may come out of that. 
Mr. Oefinger said they are taking a much more proactive approach and it remains to be seen how 
much effect it will have.  It is unclear how involved DEP or OPM will be. 
Councilor O’Beirne asked what impact existing businesses would have. 
Mr. Oefinfer said that is something that may have to be addressed through zoning. 
Councilor Kolnaski asked if Ledge Light Health District has been involved at all. 
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Mr. Oefinger and Mayor Popp said they have not seen them at any meetings yet.   
Councilor Streeter asked if there was a way to identify a possible threat by a company to the water 
supply. 
Mr. Oefinger said that they do have an idea on where some problems may exist however sometimes 
it is impossible to identify a problem until it happens.  He went on to say that plans have been 
approved regarding enforcement. 
 
Mayor Popp reported that the pipeline under the Thames River has been completed and water should 
begin flowing mid July. 
 
ITEM # 3 Fort Griswold 
He said that they should be breaking ground soon to build the restrooms.  He reported that the State 
has hired an engineering firm to determine what is causing mortar and bricks in the Monument to 
crumble.  It is approximately 14” out of plum and they are looking into what is causing it to shift.  He 
said that State Representative Ted Moukawsher is looking into obtaining $400,000.00 in funding to 
repair the Monument. 
 
ITEM # 4 225TH Anniversary of the Battle of Groton Heights   
Deputy Mayor Duarte reported that the plans are coming along nicely and that they have a full 
compliment of Colonials committed to the re-enactment.  They are hoping to have as accurate a 
number of troops for the battle as possible.  They are securing a grant to fund the water taxis that will 
bring the troops across the water following the symbolic burning of New London.  The troops will 
march from Fort Trumbull to the City pier to the boats.   
Councilor Scott asked when the next meeting would be taking place so that he might attend.  
There was some discussion on the impact weather will have on attendance and how much advertising 
and promotion there would be for the event.  Mystic Coast & Country is doing a great deal of 
advertising. 
Councilor Streeter asked if they would be adequately prepared for large crowds of visitors. 
Mayor Popp said that the parking lots at Electric Boat would be made available for parking and water 
shuttles will be utilized to bring visitors across the river. 
Councilor Duffy asked if there would be a lot of street vendors. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte said there would be some period vendors and there would be some others if 
they apply for permits. 
Councilor Galbraith asked if there would be a specified vantage point for viewing the re-enactment. 
Mayor Popp aid they are trying to secure bleachers. 
There was discussion on the many activities associated with the weekend of events.  There is a full 
slate of activities for Saturday, Sunday and Monday, September 2nd – 4th. 

 
ITEM # 5 School Projects Update  
Town Manger Oefinger distributed an outline of the construction bids dates, public presentations, 
neighborhood meetings and groundbreaking celebrations.  This handout is available at the City 
Clerk’s office. 
Councilor Duffy asked about the construction schedule at the high school.  
Mr. Oefinger said that there would be some work but not the full specter they had planned.  They 
cannot begin sending out some of the bid specs without approval from the State Traffic Commission 
since the high school is on a State road. 
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Councilor Galbraith asked how the delay would impact the budget for the construction.   
Mr. Oefinger said that it will have an impact but they can’t determine that until they get started.  He 
said there is a some prep work that has to be started before the construction can begin. 
 
Mr. Oefinger and Councilor Bartinik left at 6:58 p.m. 
 
Mayor Popp asked about the status of the design and engineering project for Thames Street. He said 
there are numerous problems with the retaining walls and they have all been identified and rated. 
Mayor Watson said they would look into it to see if there is a referral and it should be on the agenda 
in 2 weeks if it isn’t already. 
Mayor Popp said it would be a minimum of 5 million dollars plus the costs of design. 
Councilor Kolnaski asked if the Highway Department could do any repairs. 
Mayor Popp said he wasn’t sure but they would look at it. 
Discussion on whether the design can be funded but that the construction will have to be bonded. 
Councilor Duffy asked if the sewer relining would have an impact on this. 
Mayor Popp said it would not. 
Councilor Kolnaski asked if grants might be available. 
Mayor Popp said there might be some available through Economic Development.  
 
Mayor Watson asked to set the next meeting for Tuesday, August 8, 2006 at the Town Hall Annex at 
6:00 p.m. 
Mayor Popp thanked all participants for coming. 

  
III. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 
 

IV. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 

  
V. ADJOURNMENT   

 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Poppe seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Watson and the members of the Town Council agreed by consensus to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 7:08 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City clerk 


