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Mayor Galbraith called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors Keith 
Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Amy Moncy, William Jervis and City Clerk Debra 
Patrick. 
Excused: Councilor David Hale, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and Finance 
Director Michael Hillsberg. 
 
Mayor Galbraith announced the purpose of the public hearing is to solicit 
comments on the proposed changes to the charter from the qualified electors. She 
requested speakers go to the podium and keep their comments to 3 minutes. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

J. D. Edwards, 106 Morse Avenue said he had a couple of questions.  He thanked 
the commission for their work on the charter and the Council for the open forum 
to discuss it. He said he had questions with regard to Article VI, Section 3c.  He 
said it reads that if the residents voted down the budget it would still pass. 
Mayor Galbraith said that would only happen if less than 5% of the residents 
attend the meeting to vote on the budget.  
Deputy Mayor Duffy said Section 3b outlines that. 
Mr. Edwards thanked them for the clarification. 
Mr. Edwards had some questions regarding a discipline clause in Article X, 
Section 6 for Fire Department personnel. He wanted to know why only the Fire 
and Police Departments would be subject to this and not other departments. He 
said they already have a process in place for this. 
Mayor Galbraith said the Police Department would have the same language as 
well, however, the City Labor Attorney has already advised them that any 
language in the contract regarding discipline would supersede the charter.  
Mayor Galbraith said this was something that would be discussed at the meeting 
following the public hearing and there are some language changes they will 
recommend to the commission for both the Fire and Police Departments based on 
recommendations from the City Labor Attorney.  
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Mayor Galbraith asked if anyone else wished to speak. 
 
Rob Zuliani, 23 Cushman Street said he was the Co-Chair of the Charter Revision 
Commission.  He said Chairperson Shirley Dunbar-Rose did a great job as did the 
commission as a whole. He said he was pleased with the collective work to bring 
the charter to the current needs of the City.  
Mayor Galbraith thanked the commission, in particular the chair and co-chair who  
spent countless hours cleaning up the document. She said they met with her and  
the City Attorney and came up with some suggestions for any concerns that were 
brought forward. She went on to say the process had been very inclusive. 
She asked if there were any others who wished to speak. 
 
Jan Kepner, 372 Meridian Street Ext. asked when the vote would take place. 
Mayor Galbraith said it would be on the November ballot, the last time there was 
a Charter Revision question on the ballot not enough voters came out. They felt 
the November election would get the required number of voters.  
Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if there would be printed copies of the revisions. 
Mayor Galbraith said it would be printed in the newspaper, posted on the web site 
and copies would available for the public here at the municipal building.  
 

III. ADJOURNMENT 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to adjourn.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:12 p.m.  
 
ATTEST: 
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Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


