
CITY OF GROTON 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 2012 

       

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

        7:00 P.M. 

  

 Chair Dunbar-Rose opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. and asked D. Patrick to 

read the legal ad as it appeared in the May 1, 2012 edition of The Day newspaper. 

 

1. ROLL CALL  

Members present: Chairperson Shirley Dunbar Rose, Andrew Lavery, Robert 

Zuliani, Mary Kelley, William Blaisdell, Peter Berns and Frank Jennette. 

Staff: 

D. Patrick  

 Absent: Gina Fafard and Lisa Luck. 

Chair Dunbar-Rose went over the summary of the revisions to the current Charter 

in the proposed Charter by each Article. She explained the reasons behind some 

of the revisions. 

R. Zuliani asked if the table of contents was new or is this from the previously 

proposed Charter. He said the page numbers do not correspond to the proposed 

Charter they are working with. 

S. Dunbar-Rose said the table of contents is from the current Charter since that is 

the document they are revising.  Once the revisions have been approved by the 

council and the City Attorney a new table of contents would be added. 

S. Dunbar-Rose asked if anyone wished to speak and asked them to step to the 

podium. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road thanked the members for including the 

City Council in the budget process but questioned whether it was financially 

prudent to have to publish the budget summary twice in the newspaper due to the 

substantial costs for legal ads. She suggested not printing it until it has been 

approved by the Council to send to the Annual Budget meeting. She suggested 

having copies of the summary available to the public.  

S. Dunbar-Rose said they hadn’t considered the costs but the members would 

look at it again. 

M. Galbraith asked if this will now go to the City Attorney. 

S. Dunbar-Rose said after the Council has reviewed it and submitted any 

recommendations. 

There was discussion whether there should be a legal ad for the Councilor’s 

Public Hearing. 

There was discussion that the Town of Groton puts a notice on their web site.  

There was further discussion that posting the summary on the web site might be 

sufficient. 



There was a discussion on the definition of Freemen.  

S. Dunbar-Rose said the term Freemen wasn’t used as extensively in the proposed 

Charter as Electors or Qualified Voters. She said they could include Freemen in 

the definition page. 

Chair Dunbar-Rose asked if there were any others who wished to speak.  

 

3. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no additional speakers Chair Dunbar-Rose closed the public hearing 

at 7:15 p.m. 


