
 

 

CITY OF GROTON 
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 
      WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2011 
      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
      7:00 P.M. 
 
 Chairperson Dunbar-Rose called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

1. ROLL CALL: Lisa Luck, Andrew Lavery, Rob Zuliani, Gina Fafard, Mary Kelly, 
Frank Jennette, Peter Bern, Bill Blaisdell and Shirleyann Dunbar-Rose. 
Each member introduced themselves and spoke a little about their education, 
community involvement and career past and present. 

 
 
2. NEW BUSINESS: ELECT SECRETARY AND SET SCHEDULE OF 

MEETINGS 
Chairperson Rose asked for a motion for a Secretary. 
G. Fafard moved B. Blaisdell seconded a motion for L. Luck to sit as Secretary.  
Motion carried 
City Clerk D. Patrick will provide administrative support and all meetings will be 
recorded. 
After some discussion the meeting schedule was set as the 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. with additional meetings to be scheduled as needed. 
A Public Hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, August 24, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. with 
a commission meeting to follow the closing of the public hearing. 
 
Mayor Marian Galbraith welcomed the members and thanked them for their 
willingness to serve on the commission.  She said the day to day operations of 
government and the City have changed dramatically since the last revision in 
1987 and feels that the Charter should reflect that. She went over a few sections of 
the Charter that in her opinion should be looked at. 
Article III-language changes 
Article IV Section 3, percentage of voters required at meetings to change the 
budget. 
She would like them to review the role of the Council on the budget.  She believes 
the Council should be more involved in the budget process 
She would like them to look at the Department Heads descriptions and make 
changes where a position is no longer pertinent, Health department is a good 
example, or expand on a position that is not currently outlined, the City Planner is 
a good example.  
She would like them to consider a Code of Ethics. She said it is up to them to 
decide what the changes should be to any part of the Charter and her suggestions 
are just that, suggestions. 
There were some questions regarding the current Charter and at what point could 
they request information from the City Attorney or Department Heads. 



 

 

 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose said all requests to speak to the City Attorney or a 
Department Head should come through her and she will contact the Mayor’s 
office to set that up.  
R. Zuliani said he felt all communications to the public should come from the 
Chairperson. 
There was further discussion on the proposed revision in 2001-2002 and whether 
there was a document to work with to compare to the current Charter and minutes 
from the 2001-2002 commission. 
Clerk Patrick said she would provide them with what she has. 
G. Fafard asked if they would form sub-committees to work on sections. 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose said that does come into play as they begin the 
substantive work. 

 
3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS COMMISSION 

None. 
 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
L. Luck moved M. Kelly seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________ 
Lisa Luck 
 
 
 

 
 


