
BOZRAH UTILITIES COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
on 

Proposed Revisions 
to the 

Existing Electric Rate Schedules 
 

January 17, 2018 
1. Call Public Hearing to Order 
 

The Public Hearing was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Keith Hedrick. 
 

 Attending the Public Hearing were:  Chairperson Hedrick, Commissioners Adelman, Barber, Duarte, Dunbar-
Rose, Scully, Tanger, and Winslow; Director of Utilities Gaudet, General Manager-Utility Finance Collard, 
and Executive Administrator Damm. 
 

2. Statement of Notice of Public Hearing Published December 18, 2017 in The Bulletin of Norwich 
 

Chairperson Hedrick noted for the record that the legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The 
Bulletin of Norwich on December 18, 2017. 

 
3. Summary of: 
 
 Rationale for Proposed Revisions to the Existing Electric Rate Schedules 
 

General Manager Collard stated Bozrah Light and Power Company hired Utility Financial Solutions to conduct 
a cost of service study, and the results of that study were presented to the Bozrah Utilities Commission on 
October 25, 2017.  The study identified the need for an increase and the Commission directed Management to 
prepare proposed rate schedules to include a 3% increase.  Mr. Mark Beauchamp of Utility Financial Solutions 
presented the proposed rate schedules at a special Commission meeting held on December 12, 2017. 
 

4. Receipt of Public Comments on Proposed Revisions to the Existing Electric Rate Schedules  
 
 A. Acknowledge Correspondence for the Record 
 

Chairperson Hedrick acknowledged receipt of one (1) correspondence received by Commissioner Winslow 
from Mr. Raymond C. Barber, 25 Goshen Road, Bozrah.  The correspondence was read aloud for the record 
and a copy of the correspondence is on file. 

 
 B. Public Comments from the Audience 
 

Chairperson Hedrick called for public comments on the proposed revisions to the Existing Electric Rate 
Schedules. 
 
Ms. Mary Jane Malone, 3 Bozrah Street, Bozrah addressed the Commission.  Ms. Malone asked why she 
received notice in July of an increase in the power bill and why the Commission was proposed increasing the 
rates again.  
 
Mr. John Golkowske, 3 Bozrah Street, Bozrah addressed the Commission.  Mr. Golkowske stated he felt the 
proposed increase was excessive.  He also asked if the public would be voting on the increase. 
 
General Manager Collard replied the increase in July was a purchase power adjustment and no monies were 
retained from that adjustment by Bozrah Light and Power Company.  The adjustment was made to level the 



purchased power costs so customer bills do not fluctuate each month due to fluctuating costs of purchased 
power.  The proposed increases are to restore deficiencies in the cash account and to account for the cost of 
operating the company.  Additionally, the increase will help build capital in order to allow Bozrah Light and 
Power to continue to provide the quality service it does.  General Manager Collard also stated there has been 
no increase in Bozrah rates for over ten (10) years. 
 
Chairperson Hedrick noted Bozrah has been very lean for many years, and the cost of service study took into 
account the actual costs required to supply power to Bozrah customers.  Groton Utilities is proposing increasing 
its rates as well, but has had incremental increases over the years while Bozrah has not.  Additionally, upon 
considering all public comments the Commission, not the public, would vote on the proposed increase. 
 
Chairperson Hedrick asked if the public’s questions had been answered.  Both commenters responded they had 
been. 

 
5. Adjournment 
 

There being no further questions or comments, at 6:16 p.m., Commissioner Barber moved, Commissioner 
Winslow seconded that the Public Hearing be closed.  Meeting adjourned. 

 
   Attest: 
 
 
   Paul A. Duarte 
   Clerk 


