
 

 

CITY OF GROTON 

BEACH & PARKS COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC INPUT MEETING MINUTES 

                                     January 08, 2014 

Started at 6:04 p.m. 

Present: Karen Griswold, Scott Nadeau, Gail Kelly, Linda Schneider, Mary Pratt, Alfred Restivo, Edith Williams, 

Mary Hill, Andrew Illvento 

 

After Committee Members introduced themselves, 10 people from the public spoke. 

1) Gretchen Gauthier, 166 Tyler Ave, Groton 

Thanked Mary Hill and committee on the great work restoring Eastern Point Beach after Super Storm 

Sandy. Town of Groton said they are striving to be a more navy friendly town. Would the committee 

consider giving any navy family that is a resident of the City, a free beach pass or a senior fee beach 

pass? If a town resident, can they pay the city fee? So that we can be more navy friendly. 

 

2) Barbara Frucht, 300 Brandegee Ave, Groton 

Her beach group is extremely pleased with beach up keep and how it is run. Question: What is the 

difference between the duties of life guards and the beach supervisor? Should a life guard have to 

police the unloading zone? Smoking should be further away than located by the bike rack. Maybe add 

to yellow sheets that are handed out with passes what the actual duties of each position are? Feels 

that life guards are being distracted from important lifesaving tasks by being asked to do other duties 

not in their job description. 

Would like to see enforcement of loading and unloading zones, move signs out where they can see 

them. 

 

Restivo commented that smoking might be going away. There was an ordinance with the City Council 

passed in June that eliminates it entirely from the beach. Education about this ordinance will be set up, 

possibly with flyers.  

Hill stated that the ordinance also talks about designated areas, which we currently have assigned for 

smoking. 

 

3) Susan Godley, 132 Tyler Ave, Groton 

She lives in walking distance of the beach and would like to walk her dog on a leash on property when 

there are not people on the beach. Would like to walk the perimeter of the beach with her dog. 

 

Restivo stated reasons such as pollution, there being a playground, a history of people not cleaning up 

after their dogs and this rule has been in effect for many years. 

 



 

 

4) Bernadette Kunkemoeller, 218 Shore Ave, Groton 

Requesting wrist bands return as they were the year prior to 2013. Would like wrist bands for visiting 

children/grandchildren, of the resident who has a beach pass, to be able to walk in to the beach on 

their own. Willing to pay money for the wrist bands. 

Does not want to have to drive children into the beach or walk in with them. 

 

Hill stated that the wrist bands didn’t disappear last year as stated. Wrist bands are intended for city 

youth ages 7-17, to be used in lieu of showing another form of ID, not to be used as guest passes.  

Beach pass holders are responsible for accompanying guests onto the property.  

Godley asked for clarification. Wristbands are available for city youth ages 7-17? Hill answered, yes, 

just like last summer.  

 

5) Cheryl Auerbach – 138 Shore Ave, Groton 

Would also like guest wrist bands. Suggested taking a picture of their license on their phone, an 

alternative sticker, or call down to the entrance booth to say they have 3 guests coming down today. 

Doesn’t like the wrist band. 

 

Frucht asked: According to the current rules, aren’t residents supposed to accompany your guest if 

walking in?  Hill answered yes.  

 

6) Nancy DeMarinis – 898 Shennecosssett Rd, Groton 

Clock in Zbierski house window is gone! Please replace it. Hill answered that the new windows have no 

latch from which to hang it from. 

Also, she is afraid that someone will come out of the first entrance and hit child. Would like something 

there to make the traffic stop. Hill clarified, By the stop sign?  

DeMarinis said they used to have someone volunteer to monitor this stop, maybe we can find 

someone again? 

 

7) Fred Allen – 898 Shennecossett Rd, Groton 

Urge replacing the raft, reason is for the recreation value and value in teaching swimming. He feels the 

raft is very important. 

 

Restivo stated the raft has been gone a long time and has issues associated with its use. 

Hill stated reasons: our tidal floor changes, depth be at least 7 feet at all times and at low tide it is not 

that deep, entanglements with youth swimming under raft, hidden hazards when diving off raft, we 

will need a survey as landscape has changed, insurance requires that with a surface dive a life guards 

needs to be able to see clear through the water, and we would need 3 life guards the minute someone 

is at the raft and this limits coverage at the shore. 

Hill is continuing her extensive research and repeated that times have changed especially dealing with 

insurance and litigation. 

 

8) Deb Patrick, 8 Mellow Ave, Groton 

Would like the Committee to consider allowing city employees, regardless of residence, to buy a beach 



 

 

pass at the city resident rate. Please consider this as it has been done in the past. 

 

9) Marion Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Rd, Groton 

Guest rules should be applicable to all residents not just the ones that live near the beach. Rules apply 

to all.  

Friends of the Zbierski House is trying to restore the Zbierski House to what it was once was, not 

exterior, as that is already in progress, but the upstairs floors of the house so it can host special events 

and eventually earn its keep. They know renovation costs are always more than you expect. She is 

asking the council and the committee’s input to consider allowing events to have alcohol on site. It 

would have to be tightly regulated. Ex: Branford house allows alcohol with bartenders, insurance, 

being closely monitored.  Would like to know what kinds of things the committee would want in place 

for them to consider putting this change in place. 

 

10) Mark Whalen, 20 Hillside Ave, Groton 

He is part of the friends of the Zbierski house. They have been established for a year now and are holding 

fundraising events. They want to restore all floors of the house and they are promoting the friends with a Face 

Book page and new products such as a beautiful magnet for a $25 donation. Friends of the Zbierski House 

along with Mary Hill are planning a grand reopening of the Zbierski house scheduled in May with different 

vendors inside and outside the house holding a plant sale, art show and other things. Please join the group. 

February 12th at 5:30 in C8 is their next meeting. Please spread the word. 

 

Special meeting is scheduled for Beach and Parks Committee on January 23rd.   

 

Adjourned at 6:41 PM. 

 

Submitted by, Valerie Koschmieder 

 

 


