
CITY OF GROTON 

SPECIAL FREEMAN’S MEETING 

MINUTES 

MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2017 

 

             
           MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

         7:00 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and presided. 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

City Clerk Patrick read the call of the meeting and warning to electors. 

 

“RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $42,097,000 FOR WATER TREATMENT FACILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING $42,097,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET 

SAID APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE SHALL BE AMENDED BY 

INCREASING EACH OF THE APPROPRIATION AND BOND AUTHORIZATION 

THEREIN TO $54,000,000” 

1. To receive a communication from the Mayor and Council with respect to the proposed 

resolution entitled “A Resolution Appropriating $42,097,000 For Water Treatment Facility 

Improvements And Authorizing $42,097,000 Bonds Of The City To Meet Said Appropriation And 

Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such Purpose Shall Be 

Amended By Increasing Each Of The Appropriation And Bond Authorization Therein To 

$54,000,000”. 

 

2. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled “A Resolution Appropriating $42,097,000 For 

Water Treatment Facility Improvements And Authorizing $42,097,000 Bonds Of The City To Meet 

Said Appropriation And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For 

Such Purpose Shall Be Amended By Increasing Each Of The Appropriation And Bond 

Authorization Therein To $54,000,000”. 

 

3. To take action on any other business which may legally come before said meeting. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens of the City of 

Groton approve the subject resolution. 

 

       Marian Galbraith, Mayor 
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R-17-4-62 RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $42,097,000 FOR WATER 

TREATMENT FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING 

$42,097,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION 

AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE SHALL BE 

AMENDED BY INCREASING EACH OF THE APPROPRIATION AND 

BOND AUTHORIZATION THEREIN TO $54,000,000 
 

 Section 1. Section 1 of the resolution entitled “Resolution Appropriating $42,097,000 For 

Water Treatment Facility Improvements And Authorizing $42,097,000 Bonds Of The City To Meet Said 

Appropriation And Pending The Issuance Thereof The Making Of Temporary Borrowings For Such 

Purpose” finally approved at a Special City Meeting (Freeman’s Meeting) on March 16, 2015 (the 

“Resolution”) is hereby amended by increasing the appropriation by the amount of $11,903,000 from 

$42,097,000 to $54,000,000, thereby making said Section 1 read as follows: 

 

 “Section 1. The sum of $54,000,000 is appropriated for the following 

water treatment facility improvements, including but not limited to, the 

planning, design, acquisition and construction of improvements and 

modifications to the low lift pumping station and rapid mix process, 

clarification upgrades, deep bed GAC filtration and manganese adsorption 

filters, new intermediate and high lift pumping, finished water storage tank, 

residuals management, chemical feed system upgrades, new yard piping, 

safety upgrades, automation, electrical upgrades including but not limited to 

generation facilities, and building envelope and building systems 

improvements including architectural, structural, mechanical/HVAC, and 

electrical, and for administrative, printing, legal, and financing costs related 

thereto (collectively, the “Project”).” 

 

Section 2. Section 2 of the Resolution is hereby amended by increasing the amount of the bond 

authorization therein by $11,903,000 from $42,097,000 to $54,000,000, thereby making the first sentence of 

said section read as follows: 

“Section 2. To meet said appropriation, $54,000,000 bonds of the City 

or so much thereof as shall be necessary for such purpose, shall be issued, 

maturing not later than the maximum maturity permitted by the General 

Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended from time to time 

(the “Connecticut General Statutes”).” 

 

Section 3. Section 5 of the Resolution shall be applicable to the appropriation and bond 

authorization added by this amending resolution, as of the date of the adoption of this amending resolution. 

 

 Section 4. This resolution shall take effect upon its approval at a duly warned and held Special 

City Meeting (Freeman's Meeting). 

 

 Section 5. All other provisions of the Resolution, except as amended herein, shall remain in 

full force and effect. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens approve 

appropriating $42,097,000 for Water Treatment Facility Improvements and authorizing 

$42,097,000 bonds of the city to meet said appropriation and pending the issuance thereof the 

making of temporary borrowings for such purpose shall be amended by increasing each of the 

appropriation and bond authorization therein to $54,000,000. 

 

Mayor Galbraith read the resolution and asked for a motion from the floor. 

 

Kevin Trejo, 536 Shennecossett Road moved David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue seconded a motion 

to approve R-17-4-62. 

 

Rick Stevens, Manager, GU Water Division went over the bids noting the low bidder was RH 

White Construction at $43.9 million with all the other bids coming within 5%.  The costs for the 

engineering management during construction is $4.2 million with a 10% contingency of $5.9 

million bringing the project to $54 million. The funding is a low interest loan through the State 

Revolving Loan Fund and will be repaid with rate payer funds. He said the GU employees here 

tonight to go over some of the components of the plan are here on their own time. 

Paul Hyatt, Work Leader, GU Water Division went over the electrical work to be done at an 

estimated cost of $3.5 million dollars. 

Mike Hedman, Sr Operator, GU Water Division went over the mechanical work to be done at an 

approximate cost of $6 million. 

Bill Rossi, Sr Operator, GU Water Division went over energy conservation modifications and 

HVAC systems, at an estimated cost of $6 million and the elevated water storage needs at an 

approximate cost of $4 million. 

Steve Dietrich, Water Quality Manager, GU Water Division went over the water treatment and 

water quality improvements and the SCADA system that will monitor everything at an 

approximate cost of $26 million. 

Ray Valentini, Operations Manager, GU Water Division noted they were engineering the water 

main piping future plans as part of capital improvement plan. 

Kevin Trejo, 536 Shennecosseett Road asked for clarification on the $54 million.  He wanted to 

know if that was the amount being borrowed or up that amount. 

Mayor Galbraith said the loan from the state is paid back 3 years after the project is completed 

and only the amount spent is paid back. 

Joshua Trask, 209 Shennecossett Parkway said it is a large expenditure but after attending the 

presentation and speaking with the operators he is confident it is necessary and supports the 

project. 

 

Mayor Galbraith appointed Mark Whalen and Ron Yuhas as counters. 

Mayor Galbraith asked all those in favor to raise their hands. 

 

Motion carried by majority with no votes against or abstaining. 

 

There being no other business Mayor Galbraith called for a motion to adjourn. 
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II. ADJOURNMENT  

Andrew Ilvento, 36 Slocomb Terrace moved Jill Rusk, 85 Baker Avenue seconded a motion to 

adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


